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Abstract: In the 21st century, English language teaching (ELT) has
undergone significant transformation due to globalization, technological
advancement, and evolving learner expectations. This article explores modern
methods of teaching English, focusing on both current practices and future trends. It
examines communicative language teaching (CLT), task-based learning (TBL),
technology-enhanced instruction, and learner-centered approaches as dominant
strategies in contemporary classrooms. Additionally, the paper analyzes future
directions such as artificial intelligence, personalized learning, and immersive
technologies. The study argues that flexibility, innovation, and digital competence
are essential for teachers to remain effective in a rapidly changing educational
environment.
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Introduction

English has become the most widely used international language, serving as
a tool for communication in education, business, science, and technology. As a result,
the demand for effective English language teaching methods has increased
significantly.  Traditional approaches, such as grammar-translation and
memorization, are no longer sufficient to meet the needs of modern learners. Instead,
contemporary education emphasizes communication, interaction, and practical
language use.

Researchers highlight that modern learners require not only linguistic

competence but also critical thinking, collaboration, and digital literacy skills
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Modern Methods of Teaching English Today

Communicative Language Teaching (CLT)

Communicative Language Teaching (CLT) is one of the most influential
approaches in modern ELT. It focuses on developing learners’ ability to
communicate effectively in real-life situations. Unlike traditional methods, CLT
prioritizes fluency over accuracy and encourages interaction through discussions,
role plays, and group work.

Larsen-Freeman (2020) states that CLT helps learners build confidence and
use language naturally. Teachers act as facilitators, guiding students rather than
dominating the lesson.

Task-Based Learning (TBL)

Task-Based Learning (TBL) is closely related to CLT and emphasizes the use
of meaningful tasks. Students are required to complete activities such as solving
problems, conducting interviews, or planning projects using English.

Ellis (2017) explains that TBL enhances motivation and engagement, as
learners focus on achieving a goal rather than simply practicing grammar rules.

Technology-Enhanced Learning

Technology plays a crucial role in modern English teaching. Digital tools
such as mobile applications, online platforms, and multimedia resources provide
diverse and interactive learning experiences.

Blended learning, which combines traditional classroom instruction with
online activities, allows flexibility and accessibility. According to Chapelle (2019),
technology increases student motivation and supports independent learning.

Student-Centered Learning

Student-centered learning focuses on the needs, interests, and abilities of
learners. In this approach, students actively participate in the learning process, while
teachers guide and support them.

This method promotes autonomy, creativity, and collaboration, which are

essential for success in modern society.
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Future Trends in English Language Teaching

Artificial Intelligence

Artificial Intelligence (Al) is expected to revolutionize English language
teaching. Al-powered tools can provide instant feedback, personalized exercises, and
adaptive learning paths.

These technologies help learners improve their skills efficiently and allow
teachers to focus on more complex aspects of instruction.

Personalized Learning

Personalized learning tailors education to individual learners’ needs,
preferences, and pace. Future classrooms will use data and technology to create
customized learning experiences.

Immersive Technologies

Virtual Reality (VR) and Augmented Reality (AR) will enable immersive
language learning environments. Students will be able to practice English in realistic
situations, such as traveling or working abroad.

Conclusion

Modern methods of teaching English emphasize communication, interaction,
and the integration of technology. These approaches prepare learners for real-world
challenges and global communication.

Future trends such as Al, personalized learning, and immersive technologies
will further transform English education. Teachers must continuously adapt and
develop new skills to remain effective in this evolving field.
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