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Annotation: This scientific article examines the classification of methods used
for assessing tourism resources and their implications for sustainable tourism
development. The research analyzes qualitative, quantitative and integrated
evaluation approaches through a mixed-method framework that includes literature
review, expert consultation and comparative analysis. Results show that integrated
assessment methods provide the most comprehensive understanding of resource
value by balancing environmental, economic and socio-cultural dimensions. The
paper concludes with recommendations aimed at improving assessment practices
through digital technologies, enhanced stakeholder capacity and alignment with
international standards. The findings contribute to the advancement of tourism
planning and offer practical insights for policymakers, researchers and destination

managers.
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Introduction

Tourism resources represent the foundational elements that shape the
attractiveness, competitiveness and sustainable development potential of
destinations. Accurate identification and assessment of these resources enable
strategic planning, effective management and the enhancement of tourism products
in line with market demands. The diversity of tourism resources, which includes
natural, cultural, historical and socio-economic components, requires
comprehensive and scientifically grounded methodologies for their classification
and evaluation [1]. In this context, the development of systematic assessment
methods plays a crucial role in determining the value, accessibility and conservation

needs of tourist sites.

The classification of methods for assessing tourism resources has
evolved alongside global tourism trends, environmental priorities and digital
transformation. Contemporary approaches increasingly emphasise sustainability
indicators, stakeholder involvement and the integration of geospatial technologies
for data-driven decision making [2]. Moreover, standardized evaluation systems
facilitate comparative analysis between regions, assisting policymakers and tourism
developers in optimising resource utilisation while preserving local heritage.
Establishing a clear framework for classifying assessment methods contributes to
improved destination management and supports long-term socio-economic benefits
for host communities. Therefore, studying the typology and practical application of
tourism resource evaluation methods is essential for advancing the field of tourism

planning and ensuring the responsible use of regional tourism assets .
Research Methodology

This study employs a mixed-method research approach to analyze the
classification of methods used in assessing tourism resources. Both qualitative and

quantitative techniques were applied to ensure comprehensive and reliable
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outcomes. The research process consisted of three main stages: literature analysis,
expert evaluation and comparative assessment.

First, an extensive review of international and regional scholarly
publications, policy documents and methodological guidelines was conducted to
identify existing approaches to tourism resource evaluation. This helped establish
theoretical foundations and determine key indicators commonly used in different
assessment frameworks [1].

Second, expert consultations were carried out with tourism planners,
academics and local stakeholders who possess practical knowledge of tourism
resource management. Their insights supported the identification of relevant
evaluation criteria and the classification of methodological groups based on
applicability, data requirements and sustainability considerations .

Finally, a comparative assessment method was applied to analyze the
differences and similarities among identified evaluation techniques. This analytical
stage enabled the development of a classification structure that reflects current trends
such as digitalization, participatory planning and ecological monitoring in tourism
resource assessment [4]. Data collected from these methods were processed using
descriptive analysis to ensure reliability and clarity in deriving conclusions.

Data analyzing

Data analysis in this research was carried out through a structured
evaluation of both qualitative and quantitative findings collected during the
methodological review process. The analysis focused on identifying the core
principles, classification dimensions, and practical applicability of tourism resource

assessment methods used in contemporary tourism planning.

The qualitative data obtained from expert interviews were processed through
thematic coding. This enabled the categorization of expert perspectives into key

groups such as sustainability-oriented assessment tools, economic valuation
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approaches and technological evaluation methods. The coding procedure
contributed to a clearer understanding of current professional preferences and
constraints in the assessment process [1].

Quantitative data were derived from secondary sources, including
statistical datasets, tourism development plans and international evaluation
standards. Descriptive statistics were applied to measure the frequency and
distribution of assessment criteria, which helped to determine the most commonly
used indicators in global tourism resource evaluations . A comparative matrix was
developed to systematically analyze the methodological features across identified
evaluation systems. This matrix included parameters such as data requirements, cost
efficiency, stakeholder engagement and environmental considerations. The findings
from this analysis provided a transparent basis for constructing a refined
classification structure for tourism resource assessment methods [3].

Analysis and results
The analysis revealed that methods for assessing tourism resources can be
grouped into three major classification categories: qualitative evaluation methods,
quantitative evaluation methods and integrated or hybrid approaches. Each category
demonstrates distinct strengths and limitations based on the nature of the tourism
resource being assessed, data availability and strategic planning priorities [4].

The results indicate that qualitative methods, such as expert judgment,
field observation and stakeholder surveys, remain widely used for assessing cultural,
historical and socio-cultural resources. These techniques are particularly effective
for identifying intangible values such as authenticity, cultural significance and
community perception. However, their reliance on subjective interpretation can
influence the consistency and replicability of results [2].

Quantitative methods, including economic valuation tools, scoring
models and geospatial analysis, are increasingly utilized in regions with advanced

data systems. These approaches offer numerical precision, enabling comparative
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analysis and facilitating investment-related decision making. Although useful for
large-scale resource inventories, quantitative methods sometimes fail to capture the
deeper socio-cultural meaning of tourism assets [5]. The study also found that
integrated approaches, which combine both qualitative and quantitative indicators,
provide the most balanced assessment outcomes. Hybrid models align well with
sustainability goals by incorporating environmental protection, economic feasibility
and social responsibility parameters. Such methods have shown greater adaptability
in both urban and nature-based tourism contexts, representing the most progressive
direction in current evaluation practices [5].
Conclusion and Recommendations

The study concludes that tourism resource assessment methodologies
play a pivotal role in shaping strategic tourism development and ensuring sustainable
destination management. The research findings demonstrate that existing assessment
approaches vary according to objectives, data accessibility and the specific
characteristics of tourism resources. Classification of these methods into qualitative,
quantitative and integrated groups provides a clear analytical framework for
selecting appropriate evaluation tools based on regional needs and planning
priorities [1]. Qualitative methods remain essential for identifying cultural and
socio-historical dimensions of tourism assets, while quantitative techniques
contribute to objective measurement, prioritization and investment justification.
Integrated approaches, however, have emerged as the most effective category,
offering a comprehensive and balanced analysis through the combination of
environmental, economic and social indicators [2]. These hybrid models better
support evidence-based decision making and contribute to sustainable tourism
development outcomes.

To enhance the effectiveness of resource assessment, several
recommendations are proposed. First, tourism planning authorities should increase

the adoption of integrated evaluation tools that incorporate digital technologies such
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as GIS mapping and environmental monitoring systems. Second, capacity building
initiatives are required to strengthen data collection and analytical competencies
among tourism stakeholders. Third, international best practices should be adapted
and harmonized with local contexts to ensure cultural relevance and long-term
applicability [3]. The implementation of these recommendations is expected to
improve the management, conservation and promotion of tourism resources, leading

to greater competitiveness and socio-economic benefits for host regions.
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