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Abstract. This article explores the linguistic models of emotional expression
in English and Uzbek political discourse through a comparative and contrastive
approach. Emotional language is analyzed as a communicative-pragmatic tool that
shapes public opinion, strengthens ideological positions, and mobilizes society.
Drawing upon the speeches of English-speaking leaders (Winston Churchill, Barack
Obama, Joe Biden) and Uzbek leaders (Islam Karimov, Shavkat Mirziyoyev), the
study identifies linguistic strategies such as metaphor, repetition, evaluative lexis,
and rhetorical appeals. Findings reveal that English political discourse frequently
employs universal metaphors and global values to unite audiences, while Uzbek
discourse emphasizes national identity, cultural values, and collective historical
memory. The study contributes to the understanding of how emotions are
linguistically modeled in cross-cultural political communication.
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Introduction

The study of emotions within language has always attracted the attention of
philosophers, psychologists, and linguists. Political discourse, as one of the most
influential forms of public communication, is inherently emotional because it is
directed at persuading, motivating, and mobilizing the audience. The effectiveness
of political speeches depends not only on logical arguments or ideological content

but also on the speaker’s ability to appeal to emotions.
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In both English and Uzbek political contexts, emotional expression plays a
vital role. Leaders employ linguistic models to evoke trust, hope, unity, and
sometimes fear, in order to mobilize the masses. The communicative-pragmatic
function of emotions becomes particularly significant in political discourse because
It contributes to the legitimization of authority and the construction of collective
identity.

Despite growing research on political discourse, comparative studies
focusing specifically on the linguistic models of emotional expression across
cultures remain limited. Therefore, the aim of this article is to analyze how emotions
are linguistically modeled in English and Uzbek political speeches, to identify
similarities and differences, and to explain the cultural and ideological factors that
shape these patterns.

The objectives of the research are:

1. To review the main theoretical approaches to the study of emotions in
discourse.

2. To analyze the linguistic devices used for emotional expression in
English and Uzbek political speeches.

3. Tocompare the cross-cultural features of emotional modeling.

4. To discuss the implications of the findings for discourse studies and
political communication.

Literature Review

The concept of emotion in political communication has a long intellectual
history. Aristotle (1991), in On Rhetoric, argued that persuasion rests on three
pillars: ethos (credibility), logos (logic), and pathos (emotion). Pathos has been
considered one of the most powerful rhetorical devices, allowing orators to influence
the audience’s feelings and thereby guide their decisions.

Modern linguistics has provided new perspectives on emotions in discourse.
Lakoff and Johnson (1980) demonstrated that metaphors are not merely stylistic
devices but fundamental to human cognition. Their theory of conceptual metaphor

explains how abstract emotions are structured through embodied experiences, such
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as “ANGER IS HEAT” or “NATION IS A FAMILY.” In political discourse,
metaphors enable leaders to frame complex socio-political issues in emotionally
accessible ways.

Charteris-Black (2011) examined the persuasive power of metaphor in
political speeches, showing how leaders exploit emotional resonance to construct
charismatic authority. Similarly, Fairclough (1995) and Wodak (2015) emphasized
the role of Critical Discourse Analysis in uncovering how emotions and ideologies
are interwoven in texts.

In Uzbek linguistics, Safarov (2008) explored pragmalinguistics, focusing
on how language functions in real communicative contexts, including emotional
dimensions. Mahmudov and Nurmonov (2009) analyzed linguistic theory and
discourse, highlighting the cultural and historical factors that shape Uzbek political
rhetoric. Uzbek discourse is often characterized by references to unity, national
pride, and respect for traditions, which serve as emotional appeals.

Recent works in computational linguistics (Bonard & Cortal, 2024) also
emphasize the importance of modeling emotions in language technologies. These
studies underline the universal significance of emotions as communicative tools,
while also showing the cultural specificity of emotional expression.

Thus, previous research suggests that while the emotional basis of political
discourse is universal, its linguistic modeling is deeply culture-specific. This makes
a comparative analysis between English and Uzbek political speeches both timely
and necessary.

