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Abstract: English language teaching has become a central component of 

global education systems. Despite its significance, educators face numerous 

challenges that affect teaching effectiveness and learner outcomes. This article 

examines the major issues in English language instruction, including learner 

diversity, motivation, limited exposure, methodological imbalance, classroom 

management, insufficient resources, and the need for continuous teacher 

development. It also highlights practical strategies to address these challenges in 

contemporary educational contexts. 
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Introduction 

In recent decades, English has evolved into a dominant global language, 

widely used in education, business, science, and international communication. 

Consequently, the demand for effective English language teaching has grown 

rapidly. However, achieving high-quality instruction remains a complex task due to 

various pedagogical and contextual challenges. Understanding these issues is 

essential for improving teaching practices and enhancing student learning 

outcomes.English language teaching has experienced many changes and challenges 

since its formal inception as a separate field of education. Our current time is no 

exception and given the pandemic many issues now starkly confront English 

language institutions, schools and teachers. 

Learner Diversity in the Classroom 

One of the primary challenges in English language teaching is the variation 

in students’ proficiency levels. Classrooms often consist of learners with differing 
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abilities in grammar, vocabulary, pronunciation, and communication skills. This 

diversity makes it difficult for teachers to design lessons that cater to all students 

equally. Without appropriate differentiation strategies, some learners may feel 

overwhelmed, while others may not be sufficiently challenged. 

The elevation of English to the status of an international language has brought 

with it the reconceptualisation of many traditional issues as well as the emergence of 

new insights in the language-teaching profession. All of these happened so quickly 

that busy practising teachers may find it hard to keep abreast of all the significant 

developments in the field. Luckily, Jack C. Richards, a notable scholar in applied 

linguistics, has helped to put everything together neatly in this weighty book of 826 

pages. As the title suggests, the book provides the most up-to-date encyclopedic 

account of the central issues that are both historically grounded and recently 

emerging in the field of teaching English as a second or foreign language.Those 

issues are organised in four main themes: ‘English language teaching today’, 

‘facilitating student learning’, ‘language and the four skills’, and ‘the teacher’s 

environment’. Each main theme is discussed in one part; each part is composed of 

several chapters, addressing separate topics relevant to the theme. Throughout each 

chapter are reflective questions and vignettes provided by practising teachers in a 

variety of different educational settings. These questions and vignettes on the one 

hand, situate the topic in diverse contexts, and on the other, stimulate teachers-as-

readers to examine their existing knowledge and beliefs. Chapters are followed by 

engaging discussion questions, which encourage teachers to reflect on their relevant 

experience so that the in-chapter ideas and teachers’ hands-on experience become 

mutually informed. In addition, teachers can see how the ideas in the chapter are 

translated into practice through case studies, lesson plans, and textbook lessons 

appended to the chapter. The Glossary at the end of the book defines in an easy-to-

understand manner the most common terminologies that are used throughout the 

book and also in professional discourse. 

Student Motivation and Engagement 
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Motivation plays a crucial role in language acquisition. However, many 

students demonstrate low interest in learning English, particularly in environments 

where it is not widely used outside the classroom. This lack of motivation can lead 

to passive learning and limited participation. To address this issue, educators should 

incorporate interactive teaching methods, real-world applications, and technology-

enhanced activities that make learning more engaging and meaningful. 

Limited Exposure to Authentic Language Use 

In many non-English-speaking countries, students have minimal exposure to 

English beyond the classroom. This restricts opportunities for authentic practice, 

especially in speaking and listening. As a result, learners may struggle to develop 

fluency and confidence. Encouraging the use of English through digital media, online 

communication platforms, and extracurricular activities can significantly improve 

language exposure. 

Imbalance Between Grammar and Communication 

Traditional teaching approaches often prioritize grammatical accuracy over 

communicative competence. While grammar remains an essential component of 

language learning, excessive focus on rules can hinder students’ ability to use the 

language effectively in real-life situations. A communicative approach that integrates 

grammar with practical language use is necessary to develop well-rounded language 

skills. 

Classroom Management and Large Class Sizes 

Effective classroom management is another critical issue, particularly in 

large classes. Teachers may face difficulties in maintaining discipline, ensuring 

active participation, and providing individual feedback. These challenges can reduce 

the overall effectiveness of instruction. Implementing collaborative learning 

strategies and clear classroom procedures can help create a more structured and 

productive learning environment. 

Lack of Teaching Resources 

Many educational institutions experience shortages of modern teaching 

materials, including audio-visual aids, updated textbooks, and digital tools. This 



 

Выпуск журнала No-48               Часть–7_Апрель–2026 

137 

limitation can restrict the variety of instructional methods and reduce student 

engagement. Investing in educational resources and promoting the use of open-

access materials can help overcome this barrier. 

Teacher Training and Professional Development 

Continuous professional development is essential for maintaining high 

teaching standards. However, not all teachers have access to training programs that 

focus on innovative methodologies and technological integration. Without such 

opportunities, educators may rely on outdated practices. Providing regular training 

and support can enhance teachers’ skills and improve classroom performance. 

Methods & Approaches 

There is little doubt that most of the English teaching world and what happens 

in classrooms remote or brick and mortar is through a set curriculum, mainly a 

coursebook. Despite its strength as an approach, CLT (communicative language 

teaching) has really never truly been adopted wholesale in its strong 

version.Coursebooks follow a synthetic syllabi based on verb tenses or vocabulary 

frequency and a set belief in an order of acquisition. Language is dolloped out in bits 

and pieces – controlled. But does SLA – Second Language Acquisition research 

support such? Many would say not. Why not, task-based teaching and teaching 

through a more student-focused approach (such as Dogme or ELA – Emergent 

Language Approach) 

Conclusion 

English language teaching faces multiple challenges that require 

comprehensive and practical solutions. Addressing issues such as learner diversity, 

motivation, resource availability, and teaching methodologies is essential for 

improving educational outcomes. By adopting student-centered approaches and 

investing in teacher development, educational systems can ensure more effective and 

sustainable English language instruction. 

REFERENCES 



 

Выпуск журнала No-48               Часть–7_Апрель–2026 

138 

1.  International Language Testing Association. (2000) ILTA Code of Ethics in 

English.https://cdn.ymaws.com/www.iltaonline.com/resource/resmgr/docs/ILTA_2

018_CodeOfEthics_Engli.pdf 

2.  Richards, J. C., & Rodgers, T. S. (2001). Approaches and Methods in Language 

Teaching. Cambridge University Press. 

3.  Harmer, J. (2007). How to Teach English. Longman. 

4.  Scrivener, J. (2011). Learning Teaching. Macmillan Education. 

5.  Brown, H. D. (2007). Principles of Language Learning and Teaching. Pearson 

Education. 

6.  Ur, P. (1996). A Course in Language Teaching: Practice and Theory. Cambridge 

University Press. 

7.  Lightbown, P. M., & Spada, N. (2013). How Languages are Learned. Oxford 

University Press. 

 


