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Annotation: Language is constantly evolving, shaped by social, cultural, and
technological changes. This study explores linguistic innovation in youth speech,
focusing on the emergence of new words (neologisms) in modern communication,
especially in digital environments. Using qualitative and quantitative methods, the
research analyzes how young people create and use new lexical items, the processes
involved, and their communicative functions. The findings reveal that youth language
is highly dynamic, driven by identity construction, creativity, and the influence of
social media. The study contributes to understanding language change in
contemporary society.
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Annotatsiya: Til doimiy ravishda rivojlanib boradi va bu jarayon ijtimoiy,

madaniy va texnologik o ‘zgarishlar ta’sirida shakllanadi. Ushbu tadqiqot yoshlarda

til innovatsiyasini, xususan, zamonaviy kommunikatsiya
yangi so ‘zlar (neologizmlar) paydo be
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migdoriy usullar qo ‘llanilib, yoshlar yangi leksik birliklarni qanday yaratishi va

ishlatishi, buning jarayonlari hamda ularning kommunikativ funksiyalari tahlil
qilindi. Natijalar shuni ko ‘rsatadiki, yoshlarda nutq juda dinamik bo ‘lib, bu jarayon
shaxsiylikni ifodalash, ijodkorlik va ijtimoiy tarmogqlar ta’siri bilan bog ‘liq. Tadgiqot
zamonaviy jamiyatda til o zgarishini tushunishga hissa qo ‘shadli.

Kalit so‘zlar: lingvistik innovatsiya, yoshlar tili, neologizmlar, ragamli
kommunikatsiya, sotsiollingvistika, til o ‘zgarishi, leksik innovatsiya, so‘z yaratish
jarayoni, semantik o ‘zgarish, kod almashinuvi (code-switching), so‘z olish
(borrowing), slang, internet tili, onlayn diskurs, kompyuter orqali o ‘tkaziladigan
kommunikatsiya, multimodal kommunikatsiya, shaxsiyatni ifodalash, guruh
identifikatsiyasi, til variantlari, diskurs tahlili, yoshlar madaniyati, ijtimoiy
tarmoglar tili, norasmiy kommunikatsiya, leksik ijodkorlik, til evolyutsiyasi,
globalizatsiya va til, gibrid til shakllari, kommunikatsiya texnologiyalari, lingvistik
tendensiyalar, tengdosh guruhlar bilan kommunikatsiya.

AHHomauu;l: 361K NOCMOSIHHO paseusaenics noo GnusHuem COYUAIbHDBIX,
KYJbnt)ypHolX U  MEXHO/I0cUYECKUX UBMEHEHUII. B oannom uccneoo8anuu
pacemampueaemcs JuHeBUCMuU4YecKas UHHoO8aAyus 6 pedu MO]ZO@QD!CM, C AKUeHmom
HA NoAe6JleHUe HOBblX Cl106 (H@O]lOZMS’MOG) 6 COBPEMEHHOM 06u;eHuu, 0CcoOeHHo 6
Lﬂld)p06’07j cpede. C ucnonvzo6anuem Ka4ecmeenHbix U KOJIUYEeCmEeHHbIX Memoooe
anaiusupyemcs, Kax MONO0edHCs C030aém U Ucnojibzyem HO6ble JIEKCUYECKUE
eduuuubz, KakKue npoyeccol npu  3niom 300elUcmeosansbl. U  KAKOBbl  UX
KOMMYHUKAMUBHblLE gbymcuuu. P e€3yjlibmambsl noxKasvleaiom, 4mo A3blK MoJio0edcu
AGAEemcs KpazZHe ()uHaMuLlelM, OBUNHCUMBIM cmpemileHuem K CamoBblpadsiCeruio,
KpeamueHOCNIbO U 6IUAHUEM COYUATIBHbLX cemei. Hccneoosanue enocum 6xkaao 6
NOHUMAHUE A3bIKOBbIX USMEHEHUU 6 COBPEMEHHOM 06W€Ci116€.

