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Annotation: Language diversity represents one of the most valuable aspects
of human cultural heritage, reflecting the history, identity, and worldview of different
communities. This study examines the global distribution of languages, the factors
contributing to linguistic diversity, and the growing issue of endangered languages.
The research highlights the causes of language extinction, including globalization,
urbanization. And sociopolitical pressures. Furthermore, it explores the importance
of preserving linguistic diversity for cultural sustainability, cognitive development,
and scientific knowledge. The findings emphasize the urgent need for documentation,
revitalization programs, and educational policies to protect endangered languages.

The findings of this study emphasize the urgent need for coordinated efforts
to protect endangered languages. These include systematic documentation,
community-based revitalization programs, and inclusive educational policies that
support multilingualism and promote minority languages. Ultimately, preserving
linguistic diversity is not only a cultural responsibility but also a vital step toward
maintaining the intellectual and social richness of humanity

Keyword: Language diversity, endangered languages, linguistic extinction,
multilingualism, cultural heritage, language preservation, globalization

Annotatsiya: Til xilma-xilligi insoniyat madaniy merosining eng gimmatli

Jihatlaridan biri bo ‘lib, u turli jamiyatlarning tarixi, o zligi va dunyoqarashini aks

ettiradi. Ushbu tadqiqot dunyo bo ‘ylab tillarning targq
ta’sir qiluvchi omillarni hamda yo ‘qolib
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Tadgiqot til yo ‘qolishining asosiy sabablarini, jumladan globallashuv, urbanizatsiya

va ijtimoiy-siyosiy bosimlarni yoritib beradi. Bundan tashqari, u til xilma-xilligini
saglab golishning madaniy bargarorlik, kognitiv rivojlanish va ilmiy bilimlar uchun
ahamiyatini tahlil giladi. Natijalar yo ‘qolib borayotgan tillarni himoya qilish uchun
hujjatlashtirish, qayta tiklash dasturlari va ta’lim siyosatini rivojlantirish zarurligini
ta’kidlaydi.

Tadgiqot natijalari yo‘qolib borayotgan tillarni himoya gqilish uchun
muvofiqlashtirilgan harakatlar zarurligini yana bir bor ko ‘rsatadi. Bular tizimli
hujjatlashtirish, jamoaga asoslangan qayta tiklash dasturlari va ko'p tillilikni
qo ‘llab-quvvatlovchi hamda ozchilik tillarni targib qiluvchi inklyuziv ta’lim
siyosatini o z ichiga oladi. Oxir-oqibat, til xilma-xilligini saglab qolish nafagat
madaniy mas uliyat, balki insoniyatning intellektual va ijtimoiy boyligini asrash
yo ‘lidagi muhim qadamdir.

Kalit so“zlar: Til xilma-xilligi, yo ‘qolib borayotgan tillar, tilning yo ‘q bo ‘lib
ketishi, ko ‘p tillilik, madaniy meros, tilni saglab qolish, globallashuv.

Annomauusa: f3viko6oe paznoobpasue a61emcs 0OHUM U3 CAMbIX YEHHbIX
ACneKmo8  KyJIbMmypHO20  HACLeOusi  yelogedecmsed, Ompax)cas  UCMOPUIO,
CAMOOLIMHOCMb U MUPOBO33PEHUE DATUYHBIX cO0OWecms. [lannoe ucciedosanue
paccmampusaem 2100a1bHOe pacnpeoeienue A3blK08, Pakmopul, CHOCOOCMEYIouue
JIUHSBUCTIUYECKOMY DA3HO0OPA3UIo, a makdce npoodnemy ucye3arowux s3vikos. B
UCCcne008aHuUu NOOYEPKUBAIOMC OCHOGHbIE HNPUYUHbL UCYE3HOBEHUS A3bIKOS,
BKIIOYAs 2N0OanU3ayUlo, ypOAHU3ayUulo U COYUANbHO-NOIUMUYECKOe OasileHUe.
Kpome moeo, paccmampusaemcst 8axCHOCMb COXPAHEHUSL A3bIKOBO2O PA3HO00OPA3USL
07151 KYJIbMYPHOU YCMOUYUBOCU, KOSHUMUBHO20 PA36UMUSL U HAYYHBIX 3HAHUU.
Pezynomamor noduepxusarom Heo6X00UMOCMb OOKYMEHMUPOBAHUSA, NPOCPAMM
803POJNCOCHUSL U  pPA3PAOOMKU  00pPA308AMENbHOU NOJUMUKU 0N 3AUUMbL
ucue3arouux A3vIKo8.

Pesynomamsr  0amnoco  uccnedosanus ewe paz  noomeepicoarom

He0OX00UMOCMb CKOOPOUHUPOBAHHBIX YCUIULL NO 3al,

HUM OmHocsAmcA cucmemamuvdecKkas 00
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OCHOBAHHbIE HA YyHacmuu COO6M4€CW16, a mdaxoce URKIIO3UBHAA 06pa306am€ﬂbHaﬂ

noaumuka, I’lOOdepOfCMBCIIOWCZ}Z MHOCOA3bIHUE U pA3eumuUe A3blKO8 MEHbUIUHCME. B
KOHEYHOM umoze COXpPAHEHUe A3blKOB020 pa3H006pa3uﬂ AenAAemcs He MmOoJIbKO
Kyﬂbmypuod 06}l3aHHOCI’I’lbIO, HO U B4J){CHbIM WA2OM HA Nymu COXPAHEHRUA
UHMEIEKNTYAJIbHO20 U COYUATIbHO2CO bocamcmea uenoseyecmaa.

