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Annotation: This article examines the processes of word formation and the 

emergence of neologisms in English language within the context of contemporary 

linguistic and technological developments. It explores key word-formation 

mechanisms, including affixation, compounding, blending, and borrowing, and 

analyzes how these contribute to the continuous expansion of the English lexicology. 

Special attention is given to the role of digital communication and social media in 

accelerating the creation and dissemination of new lexical items. The study 

considers theoretical perspectives, such as morphological and cognitive approaches, 

to explain how neologisms are formed, interpreted, and accepted by speakers. 

Keywords: old and modern English, word formation, blending, neologisms, 

lexical innovation, digital communication, morphology, language learning, 

cognitive linguistics. 

Аннотация: Данная статья рассматривает процессы словообразования и 

появление неологизмов в английском языке в контексте современных 

лингвистических и технологических изменений. В работе анализируются 

основные способы словообразования, включая аффиксацию, словосложение, 

заимствование, а также их вклад в постоянное расширение английского 

лексикона. Особое внимание уделяется роли цифровой коммуникации и 
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социальных сетей в ускорении создания и распространения новых 

лексических единиц. 

Также исследование опирается на теоретические подходы, такие как 

морфологический и когнитивный анализ, для объяснения процессов 

формирования, интерпретации и принятия неологизмов носителями языка. 

Ключевые слова: словообразование, неологизмы, современный 

английский язык, лексические инновации, цифровая коммуникация, 

морфология, когнитивная лингвистика, изучение языка. 

Annotatsiya: Ushbu maqolada ingliz tilida so‘z yasalishi jarayonlari va 

neologizmlarning paydo bo‘lishi hozirgi lingvistik hamda texnologik o‘zgarishlar 

asosida tahlil qilinadi. Unda qo‘shimchalar qo‘shish, qo‘shma so‘zlar yasalishi va 

o‘zlashma kabi asosiy so‘z yasalish usullari hamda ularning ingliz tili leksikasining 

doimiy kengayishiga qo‘shayotgan hissasi ko‘rib chiqiladi. Shuningdek, bugungi 

raqamli kommunikatsiya va ijtimoiy tarmoqlarning yangi leksik birliklarning 

yaratilishi va tarqalishini tezlashtirishdagi roli alohida ta’kidlanadi. Tadqiqotda 

neologizmlarning qanday shakllanishi, talqin qilinishi va til egalari tomonidan qabul 

qilinishini tushuntirish uchun morfologik va kognitiv yondashuvlar kabi nazariy 

asoslar ham tahlil qilinadi.  

Kalit so‘zlar: til o‘rganish, oldingi va hozirgi ingliz tili, yangi so‘zlar, so‘z 

yasalishi, morfologiya, raqamli muloqot, kognitiv lingvistika, leksikologik 

yangiliklar, morfologiya. 

 

English is a fascinating language with a rich history that spans over a millennium. 

It has evolved through various stages, absorbing influences from different cultures 

and undergoing significant changes in vocabulary, grammar, and pronunciation.  

a) Old English (450-1150 AD) 

Old English, also known as Anglo-Saxon, was spoken in early medieval England 

from around the 5th to the 12th centuries. It evolved from the Germanic tribes, 
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particularly the Angles, Saxons, and Jutes, who settled in Britain after the decline of 

Roman rule. Old English was heavily influenced by Old Norse and Old High 

German, which contributed to its vocabulary and grammatical structure. 

b) Middle English (1150-1500 AD) 

The period of Middle English saw significant changes in the language due to the 

Norman Conquest of England in 1066. French-speaking Normans established their 

rule, and French became the language of the aristocracy and administration. As a 

result, Middle English absorbed many French words, leading to a broader 

vocabulary and greater linguistic diversity. The works of Geoffrey Chaucer, such as 

“The Canterbury Tales,” are notable examples of Middle English literature. 

c) Early Modern English (1500-1700 AD) 

The Early Modern English period was marked by further changes in grammar, 

vocabulary, and pronunciation. The Great Vowel Shift, a series of phonological 

changes, altered the pronunciation of vowels. Additionally, the introduction of 

printing by William Caxton in the late 15th century standardized spelling and 

contributed to linguistic consistency. 

d) Late Modern English (1700-1900 AD) 

During the Late Modern English period, English vocabulary continued to expand 

significantly through colonialism, trade, and scientific advancements. Words from 

various languages, such as Latin, Greek, and languages of the British Empire, were 

assimilated into English. This era also saw the standardization of grammar rules and 

the establishment of English dictionaries, most notably Samuel Johnson’s “A 

Dictionary of the English Language” in 1755. 

e) Modern English (20th century to present) 

Modern English, the version of the language spoken today, has continued to 

evolve through technological advancements, globalization, and cultural influences. 

It has become the lingua franca of international communication, significantly 

impacting global culture, trade, and diplomacy. 
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Several factors have influenced modern English vocabulary: 

Globalization: English went global and picked up souvenirs everywhere. 

• Borrowed words from many languages (e.g., sushi, café, algebra).  

• Became a lingua franca 1for business, science, and travel.  

Result: Massive vocabulary expansion and flexibility. 

Technology and digital communication: Probably the biggest modern 

influence. 

• Social media creates words overnight: selfie, hashtag, ghosting  

• Fast communication – shorter forms: app, DM, bio  

Result: Language became faster, more informal, and creative. 

Social and Cultural Change: People change – language follows. 

• Youth slang drives trends  

• Pop culture, music, films shape vocabulary  

• Identity and subcultures create new expressions  

Result: Constant flow of neologisms and shifting meanings. 

Standardization & Education: Someone had to organize the chaos. 

• Dictionaries like the Oxford English Dictionary help define “standard” 

usage  

• Schools teach grammar and norms  

Result: Balance between innovation and stability. 

Word Formation Processes: The internal engine of language growth. 

• Affixation (unhappy)  

• Compounding (notebook)  

• Blending (brunch)  

• Clipping (exam)  

Result: Endless ability to create new words from old ones. 

 
1 Lingua franca is a “bridge language” that helps people understand each other when they don’t share the same 

mother tongue. 
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Language Contact & Borrowing: English loves adopting words like a 

collector with no limits. 

• From Latin, French, Arabic, Hindi, Japanese, etc.  

• Cultural exchange = linguistic exchange  

Result: One of the richest vocabularies in the world. 

Modern English has evolved through a combination of historical events, 

globalization, technological advancement, social change, and dynamic word-

formation processes, making it a highly adaptable and continuously developing 

language. 

While the Renaissance gave us the intellectual tools of Latin and Greek, and 

the Industrial Revolution provided our technical foundation, it is the language's sheer 

flexibility that defines its modern state. Today, English continues to grow not 

through formal decrees, but through the everyday needs of its speakers to describe 

new technologies and social shifts.  

In conclusion, the study of evolution of modern English demonstrates the 

dynamic and adaptive nature of language in response to social, cultural, and 

technological changes. Word formation processes such as affixation, compounding, 

blending, clipping, and borrowing serve as essential mechanisms for generating new 

lexical items, while neologisms reflect the ongoing expansion of the vocabulary to 

meet communicative needs. 

The influence of digital communication, globalization, and cultural interaction 

has significantly accelerated the creation and spread of new words, making modern 

English highly flexible and responsive to change. Theoretical approaches, including 

morphological and cognitive perspectives, provide valuable insights into how new 

words are formed, interpreted, and integrated into the language system. 
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