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   Abstract. This article examines the concept of chivalric ideals in medieval 

romance literature, focusing on the ethical, social, and symbolic dimensions of 

knighthood. Through an analysis of medieval romances by Chrétien de Troyes, 

Geoffrey Chaucer, Sir Thomas Malory, and anonymous texts, the study explores how 

ideals such as honor, loyalty, bravery, religious devotion, and courtly love are 

constructed and negotiated. The article argues that medieval romance functions as 

a literary space where chivalric ideology is both affirmed and critically examined. 

     Keywords: chivalry, medieval romance, knighthood, courtly love, feudal 

ethics 

 

O‘RTA ASR ROMAN ADABIYOTIDA RITSARLIK (CHIVALRY) 

IDEALLARI TUSHUNCHASI 

    Annotatsiya. Ushbu ilmiy maqola o‘rta asr roman adabiyotida ritsarlik 

(chivalry) ideallarining shakllanishi, rivojlanishi va adabiy ifodasini tahlil qiladi. 

Tadqiqot ritsarlik axloqi, sadoqat, jasorat, sharaf, diniy e’tiqod va sevgi 

tushunchalarining o‘zaro bog‘liqligini yoritadi. Geoffrey Chaucer, Chrétien de 

Troyes, Sir Thomas Malory va anonim o‘rta asr romanlari asosida ritsarlik ideallari 

ijtimoiy-me’yoriy tizim sifatida ko‘rib chiqiladi. Maqolada ritsarlik tushunchasining 

feodal jamiyatdagi roli va uning adabiy transformatsiyasi ilmiy-nazariy asosda tahlil 

qilinadi. 
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    Kalit so‘zlar: ritsarlik, chivalry, o‘rta asr romani, axloqiy ideal, feodal 

madaniyat 

 

КОНЦЕПЦИЯ РЫЦАРСКИХ ИДЕАЛОВ В СРЕДНЕВЕКОВОЙ 

РОМАННОЙ ЛИТЕРАТУРЕ 

     Аннотация. В статье анализируется концепция рыцарских идеалов 

в средневековой романной литературе. Рассматриваются ключевые 

элементы рыцарской этики, такие как честь, верность, доблесть, 

религиозная преданность и куртуазная любовь. На материале произведений 

Кретьена де Труа, Джеффри Чосера, Томаса Мэлори и анонимных 

средневековых романов исследуется роль рыцарства как социального и 

литературного идеала. 

     Ключевые слова: рыцарство, куртуазная любовь, средневековый 

роман, честь, феодализм 

INTRODUCTION 

   Chivalry occupies a central position in the cultural and literary imagination 

of the Middle Ages. Emerging from the socio-political structures of feudal Europe, 

chivalric ideals shaped not only the conduct of knights but also the narrative 

frameworks of medieval romance literature. Romances offered imaginative 

representations of knighthood that combined martial prowess with moral virtue, 

religious devotion, and refined social behavior. As a result, chivalry became both a 

lived code of conduct and a literary construct that mediated social values and 

ideological aspirations. 

    Medieval romance literature played a crucial role in defining and 

disseminating chivalric ideals. Through narratives of quests, battles, and courtly love, 

romances articulated models of ideal behavior while also exposing the tensions and 

contradictions inherent in chivalric ideology. Knights were expected to balance 

loyalty to their lord with personal honor, religious duty with worldly desire, and 
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martial violence with moral restraint. These competing demands made chivalry a 

complex and often unstable ideal. 

    This article explores how chivalric ideals are constructed, represented, and 

interrogated in medieval romance literature. By examining key texts from the twelfth 

to the fifteenth centuries, the study highlights the ways in which romance narratives 

both reinforce and critique the ethical foundations of knighthood. Such an analysis 

contributes to a deeper understanding of medieval literature as a site of ideological 

negotiation and cultural reflection. 

METHODOLOGY AND LITERATURE REVIEW 

   This study employs a historical-literary methodology that integrates close 

textual analysis with medieval cultural history, ethics, and literary theory. Primary 

sources include French and English medieval romances, while secondary sources 

draw on recent scholarship published within the last five years. The methodological 

framework emphasizes the relationship between literary representation and social 

practice, treating chivalry as both an ideological system and a narrative strategy. 

   Recent medieval scholarship emphasizes that chivalry should not be 

understood as a monolithic code but as a flexible and contested set of ideals. 

