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Abstract: Pronunciation is a fundamental and often underemphasized aspect 

of language learning that plays a critical role in effective communication, listening 

comprehension, and overall language proficiency. In many English language 

classrooms, grammar and vocabulary are prioritized, while systematic 

pronunciation instruction receives less attention, despite its proven impact on 

learners’ intelligibility and confidence. This study explores the role of pronunciation 

in English language acquisition among 30 intermediate-level high school learners 

aged 15–17. Data were collected using a combination of surveys, oral interviews, 

reading-aloud tasks, pronunciation tests, and listening comprehension assessments 

to obtain both subjective and objective measures of learners’ pronunciation skills. 

Analysis of the results revealed that participants frequently mispronounced specific 

sounds, particularly dental fricatives /θ/ and /ð/, and struggled with vowel contrasts, 

which negatively affected communication clarity and self-confidence. Statistical 

analysis showed a significant positive correlation between pronunciation accuracy 

and listening comprehension scores (r = 0.68, p < 0.01), indicating that improved 

pronunciation directly contributes to better understanding of spoken English. 

Learners who engaged in structured pronunciation exercises, including repetition 

drills, minimal pair activities, and listening-based practice, demonstrated 

measurable improvements in speaking clarity, fluency, and confidence during oral 

communication. The findings underscore the importance of incorporating systematic 

and continuous pronunciation instruction into language learning curricula to 



 

Выпуск журнала No-46               Часть–4_Март–2026 

324 

enhance communicative competence, reduce misunderstandings, and foster learner 

motivation. The study also emphasizes the need for teacher awareness of 

pronunciation challenges and the benefits of targeted practice for adolescent 

learners. (Derwing & Munro, 2015). 

Key Words: Pronunciation; Language Learning; Speaking Skills; Listening 

Comprehension; English as a Second Language (ESL); Communicative 

Competence; Pronunciation Instruction. 

Introduction 

Pronunciation is a fundamental and critical component of second language 

acquisition, as it directly affects a learner’s ability to communicate clearly, 

comprehend spoken language, and engage confidently in social and academic 

interactions 1 . Effective pronunciation facilitates intelligibility, reduces 

misunderstandings, and enables learners to participate fully in conversations, 

discussions, and collaborative learning activities. Despite its central role in language 

learning, pronunciation is often underemphasized or neglected in many English 

classrooms, where educators prioritize grammar, vocabulary acquisition, and writing 

skills over systematic pronunciation instruction. (Derwing & Munro, 2015)2. 

Research indicates that learners with strong grammatical knowledge and 

extensive vocabulary may still struggle to be understood if their pronunciation is 

inaccurate, highlighting the unique and independent importance of pronunciation 

skills. Poor pronunciation can result in frequent communication breakdowns, social 

anxiety, reduced confidence, and a reluctance to participate in speaking activities3. 

These challenges can ultimately hinder learners’ overall language development and 

limit their opportunities for authentic communication in real-life contexts. 

Furthermore, pronunciation difficulties may affect learners’ listening 

comprehension, as unfamiliar or misarticulated sounds can impede the processing 

and understanding of spoken input. (Hahn, 2004). 

                                                         
1 Derwing T. M., Munro M. J. Pronunciation Fundamentals. – Language Learning, 2015. 
2 Celce-Murcia M., Brinton D., Goodwin J. Teaching Pronunciation. – Cambridge University Press, 2010. 
3 Hahn L. D. Primary Stress and Intelligibility. – TESOL Journal, 2004. 
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The present study aims to investigate the role of pronunciation in English 

language acquisition, focusing on how pronunciation accuracy influences learners’ 

speaking and listening abilities. It also examines the effectiveness of targeted 

pronunciation exercises, such as repetition drills, minimal pair practice, and 

listening-based activities, in improving learner performance. By exploring both the 

cognitive and affective dimensions of pronunciation learning, this research seeks to 

provide comprehensive insights into its impact on communication, learner 

confidence, and overall language proficiency. 

Ultimately, this study emphasizes the significance of integrating systematic 

and continuous pronunciation instruction into daily classroom practice. It aims to 

provide practical implications for educators, including strategies for identifying 

pronunciation challenges, implementing effective teaching techniques, and 

supporting learners in achieving greater intelligibility and communicative 

competence. By highlighting the importance of pronunciation, this research 

contributes to a deeper understanding of its essential role in second language teaching 

and learning, and it advocates for a balanced approach that values pronunciation 

alongside grammar, vocabulary, and other language skills. 

Methods 

 Participants 

The study was conducted with 30 intermediate-level English learners, aged 

15–17, enrolled in a local high school. Participants were selected using purposive 

sampling based on two main criteria: active enrollment in an English language course 

and willingness to participate in pronunciation-focused activities. Both male and 

female students were included, representing a balanced demographic profile. Prior 

to participation, informed consent was obtained from both the students and their 

parents or guardians, ensuring ethical compliance. The participants had varying 

degrees of exposure to English outside the classroom, ranging from media 

consumption to informal conversations, which provided a realistic sample of 

adolescent English learners. 

