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Annotation: Language diversity represents one of the most valuable aspects 

of human cultural heritage, reflecting the history, identity, and worldview of different 

communities. This study examines the global distribution of languages, the factors 

contributing to linguistic diversity, and the growing issue of endangered languages. 

The research highlights the causes of language extinction, including globalization, 

urbanization. And sociopolitical pressures. Furthermore, it explores the importance 

of preserving linguistic diversity for cultural sustainability, cognitive development, 

and scientific knowledge. The findings emphasize the urgent need for documentation, 

revitalization programs, and educational policies to protect endangered languages. 

The findings of this study emphasize the urgent need for coordinated efforts 

to protect endangered languages. These include systematic documentation, 

community-based revitalization programs, and inclusive educational policies that 

support multilingualism and promote minority languages. Ultimately, preserving 

linguistic diversity is not only a cultural responsibility but also a vital step toward 

maintaining the intellectual and social richness of humanity 

Keyword: Language diversity, endangered languages, linguistic extinction, 

multilingualism, cultural heritage, language preservation, globalization 

Annotatsiya:  Til xilma-xilligi insoniyat madaniy merosining eng qimmatli 

jihatlaridan biri bo‘lib, u turli jamiyatlarning tarixi, o‘zligi va dunyoqarashini aks 

ettiradi. Ushbu tadqiqot dunyo bo‘ylab tillarning tarqalishini, til xilma-xilligiga 

ta’sir qiluvchi omillarni hamda yo‘qolib borayotgan tillar muammosini o‘rganadi. 
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Tadqiqot til yo‘qolishining asosiy sabablarini, jumladan globallashuv, urbanizatsiya 

va ijtimoiy-siyosiy bosimlarni yoritib beradi. Bundan tashqari, u til xilma-xilligini 

saqlab qolishning madaniy barqarorlik, kognitiv rivojlanish va ilmiy bilimlar uchun 

ahamiyatini tahlil qiladi. Natijalar yo‘qolib borayotgan tillarni himoya qilish uchun 

hujjatlashtirish, qayta tiklash dasturlari va ta’lim siyosatini rivojlantirish zarurligini 

ta’kidlaydi. 

Tadqiqot natijalari yo‘qolib borayotgan tillarni himoya qilish uchun 

muvofiqlashtirilgan harakatlar zarurligini yana bir bor ko‘rsatadi. Bular tizimli 

hujjatlashtirish, jamoaga asoslangan qayta tiklash dasturlari va ko‘p tillilikni 

qo‘llab-quvvatlovchi hamda ozchilik tillarni targ‘ib qiluvchi inklyuziv ta’lim 

siyosatini o‘z ichiga oladi. Oxir-oqibat, til xilma-xilligini saqlab qolish nafaqat 

madaniy mas’uliyat, balki insoniyatning intellektual va ijtimoiy boyligini asrash 

yo‘lidagi muhim qadamdir. 

Kalit so‘zlar: Til xilma-xilligi, yo‘qolib borayotgan tillar, tilning yo‘q bo‘lib 

ketishi, ko‘p tillilik, madaniy meros, tilni saqlab qolish, globallashuv. 

Аннотация: Языковое разнообразие является одним из самых ценных 

аспектов культурного наследия человечества, отражая историю, 

самобытность и мировоззрение различных сообществ. Данное исследование 

рассматривает глобальное распределение языков, факторы, способствующие 

лингвистическому разнообразию, а также проблему исчезающих языков. В 

исследовании подчеркиваются основные причины исчезновения языков, 

включая глобализацию, урбанизацию и социально-политическое давление. 

Кроме того, рассматривается важность сохранения языкового разнообразия 

для культурной устойчивости, когнитивного развития и научных знаний. 

Результаты подчеркивают необходимость документирования, программ 

возрождения и разработки образовательной политики для защиты 

исчезающих языков. 

Результаты данного исследования еще раз подтверждают 

необходимость скоординированных усилий по защите исчезающих языков. К 

ним относятся систематическая документация, программы возрождения, 
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основанные на участии сообществ, а также инклюзивная образовательная 

политика, поддерживающая многоязычие и развитие языков меньшинств. В 

конечном итоге сохранение языкового разнообразия является не только 

культурной обязанностью, но и важным шагом на пути сохранения 

интеллектуального и социального богатства человечества. 

Ключевые слова: Языковое разнообразие, исчезающие языки, 

вымирание языков, многоязычие, культурное наследие, сохранение языков, 

глобализация. 

 

Literature review  

Introduction  

Language diversity is one of the most significant aspects of human cultural 

heritage. Languages function not only as tools of communication but also as carriers 

of identity, knowledge, and social values. According to UNESCO, approximately 

7,000 languages are currently spoken worldwide, reflecting immense linguistic 

diversity across regions and cultures �. However, this diversity is increasingly under 

threat due to globalization, migration, and socio-political changes. The present 

literature review examines scholarly perspectives on global language diversity and 

the growing issue of endangered languages. 

