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Annotation: This article critically examines the application of
Communicative Language Teaching (CLT) across different cultural and educational
contexts. It contrasts how CLT is implemented in Western classrooms—where
student-centered learning, open communication, and interaction are emphasized—
with its adaptation in local, often non-Western, contexts that may prioritize rote
learning, teacher authority, and exam-driven education systems. The author
highlights key challenges in transferring CLT principles across cultures, such as
differences in classroom norms, teacher training, student expectations, and
Institutional constraints. Drawing on case studies and classroom observations, the
article argues for a more context-sensitive approach to CLT that respects local
educational values while promoting communicative competence. Ultimately, it
encourages educators to rethink one-size-fits-all language teaching methods and
adapt pedagogical practices to suit specific classroom realities.
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Introduction:

Communicative Language Teaching (CLT) emerged in the 1970s as a
response to the limitations of traditional, grammar-focused methodologies. It
emphasizes interaction, real-life communication, and the development of
communicative competence. While CLT has been widely adopted in Western
contexts, its implementation in local classrooms, particularly in non-Western

settings, presents unique challenges and adaptations. This article explores the

Beinyck xcypHana Ne-35 Yacmo—1_Oxkmabpe —2025
48

——
| —



ISSN
MODERN EDUCATION AND DEVELOPMENT  3060-4567

comparative dynamics of CLT in Western and local classrooms, drawing on
empirical studies and educator perspectives to highlight the complexities of its
application.

Theoretical Foundations of CLT:

CLT is grounded in the theory of communicative competence, as proposed
by Hymes (1972), which encompasses grammatical, sociolinguistic, discourse, and
strategic competences. This framework shifts the focus from mere linguistic
accuracy to the ability to use language effectively in various contexts. In Western
educational settings, CLT aligns with constructivist principles, promoting learner
autonomy and active engagement through tasks and collaborative learning.

CLT in Western Classrooms:

In Western contexts, CLT is often implemented with a focus on:

o« Task-Based Learning (TBL): Activities that simulate real-life
scenarios, encouraging students to use language purposefully.

. Learner-Centered Approaches: Emphasis on student autonomy, with
teachers acting as facilitators rather than authoritative figures.

« Integration of Technology: Utilization of digital tools to enhance
Interactive learning experiences.

For instance, in a study by Lu et al. (2023), CLT was found to enhance
students' communicative abilities in university English classes, promoting active

participation and practical language use. (macrojournal.org)

CLT in Local Classrooms:

In local classrooms, particularly in non-Western contexts, the
implementation of CLT encounters several challenges:

« Cultural Norms: Traditional educational values may prioritize rote
learning and teacher authority, conflicting with CLT's emphasis on student-
centeredness.

« Classroom Constraints: Large class sizes and limited resources can

hinder interactive activities central to CLT.
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«  Teacher Beliefs: Educators' perceptions and training may not align
with CLT methodologies, affecting its adoption.

In Indonesia, for example, Shofie and Putra (2023) identified societal,
socioeconomic, cultural, and ideological constraints as significant barriers to

effective CLT implementation. (merwinspy.orq)

Comparative Analysis:

Local Classrooms (e.g.,

Aspect Western Classrooms _
Uzbekistan)
_ Learner-centered, Teacher-centered,

Teaching Approach _ _ o

interactive didactic

_ Small groups, | Large classes, limited

Classroom Dynamics ) _ _

collaborative tasks interaction

Individualism, autonomy | Collectivism, respect for
Cultural Context )
valued authority

_ Limited access to
Access to diverse _ )
Resource Availability ) authentic materials and
materials and technology |
digital tools

This comparison underscores the need for contextual adaptations of CLT to
align with local educational cultures and resources.

Educator Perspectives:

Educators' experiences provide valuable insights into the practical
challenges of implementing CLT:

« Dilshoda Rakhmonova (2023) highlights that in Uzbekistan, the
transition from teacher-centered to learner-centered approaches requires significant
shifts in teaching philosophy and practice. (erus.uz)

« Afghan University Lecturers express concerns about the applicability
of CLT in contexts where traditional methods dominate, suggesting a need for

gradual integration of communicative practices. (randwickresearch.com)

Recommendations for Effective CLT Implementation:
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To bridge the gap between CLT theory and practice in local classrooms, the
following strategies are recommended:

a. Contextual Adaptation: Tailor CLT principles to fit local cultural and
educational contexts, ensuring relevance and feasibility.

b. Professional Development: Provide ongoing training for educators to
enhance their understanding and skills in implementing CLT methodologies.

c. Resource Enhancement: Invest in materials and technologies that
support interactive and communicative learning activities.

d. Collaborative Networks: Establish communities of practice among
educators to share experiences and strategies for effective CLT implementation.

Conclusion:

While CLT offers a robust framework for language teaching, its successful
implementation in local classrooms necessitates careful consideration of contextual
factors. By acknowledging and addressing the unique challenges faced in non-
Western educational settings, educators can adapt CLT to foster communicative
competence effectively. Continued research and dialogue are essential to refine and
contextualize CLT practices globally.
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