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Abstract

This article examines the compatibility between Asian civilization values—
particularly the principles of hierarchy, harmony, and conservatism rooted in
Confucian teachings—and Western production methods (capitalism, individualism,
and efficiency) in Japan, China, and South Korea. The paper analyzes the economic
development experiences of these countries, demonstrating how they achieved
success by integrating their cultural values with Western models. As a result, Asian
values are evaluated as a complementary and reinforcing factor for Western

approaches.
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Introduction

The Asian region, particularly East Asian countries (Japan, China, and South

Korea), has demonstrated economic miracles in recent decades. These countries
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successfully adopted Western capitalist production methods while preserving their
cultural values. How do Asian values based on Confucian teachings—harmony,
hierarchy, and collectivism—align with Western models grounded in individualism

and competition? This article aims to address this question.

As our President emphasized: “Only together, by supporting each other, can we
effectively resolve emerging problems, ensure the sustainable development of the
region, and improve the well-being of our peoples. There is no other alternative!”
Over the past decade, interest from regional powers in Central Asian states has been
increasing. Japan, one of the major investors and development partners in the region,

plays an active role in the current geopolitical competition and is intensifying its

political and economic ties with Central Asian governments.

Objective, object, subject, scientific problem, and tasks: Objective: To
identify Japan's active role in connecting Central Asian countries with the global
community. Object: Japan's position in relations with Central Asia. Subject:
Factors influencing Japan's mutual relations with Central Asia. Scientific problem:
This format has been in place for 20 years, yet it has not fully achieved its intended

goals.

« Why has the Central Asia + Japan dialogue not functioned effectively in terms
of its objectives?

« What tasks need to be implemented to develop this format?

o Is there a mismatch in priority goals among Central Asian states, conflicting
perspectives, or diversity in priority directions for cooperation with Japan?

« Is it due to weaknesses in Japan's policy toward Central Asia?

Tasks: Review relevant historical concepts, assess the current diplomatic
situation, identify priority areas of cooperation, and provide proposals for

developing relations between Japan and Central Asian countries.
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The dialogue between Japan and Central Asian states arouses significant
interest among the broader public. It is well known that Japan, the world's third-
largest economy, traditionally focuses on cooperation with the Group of Seven (G7)
and developed ASEAN countries, with the United States as its primary strategic
partner. However, a key event at the end of the 20th century—the collapse of the
Soviet Union and the emergence of a new region, Central Asia—Ied to certain
changes in Japan's traditional foreign policy orientation. It should be noted that Japan
played a pioneering role in developing a new approach to this young region through

the "Central Asia + Japan" format.
Asian Civilization Values

East Asian culture is based on Confucian philosophy, where harmony,
hierarchy, and conservatism hold central positions. In China, Japan, and South
Korea, these values manifest in family, society, and business structures. For
example, China's "guanxi" (relationship) system, Japan's "wa" (harmony), and South

Korea's "inhwa" (balance) prioritize collective interests over individual ones.

These values are also applied in business: large corporations (keiretsu in Japan,
chaebol in South Korea) emphasize hierarchical structures and long-term

relationships.
Western Production Methods

Western production methods are based on capitalism, emphasizing individual
initiative, competition, and efficiency. Models such as Fordism and Toyotism aim
to optimize production. Asian countries adopted these methods and adapted them to
their cultural context. For instance, Japan's "kaizen" (continuous improvement)

combines Western efficiency with Asian harmony.

Analysis of Compatibility

https:// journalss.org/index.php/luch/ 439 Yacmp-61  Tom-4_Aneapn-2026



https://scientific-jl.com/luch/

ISSN:
3030-3680

JAVYUYIUIHE HHTE/UVIEKTYAJIBHBIE HCCIE/JOBAHUA

Japan: After World War II, Japan absorbed Western technologies while
retaining Asian methods such as "ringi" (group decision-making). This contributed

to economic growth.

China: During the transition from communism to capitalism, Confucian values
shaped state capitalism. The "Made in China" strategy integrates Western production

with collectivism.

South Korea: The chaebol system harmonizes Western innovation with

hierarchical management, as exemplified by companies like Samsung and Hyundai.

Overall, Asian values strengthen Western methods, as harmony and hierarchy
enhance efficiency. However, in the era of globalization, preserving cultural identity

may pose challenges.

Japan, China, and South Korea have harmoniously combined traditional Asian
values (Confucianism, collectivism, hierarchy) with advanced Western production
methods and technologies, achieving high economic growth. This model, based on
diligence and discipline, increases efficiency according to the principle of "Eastern

n

spirit and Western technology." Regional cooperation and competition have

accelerated economic development.
Compatibility of Values and Production:

« Confucian influence: Hierarchy, emphasis on education, and loyalty (to
employers) have shaped a collective approach in production.

« Western technologies: Japan and South Korea adapted Western production
methods to create their own brands.

« Work culture: Collective responsibility and high discipline have improved

product quality.
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Regional Cooperation and Competition:

« Economic competition between South Korea and Japan has accelerated
technological progress, despite political tensions.
« China has become a manufacturing hub thanks to its vast labor resources and

investments.

This compatibility has strengthened the position of the Asian Tigers in the

global economy.
Conclusion

The experience of Japan, China, and South Korea demonstrates that Asian
civilization values are highly compatible with Western production methods.
Confucian principles limit individualism while ensuring collective efficiency,
leading to economic success. In the future, strengthening cultural cooperation could

enable East Asia to maintain its leading position in the global economy.
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