Knroueevie ciaoea.iuHeeucmuyecKas UHHOBAYUA, A3bIK MOJZO@@DfCM,
HeoJlocUu3msl, Lﬂl¢p0661}l KOMMYHUKAYUA, COYUOJIUHCBUCMUKA, A13bIKO6Bble USMEHEHUA,

JleKcu4decKkas uHHoeayusl, CJZ06006pa306aHu€, cemarnmuvyecKue cbeueu, KO@'C@M’-!MHZ,

3aumcmeosdanue, CileHe, UHMEPHEM-A3bIK, OHJlAU

onocpe()oeanﬂaﬂ KOMMYHUKAYUA,
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udeHmutmocmu, cpynnoeasi udeHmulmocmb, A3bIKOBbLE 6APUARMDbL, OuCRypc-aHamw,

KYIbMypa MOL00eHCU, 5A3bIK COYUANbHBIX cemell, HeqhOpMAanbHAaAsi KOMMYHUKAYUS,
JIEKCU4YeCKoe meop4decmeo, 360J1I0YyuUsl A3blKd, 2ﬂ06aﬂu3a14uﬂ U A3bIK, 2u6puc)Hbze
A3bIKOBblE d)Oprl, MEexXHoI0cUU KOMMYHUKAYUU, JTUHSBUCMUYECKUE meHdeHuuu,
KOMMYHUKAYUA 6 CBEPCMHUYECKUX cpYNnNnaXx.

Introduction

Language is not a static system; it evolves continuously in response to
cultural, social, and technological pressures. In recent decades, the rapid growth of
digital communication platforms has significantly accelerated linguistic change.
Young people, as active users of social media, play a crucial role in shaping modern
language.

Youth speech is often characterized by creativity, experimentation, and the
frequent introduction of new words and expressions. These innovations are not
random; they reflect identity, group belonging, and social trends. Understanding how
and why these linguistic changes occur is essential for modern linguistics,
particularly in the fields of sociolinguistics and discourse analysis. This study aims
to investigate the emergence of new words in youth speech and analyze the
mechanisms behind linguistic innovation in contemporary communication.

Literature Review

Linguistic innovation has been widely studied in sociolinguistics and
discourse analysis.

David Crystal argues that language change is accelerated by online
interaction, where users experiment with spelling, grammar, and vocabulary®. Jean
Aitchison notes that neologisms arise through natural cognitive and social processes,
not randomly.

! David Crystal argues that language change is accelerated by online interaction, whe

grammar, and vocabulary.
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Allan Metcalf highlights that successful new words often reflect cultural

relevance and ease of use. In addition, Tagliamonte and Denis found that youth are
leaders in adopting and spreading linguistic innovations.

Methodology

This study employs a descriptive and analytical approach to examine
linguistic innovation in youth speech, with particular attention to the emergence of
neologisms in modern digital communication. The research is based on naturally
occurring language data collected from various online platforms, including social
media, messaging applications, and informal digital interactions among young users.
The participants represented in the dataset belong to the age group of 15 to 25, as this
demographic is considered the most active in generating and spreading new linguistic
forms.

The data collection process involved selecting authentic examples of youth
communication in both written and conversational formats, ensuring that the material
reflects real-life usage rather than elicited responses2. The collected data were then
systematically analyzed to identify newly formed lexical items and expressions that
deviate from standard language norms. These items were examined in terms of their
structural characteristics, including processes such as abbreviation, blending,
borrowing, and semantic shift.

In addition to identifying linguistic forms, the study also focused on
interpreting their communicative and social functions within specific contexts. A
combination of qualitative and quantitative methods was applied, where qualitative
analysis was used to explore meanings and usage patterns, while quantitative
observations helped determine the frequency and distribution of innovations across
the dataset. 3The analysis was guided by principles of sociolinguistics and digital
discourse analysis, allowing for a deeper understanding of how language reflects

identity, group dynamics, and technological influence.

2 William Labov, Sociolinguistic Patterns. Philadelphia: University of Pen
3 John W. Creswell, Research Design: Qualitative, Quantitative, an

Sage Publications, 2014..
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To ensure the reliability of the findings, data from multiple sources and

contexts were compared, and recurring patterns were carefully verified. The use of
authentic communication data enhances the validity of the study, as it captures
genuine linguistic behavior in contemporary youth interaction.

