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ABSTRACT: This article investigates the effectiveness of task-based English
for Specific Purposes (ESP) instruction in developing professional language skills
of railway technical college students. Drawing on previous pedagogical research and
teaching experience, the study emphasizes the integration of interactive tasks,
professional scenarios, and reflective practices into English language teaching. The
article argues that task-based ESP instruction enhances communicative competence,

learner motivation, and professional readiness in vocational education.
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INTRODUCTION

In modern vocational education, English language teaching must address the
practical needs of students and the demands of their future professions. In the railway
sector, specialists are required to communicate accurately and efficiently in English,

particularly in areas such as safety, operations, and international cooperation.
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Previous studies have shown that ESP-based instruction combined with
interactive and reflective pedagogical methods significantly improves learning
outcomes. Building on earlier research, this article focuses on task-based learning as

an effective pedagogical approach in teaching English to railway students.

CHAPTER 1. TASK-BASED LEARNING AS A PEDAGOGICAL
APPROACH

Task-based learning (TBL) is a learner-centered pedagogical approach that
emphasizes the completion of meaningful tasks using the target language. Unlike
traditional methods, TBL focuses on communication and problem-solving rather

than isolated language forms.

From a pedagogical perspective, task-based learning aligns with competency-
based education. In railway English classes, tasks may include preparing safety
instructions, explaining railway procedures, or solving operational problems in
English. Such tasks reflect real professional situations and help students develop

functional language skills.

CHAPTER II. IMPLEMENTING TASK-BASED ESP IN RAILWAY
ENGLISH CLASSES

Implementing task-based ESP instruction requires careful lesson planning and
clear learning objectives. Tasks should be relevant to students’ future professional

activities and adapted to their language level.
Examples of effective tasks include:

« simulating emergency situations on trains,
« completing technical reports using railway terminology,

« conducting group discussions on railway safety rules.
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These tasks promote active participation, collaboration, and meaningful
language use. As a result, students improve not only their linguistic competence but

also their professional confidence.

CHAPTER III. THE ROLE OF REFLECTION AND FEEDBACK IN
TASK-BASED LEARNING

Reflection and feedback are essential elements of task-based instruction.
Reflection allows students to analyze their performance, identify challenges, and set

learning goals. Feedback provides guidance and supports continuous improvement.

In railway English classes, reflection can be conducted through self-
evaluation forms, short written reflections, or group discussions. These activities

encourage learner autonomy and responsibility for learning.

Formative feedback from the teacher helps students understand their strengths
and areas for development. When combined with reflection, feedback enhances

motivation and learning effectiveness.
CONCLUSION

In conclusion, task-based ESP instruction is a highly effective approach for
teaching English in railway technical colleges. By integrating professional tasks,
interactive learning, and reflective practices, teachers can create a meaningful and

practical learning environment.

This approach develops students’ professional language skills,
communicative competence, and readiness for real workplace communication.
Therefore, task-based ESP instruction should be considered a key pedagogical

strategy in vocational English education.
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