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Abstract. In this article is written about the relationship between sound 

patterns, paralinguistic and speaker attitude and also discussed   relationship 

between sound patterns and paralinguistic features in conveying speaker attitude in 

spoken communication. It argues that meaning is not determined solely by lexical 

content but is constructed through the interaction of phonological and acoustic 

elements such as intonation, pitch, loudness, rhythm, speech rate, pauses, and voice 

quality. These features function as carriers of emotional and attitudinal information, 

allowing speakers to express intentions, feelings, and interpersonal stance beyond 

words. From a theoretical perspective, the study highlights that sound patterns and 

paralinguistic cues form an integrated system that adds affective and evaluative 

dimensions to communication. Variations in vocal delivery can significantly alter the 

interpretation of identical linguistic structures, demonstrating the multidimensional 

nature of meaning in spoken discourse. The article also emphasizes the importance 

of congruence between verbal and vocal signals for ensuring clarity and authenticity, 

while mismatches may lead to ambiguity or perceived insincerity. 
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Аннотация: В данной статье рассматривается взаимосвязь звуковых 

моделей речи и паралингвистических особенностей в передаче отношения 

говорящего в устной коммуникации. Подчеркивается, что значение 

высказывания формируется не только на основе лексического содержания, но 

и через взаимодействие фонологических и акустических элементов, таких как 
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интонация, высота тона, громкость, ритм, темп речи, паузы и качество 

голоса. Эти характеристики выполняют функцию передачи эмоциональной и 

оценочной информации, позволяя говорящему выражать намерения, чувства 

и межличностное отношение. С теоретической точки зрения в статье 

показано, что звуковые модели и паралингвистические средства образуют 

единую систему, придающую речи дополнительные аффективные и оценочные 

измерения. Изменения в голосовой подаче могут существенно влиять на 

интерпретацию одинаковых языковых конструкций, что подтверждает 

многомерный характер значения в устной речи. Особое внимание уделяется 

согласованности вербальных и вокальных сигналов, которая обеспечивает 

ясность и искренность высказывания, тогда как их несоответствие может 

приводить к двусмысленности или ощущению неискренности. 

          Ключевые слова: паралингвистика, быстрый темп речи, высота 

тона, язык, звуковые модели, отношение говорящего, интонация, темп речи, 

ритм, громкость, качество голоса, паузы, невербальная коммуникация, 

просодия 

INTRODUCTION. Paralinguistic features play a crucial role in shaping the 

relationship between sound patterns and the speaker’s attitude in communication. 

Beyond the lexical content of an utterance, elements such as intonation, pitch 

variation, speech rate, rhythm, loudness, and voice quality function as key indicators 

of how a message should be interpreted. These sound patterns do not merely 

accompany speech; they actively construct meaning by conveying emotional states, 

intentions, and interpersonal stance. From a scientific perspective, the interaction 

between paralinguistic cues and speaker attitude demonstrates that meaning in 

spoken language is multidimensional. While the verbal component provides 

propositional content, the acoustic and prosodic features reveal the speaker’s 

psychological and emotional disposition. For instance, variations in pitch and tempo 

may signal confidence, hesitation, irritation, or empathy, thereby influencing how 

the listener decodes the message. 
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Moreover, identical linguistic structures can produce significantly different 

interpretations depending on their paralinguistic realization. A phrase articulated 

with a low, steady tone and slower tempo may communicate sincerity or calmness, 

whereas the same phrase expressed with increased volume and rapid delivery can 

imply tension or dissatisfaction. This illustrates that sound patterns and paralinguistic 

elements are closely interconnected with speaker attitude, serving as essential 

mechanisms through which meaning is nuanced and socially contextualized in 

spoken interaction. 