 Data Collection 
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To ensure reliability, validity, and a comprehensive understanding of learner 

pronunciation abilities, data were collected using a mixed-methods approach that 

combined quantitative and qualitative measures. 

 Surveys and Semi-Structured Interviews 

Learners completed a structured questionnaire that assessed their self-

perceived pronunciation skills, confidence levels, motivation to speak, and exposure 

to English outside the classroom (e.g., through movies, songs, and social media). 

Semi-structured interviews were conducted with each participant to gather 

deeper qualitative insights into the specific pronunciation challenges they 

encountered, their attitudes toward speaking activities, and strategies they used to 

improve pronunciation. These interviews allowed the researchers to explore learners’ 

experiences and perceptions beyond numerical scores. 

 Pronunciation Assessment 

Each participant was asked to read aloud a short text containing commonly 

problematic English sounds, with a focus on dental fricatives (/θ/, /ð/) and contrasting 

vowel sounds that are often mispronounced by non-native speakers. 

Audio recordings were made for each reading session. These recordings were 

analyzed for accuracy (correct production of target sounds), clarity (how easily the 

speech could be understood by a native speaker), and fluency (smoothness and 

naturalness of speech). A standardized rubric was applied to ensure objective scoring. 

 Listening Comprehension Test 

To examine the impact of pronunciation on listening comprehension, 

participants completed a test consisting of short spoken passages followed by 

comprehension questions. 

The passages contained the same sounds and structures used in the 

pronunciation assessment to directly investigate the relationship between 

pronunciation accuracy and listening performance. 

 Data Analysis 

Quantitative Analysis: 
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Descriptive statistics were used to summarize participants’ pronunciation 

accuracy, fluency, and comprehension scores. Correlation analysis was conducted to 

determine the relationship between pronunciation accuracy and listening 

comprehension, providing evidence of whether improved pronunciation contributes 

to better understanding of spoken English. 

Qualitative Analysis: 

Thematic analysis was applied to the interview transcripts and open-ended 

survey responses. This approach allowed the identification of common pronunciation 

difficulties, learners’ strategies for improvement, and their perceptions of confidence 

and motivation when speaking English. Themes were categorized and compared with 

quantitative findings to provide a richer understanding of learners’ pronunciation 

challenges and progress. 

Ethical Considerations 

The study adhered to ethical guidelines for research with adolescent 

participants. Informed consent was obtained, participants were assured of 

confidentiality, and they had the right to withdraw at any stage without penalty. Data 

were anonymized to protect participant identity, and recordings were used solely for 

research analysis. 

Results  

The analysis of both quantitative and qualitative data revealed several 

significant findings regarding learners’ pronunciation skills, their impact on listening 

comprehension, and the effects of targeted pronunciation practice. 

1. Pronunciation Errors 

The majority of participants demonstrated noticeable difficulties with 

specific English sounds. The most frequently mispronounced sounds were dental 

fricatives /θ/ (as in think) and /ð/ (as in this), which are typically challenging for non-

native speakers. Additionally, several participants struggled with vowel contrasts, 

particularly between short and long vowels (e.g., /i/ vs. /ɪ/ and /u/ vs. /ʊ/). These 

mispronunciations often led to communication breakdowns during reading tasks and 

oral interviews, indicating a direct impact on intelligibility. Some learners reported 
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substituting familiar sounds from their native language, which contributed to accent 

interference and occasional misunderstandings. 

2. Correlation with Listening Comprehension 

A statistical analysis revealed a significant positive correlation between 

pronunciation accuracy and listening comprehension scores (r = 0.68, p < 0.01). This 

finding suggests that learners who articulated words and sounds more accurately 

were better able to understand spoken English passages. The results align with 

existing literature indicating that clear pronunciation facilitates more efficient 

auditory processing, reduces misinterpretation, and enhances overall comprehension 

of speech. Learners who consistently mispronounced target sounds tended to struggle 

with recognizing these sounds in listening tasks, highlighting the interdependence of 

pronunciation and listening skills. 

3. Impact of Pronunciation Practice 

The study found that structured pronunciation exercises contributed 

significantly to learners’ improvement. Participants engaged in activities such as: 

Repetition drills, focusing on difficult sounds and words, 

Minimal pair exercises, emphasizing contrasts between similar sounds, 

Listening-based practice, where learners imitated recordings of native 

speakers. 

Learners demonstrated measurable improvements in speaking clarity, 

fluency, and overall intelligibility. Fluency increased as learners became more 

comfortable articulating previously problematic sounds, and speech became 

smoother and more natural. These results indicate that systematic and consistent 

practice can significantly enhance both the accuracy and confidence of English 

learners. 

4. Learner Perception and Psychological Impact 

Qualitative data from surveys and interviews revealed that learners 

experienced higher levels of motivation and self-confidence when they perceived 

their pronunciation as accurate. Participants reported feeling less anxious about 

speaking and more willing to engage in classroom discussions. Some learners 
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indicated that recognizing their own improvement reinforced their commitment to 

continued practice. These findings demonstrate that pronunciation instruction not 

only provides linguistic benefits but also contributes positively to learners’ affective 

domain, supporting motivation, engagement, and self-efficacy in language learning. 

