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Annotation

This article examines the pragmatic functions of metaphors in the
English language and their role in shaping meaning within discourse. The
study focuses on the evaluative, expressive, emotional, and persuasive
dimensions of metaphor and explains how metaphor bridges the gap between
literal meaning and intended interpretation. Special attention is given to
pragmatic theories of metaphor and its communicative impact in literary
discourse. The relevance of the topic lies in the growing interest in functional

linguistics and pragmatics as modern approaches to language analysis.
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etaphor is not only a stylistic device but also a powerful cognitive and
communicative instrument. It helps individuals interpret reality and construct
subjective representations of the world. In English discourse, metaphors
function as tools that convey implicit meanings, emotional attitudes, and

evaluative judgments.

Modern linguistic approaches emphasize the functional and pragmatic
nature of metaphor. The study of metaphor within pragmatics aims to explain
how speakers communicate more than they literally say and how listeners
interpret such implied meanings. This issue is especially important in literary

texts, where metaphor significantly influences readers’ perception.

Main Part

Pragmatic analysis of metaphor seeks to clarify how metaphorical
expressions are understood in communication. In many cases, sentences
convey incomplete or indirect meanings. Speakers often imply more than they
explicitly state, and this communicative gap becomes particularly evident in

metaphorical expressions.

For example, in the statement *“Caroline is a princess,”* the literal

meaning refers to a female member of a royal family. However, in a

metaphorical context, the word “princess” may suggest that Caroline behaves
like a spoiled or overly pampered girl. In this case, the metaphor performs an
evaluative and expressive function. The speaker does not assert a f

claim but conveys an implied attitude toward Caroline.
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According to the traditional Gricean perspective, metaphors function
through implicature. The speaker “acts as if” making a literal statement while
intending the listener to derive an implied meaning. Thus, metaphor operates

as a pragmatic strategy that enhances communication through indirectness.

Metaphor performs several important pragmatic functions:

1. **Evaluative Function** — expresses the speaker’s attitude or

judgment.

2. **Expressive Function** — increases emotional intensity and

vividness.

3. **Persuasive Function** — influences the reader’s perception and

opinion.

4. **Cognitive Function** — helps conceptualize abstract ideas through

familiar images.

In literary discourse, metaphors play a particularly significant role. They
shape the reader’s imagination and construct subjective images of reality. The
pragmatic power of metaphor lies in its ability to combine emotional,

cognitive, and linguistic elements into a unified expressive structure.

Although metaphor has been studied since ancient times, defining it

precisely remains controversial. Traditionally, metaphor is understo
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r of characteristics from one object to another based on similarity.
owever, modern researchers argue that metaphor is a complex cognitive and
verbal process involving recognition, interpretation, and background

knowledge.

The process of metaphorization integrates perceptual, emotional,
evaluative, and linguistic experiences. It creates associative connections and
activates shared cultural knowledge. Despite differences in theoretical
approaches, scholars agree that metaphor plays a central role in shaping

discourse and influencing interpretation.
Conclusion

In conclusion, metaphor in the English language performs essential
pragmatic functions. It is not merely an ornamental stylistic device but a
powerful communicative mechanism that shapes meaning, conveys

evaluation, and influences perception.

Through evaluative, expressive, and persuasive elements, metaphor
bridges the gap between literal expression and intended meaning. The study
of metaphor within pragmatic frameworks remains highly relevant, especially

in the context of modern functional linguistics.
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