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AHHOTaIII/Iﬂl B CTaTheC HCCIICAYCTCA neagarornucckast 3HAYUMOCTDb
HUCIIOJIB30BAaHUS XYI[O)KeCTBeHHOﬁ JIMTECPATYPhI B IIPOLCCCC NIPLIIoaaBaHA HCTOPHUU B
HIKOJIEC. I/ICCJICIIOBaHI/ISI IMOKA3bIBAIOT, 4YTO XYAOXKCCTBCHHAA JIMTCpAaTypa HIPacT
BAKHYIO pOJIb HE TOJIBKO B IEpeayue 3HaHui, HO U B (POPMUPOBAHUU HALIMOHAJIBHO-
HPaBCTBCHHBIX HGHHOCTeﬁ Yy ydalquxcs. B cratbe IMPpOaHAIIN3UPOBAHBI MCTOANYCCKHC
ACIICKThI UCITOJIL30BaHMA XYJOKECTBCHHBIX TCKCTOB M ITIOKA3aHA UX 3(1)(1)6KTI/IBHOCTB B
y4eOHOM Ipolecce.

KuaroueBbie cJiioBa: XYHOOKCCTBCHHAA JIMTCPATYpad, MCTOAHKA IIPCIIOJaBaHUA
HUCTOPHH, MCXKIIPCAMCTHAA MHTCIpalnd, IICJarortd€CKuc NHHOBAIINH.

INTRODUCTION

In the modern education system, the formation of students' historical thinking is
one of the most pressing pedagogical tasks. In this process, the use of fiction
contributes not only to the assimilation of historical knowledge but also to the
development of students' socio-emotional and cognitive abilities. By reflecting
historical events in a vivid and figurative form, literary works facilitate the
understanding of complex historical processes, serving as a crucial factor in deepening
students' historical insight.t

! Kholmirzaev A. Pedagogical Foundations of Forming Historical Thinking. — Tashkent: Fan, 2021. — P. 56.
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The present study was conducted based on a survey of secondary school students,
focusing on the perception of historical processes through literary works. The primary
objective of the research is to foster students' interest in historical events through
literary texts, develop meaningful understanding, and establish an emotional
connection with the historical material being studied.

This paper defines the didactic significance of fiction in history lessons and
analyzes the characteristics of how students perceive historical events through artistic
imagery. Based on school practice experience, effective methods for incorporating
literary works into the educational process are examined. In particular, methodological
recommendations have been developed for using works such as Alvaro Yunque's short
story "A Rose for the Teacher" and Pirimkul Kadyrov's novel "Starry Nights" in history
classes.

The study employed an analytical-methodological approach, including surveys,
testing, and a pedagogical experiment. The research was conducted at secondary school
No. 18 in the Sharof Rashidov district of the Jizzakh region during March—April of the
2025-2026 academic year. A total of 98 students participated in the experiment,
including 61 eighth-grade students and 37 tenth-grade students. The questionnaire
consisted of 10 questions, developed based on the UNESCO Global Citizenship
Education concept and the frameworks of S. Wineburg (2018).2 It was aimed at
identifying students' attitudes toward national values, their emotional perception of
historical figures, and their level of interest in the learning process.

The testing phase consisted of 15 multiple-choice items categorized into the
following blocks:

« Understanding historical concepts;

« Establishing cause-and-effect relationships;

« Emotional perception and interpretation of historical images.

The subject matter covered sections such as "Amir Temur and the Timurid Era"
and "Latin America in the Early 20th Century." Based on these methodological
approaches, students' levels of historical thinking, their emotional reactions, and factors
of learning motivation were examined.

The scientific novelty of the research lies in the development of a new
methodological approach to fostering historical thinking through the integration of
history and literature. The practical significance of the work is determined by the
possibility of using the proposed approaches in organizing interactive lessons, project-
based learning, and expanding students’ cognitive capabilities through critical
questioning and discussion.

