ISSN:
3030-3680

JAVYUYIUIHE HHTE/UVIEKTYAJIBHBIE HCCIE/JOBAHUA

THE CONCEPT OF LITERARY TRADITION AND INDIVIDUAL STYLE
IN MODERN ENGLISH POETRY

Ochilxonov Abdujalolxon Davron 0’°g’li
The University of Exact and Social Sciences Foreign
Languages and Literature Department

ochilxonovabdujalolxon@gmail.com

Abstract

The present study explores the concept of literary tradition and individual style
in modern English poetry, focusing on their interdependence and dynamic
interaction. In contemporary literary studies, tradition is no longer viewed as a static
inheritance but as a living continuum that evolves through reinterpretation and
creative transformation. At the same time, individual style is recognized as a
defining feature of poetic identity, reflecting the author’s unique vision, linguistic
choices, and aesthetic principles. The relevance of this research lies in the growing
interest in understanding how modern poets negotiate the balance between inherited
literary conventions and personal innovation. The aim of the study is to examine the
theoretical foundations of literary tradition and individual style, to analyze their
manifestations in modern English poetry, and to highlight their role in shaping poetic
discourse. The research is based on descriptive, analytical, and interpretative
methods. The findings suggest that modern English poetry represents a harmonious
synthesis of tradition and individuality, where poets simultaneously preserve and
transform literary heritage. This study contributes to a deeper understanding of
stylistic diversity and continuity in English poetic practice.
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The relationship between literary tradition and individual style has long been a
central concern in literary criticism and stylistics. In the context of modern English
poetry, this relationship becomes particularly significant, as poets are constantly
engaged in a dialogue with the past while striving to establish their own distinctive
voices. Tradition provides a framework of conventions, themes, and forms, whereas
individual style represents the creative deviation from or reinterpretation of these
conventions. The concept of literary tradition is most notably articulated in the works
of T. S. Eliot, who argued that tradition is not merely a passive inheritance but an
active process of engagement with the literary past. According to Eliot, a poet must
develop a “historical sense,” which involves an awareness of the continuity of
literature and the simultaneous existence of past and present. This perspective
redefines tradition as a dynamic system in which new works reshape the meaning of
earlier texts. Thus, tradition becomes a creative force rather than a restrictive one.

In modern English poetry, tradition manifests itself in various forms, including
the use of established genres, poetic structures, and thematic motifs. However,
modern poets do not simply imitate these elements; instead, they reinterpret and
transform them to suit contemporary sensibilities. For instance, the influence of
Romantic poetry, particularly the works of William Wordsworth, can be observed
in the continued emphasis on nature and subjective experience. Yet, modern poets
often present these themes in a more complex and fragmented manner, reflecting the
uncertainties of modern life. At the same time, the legacy of modernist
experimentation, associated with figures such as Ezra Pound, has encouraged poets
to break away from traditional forms and explore new modes of expression. This has
led to the emergence of diverse poetic styles characterized by free verse,
unconventional imagery, and innovative linguistic structures. In this context,
individual style becomes a crucial means of artistic differentiation, allowing poets

to assert their uniqueness within a shared literary tradition.
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Individual style in poetry is shaped by a range of factors, including linguistic
choices, thematic preferences, and stylistic devices. It encompasses elements such
as diction, syntax, imagery, rhythm, and tone, all of which contribute to the creation
of a distinctive poetic voice. In modern English poetry, individual style often reflects
the poet’s personal experiences, cultural background, and philosophical outlook. As
a result, each poet develops a unique approach to language and form, even when
engaging with similar themes. The interaction between tradition and individual style
can be understood as a process of negotiation. On the one hand, poets draw upon the
resources of tradition to create meaning and establish continuity with the past. On
the other hand, they modify and reinterpret these resources to express their own
perspectives. This process is closely related to the concept of intertextuality, which
emphasizes the interconnectedness of literary texts. Through intertextual references,
allusions, and echoes, modern poets engage in a dialogue with earlier works, thereby
situating themselves within a broader literary context.

Moreover, the balance between tradition and innovation is influenced by the
socio-cultural environment in which poets operate. The rapid changes of the modern
era, including technological advancements, globalization, and shifting cultural
values, have had a profound impact on poetic expression. These changes have
prompted poets to experiment with new forms and themes while re-evaluating
traditional ones. As a result, modern English poetry is characterized by both
continuity and transformation. An important aspect of this relationship is the role of
the reader. The interpretation of poetic texts often depends on the reader’s familiarity
with literary traditions and their ability to recognize stylistic nuances. In this sense,
tradition serves as a shared cultural framework that facilitates communication
between the poet and the audience. At the same time, individual style challenges

readers to engage more deeply with the text and to appreciate its originality.
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