MAIN PART. The relationship between sound patterns, paralinguistic 

features, and speaker attitude represents a central issue in the study of spoken 

communication. Paralinguistic examines the vocal and nonverbal acoustic elements 

that accompany linguistic content and significantly influence how messages are 

interpreted. These elements include intonation, pitch, loudness, tempo, rhythm, 

pauses, and voice quality, all of which function as carriers of emotional and 

attitudinal information beyond the lexical level. From a theoretical standpoint, sound 

patterns and paralinguistic cues operate as an integrated system through which 

speakers encode their attitudes, intentions, and interpersonal stance. While the verbal 

component conveys propositional meaning, the prosodic and acoustic features 

provide evaluative and affective dimensions. For instance, variations in pitch and 

tone can indicate politeness, irritation, confidence, or uncertainty, whereas changes 

in speech rate and pausing patterns may reflect cognitive processing, emphasis, or 

emotional tension.  

Thus, the interpretation of any utterance depends not only on its semantic 

structure but also on its phonetic realization. In communicative practice, the 

alignment or misalignment between linguistic content and paralinguistic expression 

plays a crucial role in shaping listener perception. A congruent combination of verbal 

and vocal signals enhances clarity and authenticity, while incongruence may lead to 

ambiguity or perceived insincerity. For example, a statement articulated with a steady 

tempo and moderate volume may convey calmness and control, whereas the same 
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statement delivered with increased intensity and irregular rhythm can suggest 

emotional agitation or impatience. 

The development of sensitivity to paralinguistic features is particularly 

significant in early language acquisition and social interaction. Children who learn 

to recognize and produce appropriate sound patterns are better equipped to interpret 

speaker attitudes and regulate their own communicative behavior. Mastery of vocal 

modulation—such as adjusting tone, pitch, and pausing—supports not only effective 

speech production but also the development of empathy and pragmatic competence. 

This ability enables children to adapt their communicative strategies to different 

social and academic contexts, thereby enhancing both interpersonal relationships and 

educational performance. 

Furthermore, paralinguistic phenomena should be considered in conjunction 

with other nonverbal cues, such as facial expressions and gestures, as they jointly 

contribute to the construction of meaning. However, the vocal dimension remains 

particularly influential because it directly encodes the speaker’s emotional state and 

attitude in real time.  

Consequently, the study of sound patterns and paralinguistic features 

provides essential insights into how spoken language functions as a dynamic and 

multidimensional system of human interaction. Paralinguistic is the study of the 

vocal and nonverbal sound features that shape the meaning of speech beyond the 

actual words. Beyond vocabulary, elements such as tone, pitch, volume, rhythm, and 

pauses convey emotion, attitude, and intent. For children, noticing these cues helps 

them interpret feelings and respond appropriately in social and classroom situations. 

Paralinguistic plays a vital role in how messages are understood and 

interpreted. It adds layers of emotion, sincerity, and meaning to spoken language, 

allowing people to connect on a deeper level. Words alone often fail to capture 

feelings, but the way they are spoken brings life and authenticity to communication. 

The right tone, pitch, or rhythm can make a message sound kind, confident, or 

encouraging, while a mismatch between words and tone can make even polite 

sentences feel cold or insincere. For children, mastering paralinguistic is one of the 
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most valuable communication skills they can develop. It teaches them to be aware of 

how their voice, pace, and expression affect others. When children learn to use tone, 

pitch, and pauses intentionally, they begin to express emotions clearly, listen more 

attentively, and respond with empathy. This awareness helps them navigate 

conversations with confidence, whether they are answering in class, presenting ideas, 

or interacting with peers. 

By understanding and applying paralinguistic cues, children not only 

strengthen their speaking abilities but also build emotional intelligence. This 

combination creates well-rounded communicators who can express thoughts with 

clarity, connect meaningfully with others, and adapt their communication style to 

any situation, a crucial skill for success in both academic and social life. 

Paralinguistic features constitute an essential component of spoken communication, 

functioning alongside sound patterns to shape how meaning is interpreted. Although 

they exist beyond the lexical level, these vocal elements contribute significantly to 

the expression of a speaker’s attitude, emotions, and communicative intentions. In 

this regard, sound patterns such as intonation, stress, and rhythm operate in close 

interaction with paralinguistic cues to create a richer and more nuanced message. 