According to Richard Kaeuper (2020), chivalric ethics evolved in response to social 

change, particularly the increasing influence of the Church and the consolidation of 

royal power. Medieval romance literature reflects this evolution by incorporating 

religious motifs alongside martial values. 

   Studies of courtly love further complicate traditional views of chivalry. 

Scholars such as Sarah Kay (2021) argue that courtly love narratives introduce 

emotional discipline and self-reflection into the chivalric code. In the romances of 

Chrétien de Troyes, love functions as a moral testing ground that refines the knight’s 

character rather than merely serving as a romantic subplot. 

    English medieval literature offers additional perspectives on chivalric 

ideals. Recent analyses of Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales suggest that Chaucer adopts 

an ambivalent stance toward chivalry, simultaneously celebrating and parodying 
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knightly values. According to Cooper (2019), Chaucer’s Knight embodies an 

idealized vision of chivalry that is subtly undermined by the surrounding narratives. 

   The Arthurian tradition, particularly as represented in Malory’s Le Morte 

Darthur, has been the subject of renewed critical attention. Recent scholarship by 

Field (2022) emphasizes Malory’s portrayal of chivalry as a noble but ultimately 

flawed system. The collapse of the Round Table serves as a narrative critique of 

chivalric ideals, exposing the incompatibility of personal desire, loyalty, and moral 

perfection. 

   By synthesizing these critical approaches, this study situates medieval 

romance literature within a broader scholarly conversation about ethics, power, and 

cultural identity. The literature reviewed here demonstrates that chivalric ideals 

function as both aspirational models and objects of critique within medieval 

narratives.  

DISCUSSION 

The discussion reveals that medieval romance literature constructs chivalric 

ideals through a combination of narrative motifs, character archetypes, and symbolic 

structures. The knight-hero is typically defined by martial skill, loyalty to a lord or 

king, and commitment to a moral code. However, these attributes are frequently 

tested through trials that expose the limits of chivalric perfection. 

   In the romances of Chrétien de Troyes, chivalry is presented as a process 

of moral development rather than a fixed state. Knights such as Lancelot and Yvain 

must learn to balance love and duty, personal honor and social responsibility. Courtly 

love emerges as a transformative force that disciplines desire and refines ethical 

awareness. 

   English romance traditions introduce a more critical perspective. Chaucer’s 

depiction of the Knight, while outwardly idealized, invites readers to question the 

historical realities of chivalric warfare. Similarly, Malory’s Arthurian narrative 

portrays chivalry as an ideal undermined by internal conflict and human weakness. 



 

Выпуск журнала No-40               Часть–6_Декабрь–2025 

252 

The downfall of Arthur’s court suggests that chivalric ideals, while noble, are 

ultimately unsustainable in a flawed world. 

   Across medieval romance literature, chivalry functions as a narrative 

framework for exploring ethical dilemmas and social tensions. The ideal knight 

embodies cultural aspirations, but his failures reveal the contradictions embedded 

within feudal ideology. Romance thus becomes a space where chivalric values are 

both affirmed and interrogated. 

RESULTS 

   The findings of this study indicate that chivalric ideals in medieval romance 

literature are complex, dynamic, and often contradictory. Rather than presenting a 

unified moral code, romances depict chivalry as a set of competing values that must 

be continually negotiated. Honor, loyalty, love, and religious devotion frequently 

come into conflict, revealing the fragility of the chivalric ideal. 

   The results also demonstrate that medieval romance plays a crucial role in 

shaping cultural perceptions of knighthood. By dramatizing ethical challenges, these 

narratives educate audiences about ideal behavior while acknowledging its 

limitations. Chivalry emerges as an aspirational model rather than a practical reality. 

    Furthermore, the study shows that the literary representation of chivalry 

evolves over time. Early romances tend to emphasize heroic achievement and moral 

refinement, while later texts adopt a more critical tone, reflecting broader social and 

political changes. This evolution underscores the adaptability of chivalric ideals 

within medieval culture.  

CONCLUSION 

This article concludes that medieval romance literature serves as a vital 

medium for articulating and examining chivalric ideals. Through narratives of 

adventure, love, and moral testing, romances construct a vision of knighthood that 

reflects both cultural aspirations and ideological tensions. Chivalry emerges not as a 

static code but as a dynamic and contested ideal shaped by historical context and 
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literary imagination. Recognizing this complexity enhances our understanding of 

medieval literature and the ethical foundations of European literary tradition.  
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