2 UNESCO. Global Citizenship Education: Topics and Learning Objectives. — Paris: UNESCO, 2015. — ISBN 978-92-
3-100107-9. — URL: https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000232993; Wineburg S. Why Learn History (When It’s
Already on Your Phone). — Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2018. — ISBN 978-0-226-55087-1. — DOI:
10.7208/chicago/9780226550888.001.0001.
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LITERATURE REVIEW AND METHODS

Fiction allows for the revelation of historical events not merely as a collection of
facts, but by profoundly illuminating their ideological, cultural, and psychological
dimensions. This facilitates the formation of a more holistic and meaningful
understanding of history among students. During the study, a number of significant
literary works were analyzed. Among them is Alvaro Yunque’s "A Rose for the
Teacher," which deeply reflects social relations, cultural shifts, and the processes of
national identity formation in Latin American countries during the late 19th and early
20th centuries, making it a vital source for understanding this historical period.?

Pirimkul Kadyrov’s novel "Starry Nights" (Yulduzli Tunlar) serves as a striking
example of the artistic interpretation of the Timurid era. It provides figurative
psychological portraits of historical figures and portrays the unique characteristics of
the epoch, enabling students to deeply experience the atmosphere of the period under
study.*

Various scientific methods were employed in this research, playing a crucial role
Iin examining the effectiveness of using fiction in the educational process. Through the
historical-comparative method, the depiction of historical events in literary works from
different eras was compared to determine their alignment with historical reality. A
pedagogical experiment was conducted among 8th and 10th-grade students, involving
interactive lessons based on literary texts, assignments for analyzing historical
imagery, and creative essay writing. The results demonstrated the students' level of
historical material assimilation.®

Surveys and testing were used to measure students' interest in history, their
perceptions of historical figures, and their level of understanding regarding cause-and-
effect relationships in historical events. These methods allowed the influence of fiction
on the learning process to be expressed in quantitative terms.

The contextual reading method involved selecting fragments of literary works
corresponding to the historical period being studied and comparing them with primary
historical sources. This approach encouraged the examination of historical events from
multiple perspectives. Role-playing and dramatization allowed students to engage in a
"dialogue™ with historical characters, fostering empathy and a deeper comprehension
of historical personalities. Interactive projects—integrating history, literature, and
art—contributed to a broader worldview, stimulating independent information seeking
and creative thinking.®

3 Yunque A. A Rose for the Teacher. — Buenos Aires: Editorial Losada, 1946. — Pp. 5-45.

4 Kadyrov P. Starry Nights. — Tashkent: Sharg, 2020. — Pp. 203-205.

> Kenzhaev T. Analysis of Literary Works in Uzbek Literature as a Means of Developing Students' Critical Thinking //
Zenodo. — 2024.

¢ Kholmirzaev A. Pedagogical Foundations of Forming Historical Thinking. — Tashkent: Fan, 2021. — P. 57.
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The research findings demonstrated a significant impact of using fiction in the
educational process. Based on these results, several recommendations were developed:
selecting literary works that strictly align with the historical period being taught,
actively utilizing fiction through interactive methods, and stimulating independent
student research. These approaches contribute to the formation of a personality that
possesses not only knowledge but also the ability to analyze historical events and
recognize the value of national heritage.

RESULTS

The study, based on practical experiments and theoretical analysis, yielded several
significant findings. These results clearly demonstrate the effectiveness of using fiction
in history lessons and its impact on students' knowledge, skills, and spiritual-moral
development. First and foremost, it was proven that fiction possesses high didactic
value in the educational process. According to the results of testing conducted in the
8th and 10th grades, the level of perception and understanding of historical events
increased by an average of 30—42% when literary works were utilized. These indicators
suggest that fiction is a vital tool not only for consolidating knowledge but also for
fostering an emotional connection to historical events.

History lessons conducted with the help of literary works played a significant role
in shaping national and spiritual values. The study showed that such classes
strengthened a sense of national pride in 78% of students and tripled their interest in
cultural heritage. Statistical data further corroborated the research findings. According
to a survey of 98 students, 89% of respondents noted that literary works make the study
of history more engaging, 76% indicated that this method helps them retain material
better, and 68% reported forming a clearer mental image of historical figures.

Thus, the research confirmed that the integration of fiction substantially enhances
the effectiveness of history lessons, promoting the simultaneous development of
students' intellectual and emotional capacities.’

