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Abstract: Teaching English at the preschool level plays a crucial role in
developing children’s early language skills and cognitive abilities. At this stage,
traditional feaching methods may not be effective due to young learners’ limited
attention span and need for active engagement. Therefore, the use of interactive
methods has become increasingly important in preschool educational institutions.
This article discusses the significance of interactive teaching methods in teaching
English to preschool children, explores common interactive techniques, and
highlights their advantages in improving language acquisition and motivation.
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Introduction

In today’s globalized world, learning English from an early age has become
a priority in many educational systems. Preschool educational institutions are
responsible for laying the foundation for children’s future language learning. Young
learners acquire language naturally through play, interaction, and imitation rather
than formal instruction. For this reason, interactive methods are considered one of

the most effective approaches to teaching English in preschool settings.
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Interactive teaching focuses on active participation, communication, and
collaboration between teachers and learners. It creates a learner-centered
environment where children are encouraged to explore language through games,
songs, stories, and physical activities. This approach not only enhances language
skills but also supports social, emotional, and cognitive development.

Characteristics of Preschool Learners

Preschool children have specific psychological and developmental
characteristics that should be considered when teaching English. They learn best
through visual aids, movement, repetition, and emotional engagement. Their
thinking is concrete rather than abstract, and they respond positively to colorful
materials, music, and storytelling.

Interactive methods align well with these characteristics because they
transform learning into an enjoyable and meaningful process. Instead of memorizing
words or grammar rules, children learn English naturally while playing and
interacting with others.

Interactive Methods in Teaching English

There are several interactive methods commonly used in preschool English
classrooms:

1. Game-Based Learning

Games are one of the most effective interactive tools for teaching English to
young learners. Language games such as word matching, role-playing, and action
games help children learn vocabulary and simple sentence structures in a fun and
stress-free environment. Games increase motivation and encourage active
participation.

2. Songs and Chants

Songs and chants play a vital role in developing pronunciation, listening
skills, and memory. Repetitive lyrics and rhythms help children remember new

words easily. Actions combined with songs make learning more interactive and

enjoyable.
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3. Storytelling and Role Play

Storytelling introduces children to new vocabulary and language patterns in
context. Using pictures, puppets, and dramatization makes stories more engaging.
Role play allows children to imitate characters and use English in real-life situations,
improving their speaking confidence.

4. Visual and Multimedia Tools

Flashcards, posters, videos, and interactive whiteboards capture children’s
attention and support visual learning. Multimedia tools help create a rich language
environment and make abstract concepts more understandable.

5. Total Physical Response (TPR)

TPR is an interactive method where children respond to language through
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physical movement. For example, when the teacher says “jump,” “run,” or “clap,”
children perform the actions. This method is especially effective for young learners
because it combines language learning with physical activity.

Advantages of Interactive Methods

The use of interactive methods in teaching English in preschool institutions
offers several benefits. First, it increases children’s interest and motivation to learn
English. When lessons are enjoyable, children are more willing to participate and use
the language.

Second, interactive methods support natural language acquisition. Children
learn English through meaningful communication rather than rote memorization.
This leads to better pronunciation, listening comprehension, and vocabulary
retention.

Third, interactive learning promotes social skills such as cooperation, turn-

taking, and communication. Children learn to work in pairs or groups, which helps

them develop confidence and positive attitudes toward learning.
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Finally, interactive methods create a positive classroom atmosphere where
children feel safe and supported. This emotional comfort is essential for successful
language learning at an early age.

The Role of the Teacher

In an interactive preschool classroom, the teacher acts as a facilitator rather
than a traditional instructor. The teacher’s role is to create engaging activities,
provide guidance, and encourage children to use English naturally. Effective
classroom management, clear instructions, and positive feedback are essential for
successful implementation of interactive methods.

Teachers should also consider individual differences among children and
adapt activities according to their abilities and interests. Continuous professional
development helps teachers improve their skills in using interactive techniques
effectively.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the use of interactive methods in teaching English in preschool
educational institutions is highly effective and necessary. These methods correspond
to young learners’ developmental needs and make language learning enjoyable and
meaningful. By incorporating games, songs, storytelling, and physical activities,
teachers can create an engaging learning environment that supports early English
language development. Interactive teaching not only improves linguistic skills but
also contributes to children’s overall growth, making it an essential component of
preschool English education.
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