Methodology

This study employs a comparative and qualitative discourse analysis
approach. The material consists of selected speeches from prominent English-
speaking leaders (Winston Churchill, Barack Obama, Joe Biden) and Uzbek leaders
(Islam Karimov, Shavkat Mirziyoyev). The texts were chosen for their historical and
contemporary significance, as well as their rhetorical richness.

Three methodological tools were applied:
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1. Discourse Analysis — to examine the structure, strategies, and
communicative goals of political speeches.

2. Semantic-Pragmatic Analysis — to identify evaluative lexis, emotional
appeals, and pragmatic functions of expressions.

3. Cognitive Metaphor Analysis — to reveal conceptual models
underlying emotional metaphors.

By combining these methods, the study aims to highlight not only the
linguistic devices but also the deeper cognitive and cultural models that shape
emotional expression.

Findings and Discussion

Emotional Models in English Political Discourse

English political discourse often relies on universal metaphors, repetition,
and appeals to democratic values. For example, Barack Obama’s inaugural address
(2009) includes the metaphor: “We rise together as one nation, as one people.”
Here, the metaphor of rising constructs an image of collective progress, evoking
hope and unity.

Churchill’s wartime speeches also reveal emotional intensity through
repetition and rhythm: “We shall fight on the beaches, we shall fight on the landing
grounds, we shall fight in the fields and in the streets.” (Churchill, 1940). The
repetition of “we shall fight” creates an emotional resonance of resilience and
determination.

Joe Biden (2021) frequently appealed to empathy and shared responsibility:
“We can do this together if we choose to see each other not as adversaries but as
neighbors.” This statement reflects the emotional model of reconciliation and
inclusivity.

Overall, English political discourse demonstrates:

«  Frequent use of universal metaphors (journey, rising, light vs.
darkness).

« Repetition as a tool of emotional reinforcement.

« Appeals to universal values (freedom, democracy, unity).
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Emotional Models in Uzbek Political Discourse

Uzbek political speeches are deeply rooted in cultural identity and historical
memory. Islam Karimov often emphasized independence and resilience:
“Independence is the greatest blessing given to our people” (Karimov, 1997). Such
expressions link emotion with the collective experience of nationhood.

Shavkat Mirziyoyev frequently appeals to national pride and solidarity:
“Our people are a great nation of builders” (2017). This metaphor positions the
Uzbek people as active creators of their destiny, evoking feelings of dignity and
optimism.

Uzbek discourse typically employs:

«  Cultural-historical references (independence, ancestors, traditions).

« Metaphors of strength and unity (nation as a family, people as
builders).

«  Evaluative lexis reflecting pride and respect (great nation, sacred duty,
noble goals).

Comparative Analysis

Both English and Uzbek political speeches employ emotions as persuasive
tools, but the models differ:

« English discourse emphasizes universal human values and global
solidarity.

« Uzbek discourse stresses national identity, cultural pride, and
collective memory.

« Bothrely on repetition, metaphor, and evaluative lexis, but the semantic
domains differ (universal vs. national-cultural).

These findings confirm that emotional modeling in political discourse is both
universal (in rhetorical strategies) and culture-specific (in semantic content).

Conclusion

The comparative analysis of English and Uzbek political speeches
demonstrates that emotions are central to political discourse, shaping public

perception and legitimizing authority. While English political leaders often frame
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their appeals in universal terms such as freedom, unity, and democracy, Uzbek
leaders rely more on national pride, cultural heritage, and historical continuity.

The study highlights the significance of cultural context in shaping emotional
models. This has both theoretical and practical implications. Theoretically, it
confirms the dual nature of emotions as universal human experiences and culture-
specific constructs. Practically, it suggests that translators, political analysts, and
discourse researchers must pay close attention to cultural framing when analyzing
or interpreting political texts.

Future research could expand the corpus to include other languages and
apply computational methods to further quantify emotional patterns in political
discourse.
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