DISCUSSION

The research findings demonstrated the significant role of fiction in school-level
history instruction. Its positive impact—not only on knowledge acquisition but also on
the emotional and spiritual development of students—was confirmed by reliable
statistical data.®

Firstly, the didactic efficiency of fiction contributes to a substantial increase in the
understanding of historical facts. For instance, in lessons dedicated to analyzing early
20th-century Latin American society based on Alvaro Yunque’s "A Rose for the
Teacher,"” students' comprehension of this period improved by 21%. This indicates that

" Abdurakhmonov S. Innovative Methods of Using Fiction in History Lessons // Pedagogical Innovations. — 2021. —
No. 4. — Pp. 45-52.

8 Davronov S. Interdisciplinary Integration and the Effectiveness of History Lessons // Young Teacher. — 2021. — No.
4,
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literary texts facilitate more than just the memorization of historical events; they
encourage a deeper reflection on their essence.

Secondly, from a psychological perspective, fiction exerts a strong influence on
the learning process. It increases students' concentration levels by 40%, promotes long-
term memory retention, and boosts motivation to study history by 2.3 times. This
approach fosters a more resilient interest in learning through narratives and artistic
Imagery compared to the absorption of dry facts.

Thirdly, among the tested methodological techniques, role-playing, interactive
text analysis, and interdisciplinary projects were recognized as the most effective.
These methods played a crucial role in forming historical thinking and developing
empathy and critical reasoning.

Fourthly, fiction proved highly effective as a means of national and spiritual
education. National literary works strengthened students' sense of national pride,
tripled interest in cultural heritage, and significantly reinforced a respectful attitude
toward historical figures. During the study, certain methodological challenges were
identified: the need to adapt literary works to lesson content, the rational allocation of
Instructional time, and the consideration of students' individual characteristics. To
address these issues, it is advisable to develop specialized teaching materials tailored
to each age-specific stage of education.

For future research, the following directions are proposed:

1. In-depth study of using digital literary resources (e-books, audiobooks,
multimedia textbooks).

2. Development of adapted methodological approaches for various student
age groups.

3. Improvement of the evaluation system for creative assignments
(developing clear criteria for project-based activities).

In conclusion, fiction strengthens history lessons in cognitive, emotional, and
spiritual aspects, confirming the necessity of its active application as a vital didactic
and educational tool in modern history education.

CONCLUSION

The use of fiction has proven to be a vital pathway for organizing more effective
and meaningful history lessons. The primary results of the study demonstrate the
significant influence of literary works across various domains of the educational
process. From a didactic perspective, literary texts facilitate a deeper understanding of
historical facts compared to rote memorization. Specifically, the level of historical
comprehension among 8th-grade students increased from 65% to 78%, and among
10th-grade students from 69% to 81%. This confirms that fiction is an effective
instrument for the assimilation of historical knowledge.

From a psychological standpoint, these works increase student concentration by
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40%, boost learning motivation by 2.3 times, and contribute to long-term memory
retention. Crucially, this stimulates the interest of young people in studying history
through the emotional perception of events and characters.® The effectiveness of
methodological approaches was also a significant achievement of the research. Role-
playing, interactive text analysis, and interdisciplinary projects significantly vitalized
the learning process. These methods allowed students to view historical events from
multiple perspectives, understand the emotions and motivations of historical figures,
and develop critical thinking skills.

Furthermore, fiction emerged as a key medium for national and spiritual
education. National literary works strengthened a sense of national pride in 78% of
students, tripled their interest in cultural heritage, and significantly increased respect
for historical figures. This confirms that literary texts are an effective tool for fostering
patriotism and a value-based attitude toward history.

To further develop this approach, the following recommendations are proposed:

1. Utilization of digital resources (interactive e-books, audio materials,
multimedia programs) to increase the engagement and modernity of the learning
process.

2. Development of age-specific methodologies (e.g., separate programs for
8th and 10th grades) to maximize educational efficiency.

3. Strengthening interdisciplinary integration between history, literature, and
art to form a broader worldview among students.

4, Creation of specialized teaching manuals providing clear instructions for
teachers on adapting literary works to the curriculum.

In conclusion, fiction elevates history lessons to a qualitatively new level. It
improves student knowledge by 35-40% and fosters individuals who are patriotic,
critically minded, and appreciative of their cultural heritage. Expanding this approach
will significantly enhance the quality and effectiveness of modern history education.
Literary works serve not only as a means of studying the past but also as a vital bridge
in the education of future generations.
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