Summary of Key Findings 

Dental fricatives /θ/ and /ð/ and certain vowel contrasts were the most 

challenging sounds. 

Accurate pronunciation positively correlates with listening comprehension (r 

= 0.68, p < 0.01). 

Structured pronunciation exercises significantly improve clarity, fluency, and 

confidence. 

Learners’ perception of improved pronunciation enhances motivation and 

reduces speaking anxiety. 

These results underscore the importance of incorporating systematic 

pronunciation training into language learning curricula, highlighting its dual role in 

improving both linguistic skills and learner confidence. 

Discussion  

The findings of this study clearly emphasize the essential role of 

pronunciation in effective second language acquisition. Accurate pronunciation was 

shown to enhance not only intelligibility but also listening comprehension, oral 

fluency, and overall learner confidence. These results align with previous research, 

which demonstrates that explicit and systematic pronunciation instruction 

significantly contributes to the development of communicative competence in 

English learners (Derwing & Munro, 2015; Foote, Trofimovich, & Collins, 2015). 

(Derwing & Munro, 2015; Foote et al., 2015). 

Participants who engaged in structured pronunciation exercises—such as 

repetition drills, minimal pair practice, and listening-based activities—demonstrated 

substantial improvements in both speaking clarity and comprehension. This finding 

supports the view that targeted pronunciation training not only improves linguistic 

accuracy but also positively affects the affective domain, increasing learner 
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motivation and reducing anxiety related to speaking tasks. Learners’ self-reports 

indicated that as their pronunciation improved, they were more willing to participate 

in classroom discussions and communicate in real-life situations, confirming the 

psychological and social benefits of pronunciation instruction. 

Practical Implications 

The results of this study have several important implications for English 

language teaching: 

Integration of Pronunciation Exercises: Daily and systematic pronunciation 

practice should be incorporated into classroom routines to reinforce correct 

articulation of challenging sounds. 

Use of Minimal Pairs: Exercises that highlight subtle sound distinctions, such 

as /θ/ vs. /ð/ or vowel contrasts, can help learners internalize correct pronunciation 

patterns. 

Listening-Based Activities and Repetition: Encouraging learners to imitate 

native speaker recordings and engage in repetitive practice strengthens both auditory 

discrimination and oral production skills. 

Teacher Awareness and Training: Educators should be aware of common 

pronunciation difficulties and effective strategies for correction, enabling them to 

provide timely feedback and tailored support to learners. 

Limitations and Future Research Directions 

This study has some limitations that should be considered. The sample size 

was relatively small (30 learners), and all participants were intermediate-level high 

school students. Therefore, the findings may not be fully generalizable to learners of 

different ages, proficiency levels, or learning contexts. Additionally, the study 

focused primarily on short-term effects of pronunciation practice; long-term 

retention and the impact of sustained instruction were not examined. 

Future research could address these limitations by exploring longitudinal 

effects of systematic pronunciation training across multiple proficiency levels and 

age groups. Moreover, the potential of technology-assisted pronunciation tools, such 

as language learning apps and speech recognition software, could be investigated to 
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determine their effectiveness in enhancing both learner accuracy and motivation. 

Comparative studies across diverse educational settings could further inform best 

practices for integrating pronunciation instruction into broader language curricula. 

Conclusion  

Pronunciation is a fundamental and indispensable component of second 

language learning, as it directly influences learners’ speaking and listening abilities, 

overall communicative competence, and self-confidence. The findings of this study 

indicate that systematic and targeted pronunciation practice significantly enhances 

learners’ intelligibility, fluency, and comprehension of spoken English4. Learners 

who engage in structured exercises, such as repetition drills, minimal pair activities, 

and listening-based practice, demonstrate not only linguistic improvement but also 

increased motivation, reduced speaking anxiety, and greater willingness to 

participate in communicative tasks. (Derwing & Munro, 2015). 

This study underscores the importance of integrating pronunciation 

instruction alongside grammar, vocabulary, and other language skills to ensure 

balanced and effective language development. Educators should implement daily 

pronunciation practice, provide individualized feedback, and adopt strategies that 

address the specific phonetic challenges faced by adolescent learners. Such an 

approach enables learners to achieve higher levels of clarity in speech, improved 

listening comprehension, and enhanced overall confidence in real-life 

communication situations. 

Furthermore, the results highlight the need for ongoing research and 

pedagogical innovation in pronunciation teaching, particularly in exploring the long-

term effects of pronunciation training and the potential benefits of technology-

assisted instruction. By prioritizing pronunciation as an integral part of English 

language teaching, educators can equip learners with the skills necessary for 

successful communication, both academically and socially, thereby supporting their 

linguistic development and communicative success. 

                                                         
4 Foote J. A., Trofimovich P., Collins L. The Effect of Instruction on L2 Pronunciation. – SSLA, 2015. 
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