UNESCO 

1. Global Language Diversity 

Scholars widely agree that linguistic diversity is unevenly distributed across 

the world, with the highest concentration found in regions such as Papua New 

Guinea, Sub-Saharan Africa, and parts of Asia. Language diversity is closely linked 

to cultural diversity and biodiversity, as many indigenous communities maintain 

unique linguistic systems tied to their environment. 

UNESCO emphasizes that multilingualism plays a crucial role in social 

inclusion, cultural preservation, and sustainable development �. Furthermore, 

linguistic diversity supports the transmission of traditional knowledge, especially in 

indigenous societies. However, despite the existence of over 8,000 documented 
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languages, only a fraction enjoys official recognition or digital presence, highlighting 

inequalities in linguistic representation �. 

UNESCO 

UNESCO 

Recent studies also highlight the impact of historical and political processes 

such as colonization, which have elevated certain global languages (e.g., English, 

Spanish, French) while marginalizing smaller local languages. These dominant 

languages continue to shape linguistic hierarchies and influence language use 

worldwide . 

A substantial body of literature highlights the alarming rate at which 

languages are disappearing. UNESCO estimates that around 40% of the world’s 

languages are endangered �. Additionally, more than 200 languages have become 

extinct in recent generations, and thousands are at risk of disappearing by the end of 

the century �. 

UNESCO 

Courier.unesco.org 

Research indicates that languages with fewer than 10,000 speakers are 

particularly vulnerable. In fact, the majority of endangered languages fall into this 

category, making them highly susceptible to extinction due to demographic 

pressures. Some predictions suggest that up to half of the world’s languages may 

disappear by 2100 if current trends continue. 

Language loss has far-reaching implications beyond communication. 

Scholars argue that each language encodes unique worldviews, ecological 

knowledge, and cultural practices. Therefore, the extinction of a language results in 

the irreversible loss of human knowledge and cultural diversity. 

UNESCO highlights that endangered languages are closely tied to cultural 

identity and intellectual heritage, meaning their disappearance threatens not only 

linguistic diversity but also human diversity as a whole. 

In conclusion, the literature clearly demonstrates that while the world is 

linguistically rich, this diversity is rapidly diminishing. The endangerment of 
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languages is driven by complex socio-economic, political, and cultural factors. 

Without immediate and sustained intervention, a significant portion of the world’s 

linguistic heritage may be lost within the next century. Therefore, preserving 

language diversity is not only a linguistic concern but also a global cultural and 

ethical responsibility. 

Methodology 

A qualitative research approach was used to investigate language diversity 

and endangerment: 

Data Sources: Academic journals, UNESCO reports, and linguistic 

databases. 

Analysis: 

‣ Review of global language statistics and classifications. 

‣ Comparative analvsis of endangered languages across regions. 

‣ Examination of sociolinguistic factors influencing language lOSS. 

This method allows for a comprehensive understanding of both theoretical 

and practical aspects of language preservation. 

Results 

The study reveals that language diversity is unevenly distributed across the 

world. Regions such as Africa, Southeast Asia, and South America exhibit high 

linguistic diversity, while Europe shows relatively lower diversity.? 

One of the kev findings is that many languages have a very small number of 

speakers, often fewer than 1.000 individuals. These languages are highly vulnerable 

to extinction. Factors contributing to language endangerment include 

Globalization: The spread of dominant languages reduces the use of minority 

languages. 

Urbanization: Migration to cities leads to language shift. 

Education svstems: Preference for national or international languages in 

schools 

Social pressure: Minority languages may be perceived as less prestigious. 
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Additionally, the loss of a language leads to the disappearance of traditional 

knowledge, oral literature, and cultural identity. Many endangered languages contain 

unique ecological and medicinal knowledge that cannot be easily translated into 

dominant languages.³ 

Discussion 

The findings demonstrate that language loss is not only a linguistic issue but 

also a cultural and social problem. Language is deeply connected to identitv, and its 

disappearance can lead to cultural assimilation and loss of heritage. 

Efforts to preserve endangered languages have increased in recent vears. 

These include: 

Documentation through audio and video recordings 

Development of writing svstems and dictionaries 

Inclusion of minority languages in education 

Community-based revitalization programs. 

Technology also plays a significant role in language preservation. Digital 

tools, mobile applications, and online platforms enable communities to learn and use 

their native languages more effectively.” 

From an educational perspective, promoting multilingualism can help 

maintain linguistic diversity. Schools should encourage the use of native languages 

alongside global languages, creating a balanced linguistic environment 

Conclusion 

Language diversity is a vital part of human heritage, but it is currently under 

serious threat. This studv highlights: 

The richness and importance of global linguistic diversity. 

The rapid increase in endangered languages 

The cultural and intellectual losses associated with language extinction. 

Protecting endangered languages requires collaborative efforts from 

governments, researchers, and communities. Future research should focus on 

developing innovative strategies for language revitalization and integrating 

technology into preservation efforts. 
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