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A New Era in Language Learning

Artificial Intelligence is no longer something distant and futuristic. It is
already in our classrooms, on our phones, and in the tools that students use
every day. In Uzbekistan, where English is becoming a key to global
opportunities, Al can transform how young people learn, practice, and
communicate in English. From mobile apps that correct grammar to virtual
tutors that speak English 24/7, technology is reshaping the language classroom

into a dynamic, interactive space.

Yet, this transformation brings both excitement and responsibility.
Publisitically speaking, Al in education is not just a technical question; it is a
social and ethical one. It touches the future of our youth, the quality of our
education system, and the way we connect with the world. For Uzbekistan,
embracing Al in English learning can be a powerful step toward innovation,

inclusion, and global citizenship if we use it wisely.

From Textbooks to Smart Assistants

A decade ago, most English learners in Uzbekistan relied on

textbooks, dictionaries, and occasional audio cassettes or CDs. Tao
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s have access to Al-powered apps and online tools that offer instant
eedback, personalized exercises, and endless opportunities for practice. A
student can now speak English into a phone app and receive pronunciation
correction, or write an essay and get grammar suggestions before the teacher

even sees it.

This shift is not just about convenience; it is about empowerment. In
large classes, where individual attention is limited, Al can “multiply” the
teacher’s presence by offering extra practice and feedback beyond lesson time.
In remote or under-resourced schools, Al tools can help bridge the gap between
urban and rural education, giving more students a chance to improve their

English.

However, this convenience can also create illusions. A learner may feel
fluent after chatting with a chatbot, yet struggle in real conversations. A student
may submit an Al-corrected essay that looks perfect but hides shallow
understanding. The challenge, then, is to turn Al from a shortcut into a support

a tool that strengthens skills rather than masks them.
Al, Equity, and the Uzbek Context

Uzbekistan is a country of contrasts. In Tashkent, students may have
smartphones, fast internet, and modern classrooms. In rural areas, devices,
electricity, and connectivity are not guaranteed. In this context, the promise of

Al in education must be balanced with the reality of inequality.

If Al-driven English learning is introduced only to well-equipped private
schools or universities, it will deepen the existing gap between different regions
and social groups. Instead, policymakers and educators should ask: How can

Al help those who need it most?
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ne answer lies in public-sector investment. Schools can create
computer labs with Al-enabled language software, organize after-school
English practice sessions using Al tutors, and train teachers to guide students
in using these tools effectively. Universities can share open-access Al-based

materials and encourage students to use them collaboratively.

Another answer is attitude. Al should not be treated as a luxury for the
privileged few, but as a shared resource for national development. In the spirit
of sustainable education, Al can support the growth of human capital skilled,
communicative, and globally aware young people who can contribute to

Uzbekistan’s progress.
The Human Factor: Teachers and Learners

Technology alone does not educate; people do. No matter how advanced
Al becomes, it cannot replace the role of teachers in building confidence,
fostering creativity, and guiding moral and critical thinking. In the English
classroom, Al can handle grammar drills and pronunciation practice, but
teachers must still lead discussions, introduce diverse cultures, and help

students reflect on what they learn.

Learners, too, must be active participants, not passive consumers. Using
Al responsibly means thinking about every task: What am | trying to achieve?
How can Al help me improve, rather than do the work for me? It means
comparing Al-generated corrections with one’s own understanding, discussing

them with classmates, and asking teachers for clarification.

In this way, Al can become a partner in learning, not a substitute for
effort. It can encourage students to practice more, experiment more, and make
mistakes in a safe environment—then grow from those mistakes with human

guidance.
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Al, Ethics, and the Future of Communication

As Al becomes more central to education, society must also confront
questions of ethics and privacy. Who owns the data that students generate when
they speak or write English into an Al system? How is this information stored,
used, and protected? These are not just technical questions; they are questions

of trust and dignity.

In Uzbekistan, where digital literacy is still developing, schools and
universities have a responsibility to teach students about data privacy, critical
thinking, and responsible use of technology. Courses on “Al and Society” or
“Digital Citizenship” can help young people understand both the benefits and
the risks of Al in their daily lives.

Moreover, Al can be used to promote global communication and
understanding. English learners can use Al tools to communicate with peers
from other countries, collaborate on projects, and share ideas about
sustainability, innovation, and social justice. In this sense, Al is not just a

classroom tool; it is a bridge between cultures.
A Call for Thoughtful Progress

Al in English learning will not solve all educational problems overnight.
It will not replace books, human teachers, or face-to-face conversation. But it
can make those resources stronger, more accessible, and more effective. For
Uzbekistan, the question is not whether to adopt Al in education, but how to

adopt it—ethically, inclusively, and sustainably.

Educators, students, parents, and policymakers must work together.
Teachers need training; students need guidance; institutions need
infrastructure; and everyone needs a vision of Al as a tool for
development, not a force that replaces it.

Aprel 2026 376



I KELAJAK SARI YANGI O ZBEKISTON:
ILM-FAN, TEXNOLOGIYA VA TA'LIM

T we move forward with awareness and responsibility, Al can help
zbekistan’s youth become confident, creative, and globally connected English
speakers. It can support the country’s journey toward innovation, openness, and
sustainable development. In the classroom and beyond, Al is not just a

machine; it is a mirror of our choices, values, and aspirations.
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