Results

The results of the study demonstrate that linguistic innovation is a prominent
and consistent feature of youth communication, particularly within digital
environments. The analysis shows that young speakers actively generate and adopt
new lexical items, reflecting both creativity and adaptability in language use. A
significant number of the identified innovations are characterized by shortened
forms, including abbreviations and acronyms, which align with the need for rapid
and efficient communication in online contexts.

The findings also indicate that semantic change plays a crucial role in the
development of new expressions, as existing words are frequently assigned novel
meanings that are understood within specific social and cultural contexts .
Additionally, the widespread presence of code-switching and lexical borrowing
highlights the influence of multilingualism and globalization on youth language
practices.

Another important result is the strong connection between linguistic
innovation and social identity. The use of particular words and expressions serves as
a marker of group membership and allows young people to differentiate themselves
from other social groups. At the same time, the data reveal that the diffusion of new
linguistic forms is largely facilitated by digital communication platforms, where
innovations can spread rapidly among users.

Furthermore, the study finds that not all neologisms have equal longevity.
While some expressions are temporary and disappear after limited use, others gain

broader acceptance and may eventually become integrated into everyday language.

“Elizabeth Closs Traugott and Richard B. Dasher, Regularity.in
Press, 2002.
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Overall, the results confirm that youth language is dynamic, systematic, and closely

linked to technological and social developments.

Analysis

The analysis of the collected data indicates that linguistic innovation in youth
speech is a structured and meaningful process shaped by both linguistic mechanisms
and social factors. °The emergence of new lexical items is closely connected to the
communicative needs of young speakers, particularly within fast-paced digital
environments. One of the most prominent features observed is the tendency toward
economy of expression, where users favor shorter and more efficient forms such as
abbreviations, acronyms, and clipped words. This reflects the influence of instant
messaging and social media, where speed and brevity are highly valued.

In addition to structural simplification, the data reveal significant semantic
changes, as existing words acquire new meanings that are context-dependent and
often specific to youth culture. These semantic innovations are not arbitrary but are
closely tied to shared experiences and collective understanding within peer groups.
Furthermore, the integration of elements from multiple languages demonstrates the
impact of globalization and multilingual communication, with young speakers
frequently engaging in code-switching and borrowing.

Another important aspect of the analysis is the role of digital communication
tools in shaping language use. Non-verbal elements such as emojis, memes, and
visual symbols. The analysis of the collected data indicates that linguistic innovation
In youth speech is a structured and meaningful process shaped by both linguistic
mechanisms and social factors.nction as essential components of meaning,
complementing or even replacing traditional linguistic forms. This highlights the
multimodal nature of modern communication, where meaning is constructed through
a combination of textual and visual resources.

Moreover, linguistic innovation serves important social functions. The use of

newly created or modified words allows young people to express identity, signal

5. David Crystal, The Cambridge Encyclopedia of the English
Press, 2011.
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group membership, and establish social boundaries®. At the same time, the analysis

shows that the lifespan of these innovations varies: while some expressions remain
temporary and context-specific, others gain wider acceptance and may eventually
become part of the standard lexicon.

Overall, the findings suggest that youth linguistic innovation is not random
or chaotic but reflects adaptive strategies that respond to technological developments,
social interaction, and cultural change.

Discussion

The findings of this study confirm that youth play a central role in driving
linguistic innovation, particularly within digital communication environments. The
emergence of new words reflects not only the need for efficient communication but
also the desire for creative expression and identity formation. Consistent with
previous research, the results show that online platforms significantly accelerate the
spread and adoption of neologisms.

Moreover, linguistic innovation among young speakers demonstrates the
influence of globalization, as elements from different languages are actively
combined and adapted. Rather than indicating a decline in language standards, these
changes highlight the flexibility and adaptability of language in response to modern
communicative demands. Overall, youth language can be seen as a dynamic system
that contributes to ongoing language evolution.

Conclusion

This study examined linguistic innovation in youth speech, focusing on the
emergence of new words in modern communication. The findings show that young
people are key agents of language change, using creative strategies to adapt language
to new communicative needs.

The influence of digital media has accelerated the process of linguistic

innovation, making language more dynamic than ever. Future research could explore

5 Penelope Eckert, Jocks and Burnouts: Social Categories and
College Press, 2000)
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cross-cultural differences in youth language or the long-term impact of digital

communication on linguistic systems.
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