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Abstract The rapid development of social media platforms has significantly 

influenced contemporary language use, particularly among young English language 

learners. This study examines how social media discourse affects vocabulary 

development, grammatical structures, and communicative strategies. The research 

adopts a mixed-method approach, combining qualitative and quantitative analysis 

of texts collected from platforms such as Instagram, TikTok, and Telegram. The 

findings reveal that social media enhances vocabulary acquisition, promotes 

linguistic creativity, and increases learner motivation. However, it also contributes 

to the simplification of grammatical structures and reduced adherence to formal 

writing conventions. The study highlights the importance of balancing informal 

digital communication with formal language learning practices. 
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INTRODUCTION 

In the modern digital era, social media has become an integral part of daily 

communication, especially among young people. Platforms such as Instagram, 

TikTok, and Telegram enable users to interact instantly, share ideas, and participate 

in global communication. For English language learners, these platforms provide 

continuous exposure to authentic language use in real-life contexts. 
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Unlike traditional classroom environments, social media promotes informal, 

spontaneous, and interactive communication. Learners frequently encounter 

abbreviations, slang, and innovative language forms, which contribute to the 

development of fluency and confidence. However, such exposure may also introduce 

non-standard linguistic patterns that differ from formal academic English. 

Therefore, it is essential to investigate how social media discourse influences 

language development. Understanding these effects can help educators integrate 

digital tools more effectively into language learning. 

METHODOLOGY 

This study employs a mixed-method research design to analyze the impact of 

social media discourse on English language use. Data were collected from various 

social media platforms, including user posts, comments, and private messages 

produced by English language learners. 

Quantitative analysis was conducted to identify frequently used vocabulary, 

abbreviations, and recurring linguistic patterns. In addition, qualitative analysis 

focused on communicative strategies, stylistic features, and contextual language use. 

This combined approach allows for a comprehensive understanding of both structural 

and functional aspects of language in digital environments. 

The data were systematically organized and analyzed to identify patterns 

reflecting language variation and communicative behavior. 

RESULTS 

The findings demonstrate that social media has a significant impact on 

language learning. Firstly, learners acquire new vocabulary rapidly, particularly 

informal expressions, internet slang, and commonly used phrases. This contributes 

to natural vocabulary expansion. 

Secondly, grammatical structures tend to be simplified. Users prefer short, 

direct sentences, prioritizing speed and clarity over grammatical accuracy. As a 

result, standard grammar rules are often neglected. 
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Thirdly, multimodal elements such as emojis, hashtags, and images play a 

crucial role in communication. These features enhance the expression of emotions 

and meaning, especially in informal contexts. 

Finally, learners show the ability to adapt their language based on context 

and audience, indicating the development of pragmatic competence. 

DISCUSSION 

The results suggest that social media plays a positive role in language 

learning by increasing exposure and encouraging active communication. Learners 

become more confident and engaged in using English, which is essential for language 

acquisition 

However, excessive reliance on informal language may negatively affect 

formal writing skills. Learners may develop habits such as incorrect spelling, reduced 

sentence complexity, and overuse of slang expressions. 

From an educational perspective, it is important to guide learners in using 

social media effectively. Teachers should integrate digital tools into their teaching 

while maintaining a strong focus on formal language accuracy. 

CONCLUSION 

Social media discourse plays a crucial role in shaping English language use 

among young learners. It supports vocabulary development, enhances 

communication skills, and reflects ongoing language change in a globalized world. 

At the same time, it may negatively influence grammatical accuracy and 

formal writing conventions. Therefore, maintaining a balance between informal 

digital communication and formal education is essential. With appropriate guidance, 

social media can serve as a powerful tool for language development. 
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