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Annotation

This article explores the concept of affixiation as a key process in morphology
and its significant role in language learning. Affixiation involves adding prefixes and
suffixes to base words in order to create new lexical items and grammatical forms. The
paper analyzes how mastering affixiation enhances vocabulary acquisition, improves
reading comprehension, and supports learners in developing accurate language use.
Furthermore, the study highlights effective classroom strategies for teaching affixiation
and demonstrates its importance in building independent and confident language users.
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Introduction

In modern language education, vocabulary learning has become more complex
and meaningful than simple memorization. Learners are expected not only to know
words but also to understand how they are formed and used in different contexts. One
of the most important linguistic processes that supports this understanding is
affixiation.

Affixiation is a morphological process in which affixes are added to a root or
base word. These affixes can be prefixes (added before the word) or suffixes (added
after the word). For instance, the base word write can become rewrite, writer, writing,
and unwritten. Through this process, learners can generate multiple related words from
a single root.

This ability is especially useful in language learning because it reduces the need
to memorize large numbers of unrelated words. Instead, students learn patterns and
systems within the language. As a result, affixiation not only enriches vocabulary but
also strengthens learners’ understanding of grammar and meaning.

Methods

This study is based on qualitative research methods, including classroom
observations, textbook analysis, and review of teaching practices conducted between
2015 and 2025. The research focused on how affixiation is taught and applied in
language classrooms.
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The following aspects were analyzed:

Teaching of prefixes and suffixes

Word formation exercises and activities

Student participation and engagement

Use of authentic materials (texts, articles, and exercises)

Teacher explanations and instructional strategies

Additionally, students’ performance in vocabulary tasks and reading
comprehension activities was observed. The collected data was evaluated to determine
how effectively affixiation contributes to language learning outcomes.

Results

Expansion of Vocabulary

Students who learned affixiation were able to form and recognize new words
more efficiently. Instead of memorizing individual words, they developed the ability
to understand word families and patterns.

Improved Reading Skills

Affixiation helped learners decode unfamiliar words while reading. By
identifying prefixes and suffixes, students could guess meanings without relying
heavily on dictionaries.

Better Understanding of Word Classes

Students gained clearer knowledge of how words function in sentences. For
example, they understood how suffixes can change verbs into nouns (develop —
development) or adjectives (use — useful).

Development of Analytical Thinking

Learning affixiation encouraged students to analyze language structures. This
improved their critical thinking skills and ability to identify patterns.

Higher Motivation and Engagement

Interactive activities such as word-building games and group exercises increased
students’ interest in learning. Lessons became more dynamic and student-centered.

Discussion

The findings confirm that affixiation is a highly effective tool in language
teaching. It provides learners with a systematic approach to vocabulary development
and helps them become more independent learners.

However, certain challenges should be considered. Some affixes have multiple
meanings, which may confuse learners. For example, the prefix un- can mean “not” or
“reverse action.” Without proper explanation, students may misuse such forms.

Another challenge is overgeneralization. Learners sometimes apply affixes
incorrectly to words that do not follow standard patterns. Therefore, teachers must
provide clear examples, guided practice, and continuous feedback.
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Using visual aids, charts, and real-life examples can make affixiation easier to
understand. Integrating it into reading and writing tasks is also essential for practical
application.

Conclusion

Affixiation plays a crucial role in language learning by helping students
understand how words are formed and how meanings change. It supports vocabulary
development, improves reading comprehension, and enhances grammatical awareness.

When taught effectively, affixiation enables learners to become more confident
and independent in using language. It also prepares them for real-life communication
by giving them the tools to understand and produce a wide range of words.

Therefore, affixiation should be considered an essential component of modern
language teaching and integrated into all levels of language education.
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