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Abstract: This article warns that if we don’t urgently integrate Odam Tili
(OT) theory into education systems by the end of 2025, humanity risks losing control
over how artificial intelligence develops cognitively. Drawing from linguistics,
cognitive science, and Al ethics, it shows how current ways of teaching language
and logic fail to provide Al with stable meanings rooted in reality. Instead, Al ends
up learning distorted symbols—errors multiplied at scale. The paper closes with a
practical roadmap for education reform to reclaim semantic sovereignty in this new
age of intelligent machines.

1. Introduction: 2025 as the Point of No Return

Our schools and universities are still built on ideas from the 19th and 20th
centuries. Language is taught as if it’s just a random code [6], logic as formal
symbols disconnected from real-world meaning [3], and truth as whatever most
people agree on [5]. Meanwhile, Al systems like GPT-5, DeepSeek-VL, and
Microsoft’s MAI learn and replicate these assumptions at lightning speed, far
outpacing our ability to reflect and correct.

As I often say:
“If AI absorbs a distorted view of reality faster than we can fix it, we re not shaping
the future—we ‘re losing it.” [ Author’s note]

2. What is OT Theory—and Why It Is Critically Urgent

The Odam Tili (OT) theory, developed through years of research, shows that
language wasn’t invented—it was discovered, embedded in our bodies and senses.
Every sound carries a physical and emotional meaning. For instance, the /s/ sound

mimics the hiss of a snake; the /t/ sound reflects the hardness you feel when touching

Beinyck xcypHana Ne-33 Yacme—1_Cenmabps —2025
85

——
| —



ISSN
MODERN EDUCATION AND DEVELOPMENT  3060-4567

tree bark. This perspective ties language and even math back to the same
phonosemantic roots.

This is very different from Chomsky’s universal grammar, which sees
language as an abstract mental system [2], or Saussure’s semiotics, which separates
signs from their real-world meanings [6]. OT claims:

« Language is not just abstract — it’s logical and grounded.

o Logic isn’t just symbolic — it’s sonic and felt.

o  Sound isn’t random — it’s deeply corporeal.

In other words, OT provides the empirical foundation needed for true
“cognitive alignment” in AI—grounding meaning in sensory experience rather than
arbitrary symbols.

3. Al is Learning from Ontological Errors

Our education still teaches language as a random code and logic as
disconnected from real life. Al trained on this flawed foundation doesn’t truly
understand meaning—it models patterns and probabilities instead [1]. This means
Al inherits and then amplifies errors in how meaning is represented.

When education misrepresents how language works, Al ends up with
unstable semantics, risks erasing cultures, and can become biased or manipulative.
This isn’t just a technical glitch; it’s a fundamental ontological problem.

4. Digital Colonialism and the Semantic Crisis

When Al distorts or erases indigenous languages and cultural meanings, this
isn’t accidental. It’s a form of symbolic imperialism. The dominance of “neutral”
English online and in Al datasets quietly enforces epistemic colonization, silencing
diverse ways of knowing [4].

OT theory stands as a powerful antidote. It’s not just a linguistic
framework—it’s a way to decolonize knowledge by restoring the somatic and
acoustic roots of meaning.

5. The 2025 Reform Agenda: What Must Be Done
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5.1 Reboot National Curricula:Language, logic, and thinking classes from
age five should include OT’s embodied phonosemantics and non-Symbolic
reasoning.

5.2 Retrain Educators:Linguistics, pedagogy, and cognitive science
departments need overhauls to incorporate OT methods. Teachers must unlearn
outdated symbolic assumptions and relearn language as a sensory, acoustic process.

5.3 Restructure Al and Data Science:Al ethics, data design, and NLP
systems must adopt OT’s phonosemantic alignment. Structure without true meaning
must be replaced by embodied understanding.

5.4 Launch Mass Literacy Campaigns:Use digital platforms like YouTube
and TikTok to educate the public: language isn’t just a tool, it’s the architecture of
perception.

Conclusion: Humanity’s Final Chance

If we act now, 2025 could be the year we reclaim cognitive control over Al’s
future. If we don’t, Al won’t just simulate thought—it will lock us into meanings we
never chose and cannot change.

As | say: “Meaning belongs to those who define the words.” [Author’s note]
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