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ABSTRACT: Modern historiography has, either through neglect or intent, 

obscured the pivotal role of Central Asia—specifically the Fergana Valley, today’s 

Uzbekistan—in the origins of equine breeding and advanced metallurgy. This article 

challenges the sanitized global narrative that attributes premier horse breeds and 

ancient high-carbon steel exclusively to Arabian, Persian, or European sources. 

Drawing on East Asian archival records and empirical archeometallurgy, we argue 

that Fergana was not merely a cultural periphery but a foundational epicenter in the 

development of military and agricultural technology. 

1. The Myth of Arabian Primacy: Celestial Horses Were Central Asian 

Chinese historical records from the Han dynasty document the import of 

what they termed “heavenly horses” from the Dayuan region—modern-day 

Fergana—describing them as superior in endurance and physiology. These horses, 

often depicted in Tang-era scrolls, were said to “sweat blood”—likely due to a 

parasitic condition (Parafilaria multipapillosa), which ironically became a symbol of 

divine origin. 

Yet modern encyclopedias and curated “global horse breed” charts routinely 

exclude Fergana. Instead, they offer fabricated or Westernized categories such as 

“Quarter Horse” or “English Thoroughbred”, reinforcing an epistemological bias 

that centers colonial archives and excludes nomadic or steppe civilizations from 

historical innovation. 

2. “Damascus Steel” — A Mislabeling of Fergana Metallurgy? 
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The widely praised “Damascus steel” of medieval Islamic craftsmanship, 

known for its wavy patterns and legendary strength, did not originate in Damascus. 

Archaeometallurgical evidence suggests that the crucible steel techniques (wootz 

steel) behind these blades were developed in pre-Islamic Central Asia and the Indian 

subcontinent, and later industrialized near Fergana. 

Many blades classified under the Damascus label exhibit carbon nanotube 

structures and carbide banding consistent with methods used in ancient Turkestan 

and Transoxiana. Thus, “Damascus” was not an origin but a port of branding—a 

medieval rebrand for global markets, driven by Arab-Persian trade routes that 

strategically erased Turkic origins from the record. 

3. The Conspiracy of Civilizational Misattribution: West and East in 

Collusion 

What we observe is not simply Western Eurocentrism but a triangulated 

epistemic suppression involving Arab chroniclers, Persian elites, and European 

Orientalists. These forces, though politically disparate, converged on a common 

strategy: the erasure of Turkic contributions from civilizational development. 

Fergana, Khwarazm, and other Turkic centers were systematically excluded 

from the canon of global achievements in animal husbandry, metallurgy, astronomy, 

and linguistics. Instead, their innovations were appropriated, misattributed, and 

rebranded under more “acceptable” civilizations: Greco-Roman, Abbasid, or Tang. 

4. Dr. M.K. and the OT Theory: Deconstructing False Paradigms 

Dr. Mahmudjon Kuchkarov, founder of the Odam Tili (OT) theory, has 

consistently exposed these historiographical distortions. According to OT theory: 

 • Language is not an abstract system but an embodied biological 

process; 

 • The first speaker (“Odam”) was not Middle Eastern but anatomically 

and phonosemantically linked to early Turkic populations; 

 • Metallurgy, geometry, and even early ontological categories have 

Turkic origins embedded in sound and gesture. 
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Thus, reasserting Fergana’s role is not ethno-nationalist revivalism—it is 

epistemological correction. 

CONCLUSION: 

If history is to serve truth rather than power, it must restore the erased. 

Fergana Valley’s horses were not myths. Its steel was not a replica. 

The erasure was not accidental—it was strategic. 

Fergana’s horses are your legacy. 

Fergana’s steel is your ingenuity. 

Odam Tili is your future. 

 

 