Key paralinguistic features include tone of voice, pitch, volume, speech rate, pauses, 

and vocal quality. These elements are not isolated; rather, they work together with 

phonological patterns to influence how speech is perceived. For instance, variations 

in tone and pitch often signal the speaker’s emotional state.  

A higher pitch may indicate excitement or urgency, whereas a lower pitch is 

typically associated with calmness or seriousness. Similarly, tone of voice can 

convey attitudes such as friendliness, authority, or uncertainty. Volume and speech 

rate also play a crucial role in expressing speaker attitude. Increased volume may 

reflect confidence, emphasis, or strong emotion, while reduced volume can suggest 

hesitation or lack of certainty. Speech rate contributes to the overall communicative 

effect: a faster pace may communicate enthusiasm or impatience, whereas a slower 

pace can imply careful thought or deliberation. 
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Pauses and silence are equally important in structuring spoken discourse. 

They function as part of the broader sound pattern system by marking boundaries, 

highlighting key ideas, and allowing processing time for both speaker and listener. 

Moreover, pauses can convey emotional nuances, such as hesitation, tension, or 

emphasis, thereby reinforcing or modifying the speaker’s intended meaning. It is also 

important to consider the interaction between paralinguistic features and other forms 

of nonverbal communication, including facial expressions, gestures, posture, and eye 

contact. Together, these elements form an integrated system through which meaning 

is constructed. In some cases, discrepancies between verbal content and vocal 

delivery may reveal the speaker’s true attitude. For example, the statement “I am 

fine” delivered with a trembling voice and reduced eye contact may indicate 

underlying anxiety rather than genuine well-being. 

     CONCLUSION The sound patterns and paralinguistic features are 

closely interconnected and play a fundamental role in conveying speaker attitude. 

Their combined use enhances clarity, emotional expression, and communicative 

effectiveness. Developing awareness and control of these features is therefore 

essential for achieving successful and meaningful interaction in spoken language. 

Paralinguistic features play a crucial role in everyday communication by interacting 

with sound patterns to shape how messages are interpreted. These vocal elements, 

including variations in tone, pitch, volume, and rhythm, significantly influence the 

perception of speaker attitude, even when the verbal content remains unchanged. 

Thus, meaning in spoken discourse is not solely derived from words but emerges 

through the dynamic relationship between phonological patterns and paralinguistic 

cues. In daily interactions, subtle modifications in vocal delivery often signal shifts 

in attitude and intention. For example, when a teacher slightly increases vocal 

intensity, this adjustment in volume functions as an auditory cue of authority and 

control, effectively directing students’ attention without altering the linguistic 

message. Similarly, a greeting such as “Good morning” can convey entirely different 

meanings depending on its tonal quality; a bright, elevated pitch combined with a 

lively rhythm expresses friendliness and positive engagement. Pauses also represent 
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a significant aspect of sound patterning that contributes to meaning construction. A 

brief silence before a response may indicate hesitation, cognitive processing, or 

emotional sensitivity, thereby revealing aspects of the speaker’s internal state. In this 

sense, temporal features of speech, such as rhythm and pause placement, are closely 

linked to the expression of attitude. Moreover, the use of a softer voice illustrates 

how reduced volume and gentle tone can communicate empathy and emotional 

support. Such modulation of vocal quality strengthens interpersonal connections and 

reflects the speaker’s concern for the listener. These examples demonstrate that 

paralinguistic features operate in coordination with sound patterns to encode subtle 

attitudinal meanings. The relationship between sound patterns and paralinguistic 

elements is fundamental to effective communication. By interpreting these cues, 

listeners gain insight into the speaker’s emotions and intentions, while speakers who 

develop control over these features are better able to convey meaning with clarity 

and sensitivity. This awareness is particularly important in developing 

communicative competence, as it enhances both expressive and interpretive skills in 

real-life interactions. 
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