Knioueesvie cnosa: ‘3vikosoe pa3H006pa3ue, ucyesamwoujue  A3blKU,
6bIMUPAHUE A3bIKO6, MHO20A3bl4UE, K)YIbmYypHOE HaCJledue, COXpaHeHUue A£3blK0a6,

2n0oanu3ayusl.

Literature review

Introduction

Language diversity is one of the most significant aspects of human cultural
heritage. Languages function not only as tools of communication but also as carriers
of identity, knowledge, and social values. According to UNESCO, approximately
7,000 languages are currently spoken worldwide, reflecting immense linguistic
diversity across regions and cultures €. However, this diversity is increasingly under
threat due to globalization, migration, and socio-political changes. The present
literature review examines scholarly perspectives on global language diversity and
the growing issue of endangered languages.

UNESCO

1. Global Language Diversity

Scholars widely agree that linguistic diversity is unevenly distributed across
the world, with the highest concentration found in regions such as Papua New
Guinea, Sub-Saharan Africa, and parts of Asia. Language diversity is closely linked
to cultural diversity and biodiversity, as many indigenous communities maintain
unique linguistic systems tied to their environment.

UNESCO emphasizes that multilingualism plays a crucial role in social

inclusion, cultural preservation, and sustainable development €. Furthermore,

linguistic diversity supports the transmission of traditi
indigenous societies. However, despite
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languages, only a fraction enjoys official recognition or digital presence, highlighting

inequalities in linguistic representation €.

UNESCO

UNESCO

Recent studies also highlight the impact of historical and political processes
such as colonization, which have elevated certain global languages (e.g., English,
Spanish, French) while marginalizing smaller local languages. These dominant
languages continue to shape linguistic hierarchies and influence language use
worldwide .

A substantial body of literature highlights the alarming rate at which
languages are disappearing. UNESCO estimates that around 40% of the world’s
languages are endangered €. Additionally, more than 200 languages have become
extinct in recent generations, and thousands are at risk of disappearing by the end of
the century €.

UNESCO

Courier.unesco.org

Research indicates that languages with fewer than 10,000 speakers are
particularly vulnerable. In fact, the majority of endangered languages fall into this
category, making them highly susceptible to extinction due to demographic
pressures. Some predictions suggest that up to half of the world’s languages may
disappear by 2100 if current trends continue.

Language loss has far-reaching implications beyond communication.
Scholars argue that each language encodes unique worldviews, ecological
knowledge, and cultural practices. Therefore, the extinction of a language results in
the irreversible loss of human knowledge and cultural diversity.

UNESCO highlights that endangered languages are closely tied to cultural
identity and intellectual heritage, meaning their disappearance threatens not only

linguistic diversity but also human diversity as a whole.

In conclusion, the literature clearly demaon
linguistically rich, this diversity i
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languages is driven by complex socio-economic, political, and cultural factors.

Without immediate and sustained intervention, a significant portion of the world’s
linguistic heritage may be lost within the next century. Therefore, preserving
language diversity is not only a linguistic concern but also a global cultural and
ethical responsibility.

Methodology

A qualitative research approach was used to investigate language diversity
and endangerment:

Data Sources: Academic journals, UNESCO reports, and linguistic
databases.

Analysis:

» Review of global language statistics and classifications.

» Comparative analvsis of endangered languages across regions.

> Examination of sociolinguistic factors influencing language 10SS.

This method allows for a comprehensive understanding of both theoretical
and practical aspects of language preservation.

Results

The study reveals that language diversity is unevenly distributed across the
world. Regions such as Africa, Southeast Asia, and South America exhibit high
linguistic diversity, while Europe shows relatively lower diversity.?

One of the kev findings is that many languages have a very small number of
speakers, often fewer than 1.000 individuals. These languages are highly vulnerable
to extinction. Factors contributing to language endangerment include

Globalization: The spread of dominant languages reduces the use of minority
languages.

Urbanization: Migration to cities leads to language shift.

Education svstems: Preference for national or international languages in

schools

Social pressure: Minority languages may be pe
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Additionally, the loss of a language leads to the disappearance of traditional

knowledge, oral literature, and cultural identity. Many endangered languages contain
unique ecological and medicinal knowledge that cannot be easily translated into
dominant languages.?

Discussion

The findings demonstrate that language loss is not only a linguistic issue but
also a cultural and social problem. Language is deeply connected to identitv, and its
disappearance can lead to cultural assimilation and loss of heritage.

Efforts to preserve endangered languages have increased in recent vears.
These include:

Documentation through audio and video recordings

Development of writing svstems and dictionaries

Inclusion of minority languages in education

Community-based revitalization programs.

Technology also plays a significant role in language preservation. Digital
tools, mobile applications, and online platforms enable communities to learn and use
their native languages more effectively.”

From an educational perspective, promoting multilingualism can help
maintain linguistic diversity. Schools should encourage the use of native languages
alongside global languages, creating a balanced linguistic environment

Conclusion

Language diversity is a vital part of human heritage, but it is currently under
serious threat. This studv highlights:

The richness and importance of global linguistic diversity.

The rapid increase in endangered languages

The cultural and intellectual losses associated with language extinction.

Protecting endangered languages requires collaborative efforts from

governments, researchers, and communities. Future research should focus on

developing innovative strategies for language

technology into preservation efforts.
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