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Annotation. This article explores practical strategies for teaching 

vocabulary to young learners of English. It emphasizes age-appropriate methods, 

creativity, and engagement in the classroom. The paper also presents useful tips 

such as using visual aids, songs, games, stories, and technology to make vocabulary 

learning effective and enjoyable. Additionally, it highlights the teacher’s role in 

creating a positive and interactive learning environment that supports language 

acquisition at an early age. 

Аннотация. В статье рассматриваются практические стратегии 

обучения лексике младших учащихся. Подчеркивается важность 

использования возрастных, творческих и увлекательных методов обучения. 

Представлены полезные советы, такие как использование наглядных пособий, 

песен, игр, рассказов и технологий, чтобы сделать изучение словарного запаса 

более эффективным и интересным. Также раскрывается роль учителя в 

создании позитивной и интерактивной атмосферы обучения на ранних 

этапах изучения языка. 

Annotatsiya. Ushbu maqolada yosh o‘quvchilarga ingliz tilida so‘z boyligini 

o‘rgatishning amaliy strategiyalari ko‘rib chiqiladi. Unda yoshga mos, ijodiy va 

qiziqarli metodlardan foydalanishning ahamiyati ta’kidlanadi. Shuningdek, 

maqolada so‘z o‘rganishni samarali va zavqli qilish uchun vizual vositalar, 

qo‘shiqlar, o‘yinlar, hikoyalar va texnologiyalardan foydalanish bo‘yicha foydali 

tavsiyalar keltirilgan. Maqola, shuningdek, o‘qituvchining ijobiy va interaktiv muhit 

yaratishdagi roliga e’tibor qaratadi. 
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Teaching English vocabulary to young learners is both rewarding and 

challenging. Children are naturally curious and eager to learn new things, but their 

attention span is short, and they learn best through play and interaction rather than 

through formal instruction. Therefore, teachers must adopt creative and practical 

approaches that combine fun with learning. 

Vocabulary forms the foundation of language proficiency. Without knowing 

words, learners cannot express ideas, understand others, or participate in 

communication. As Wilkins (1972) famously stated, “Without grammar, very little 

can be conveyed; without vocabulary, nothing can be conveyed.” For young 

learners, this means that building a strong lexical base is essential for future language 

success. 

Characteristics of Young Learners 

Before choosing teaching methods, it is important to understand the 

characteristics of young learners. Children: 

 Learn best through active involvement and hands-on experiences. 

 Have short attention spans and need frequent variety and movement. 

 Enjoy games, songs, and stories more than formal exercises. 

 Are highly visual and auditory, responding well to pictures, colors, 

gestures, and rhythm. 

 Need encouragement and praise to stay motivated. 

Recognizing these traits helps teachers create effective and enjoyable 

vocabulary lessons suited to children’s developmental needs. 

1. Use of Visual Aids 

Young learners are strongly influenced by visual stimuli. Flashcards, posters, 

pictures, real objects, and puppets can make new words more concrete and 
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memorable. For example, when teaching words like apple, banana, orange, the 

teacher can show real fruits or colorful images. 

Visual aids also help in contextual learning — students associate the word 

with an image or experience, rather than memorizing it in isolation. This method 

enhances both understanding and retention. 

2. Learning Vocabulary Through Games 

Games are one of the most effective tools for vocabulary teaching. They 

promote participation, cooperation, and enthusiasm. Some useful examples include: 

 Memory Game (matching pictures with words) 

 Word Bingo (listening comprehension and word recognition) 

 Guessing Game (“What am I?” for animals, objects, etc.) 

 Spelling Race (fun competition for writing practice) 

Games not only make lessons enjoyable but also help children practice 

pronunciation, spelling, and usage in an engaging way. According to Wright et al. 

(2005), games reduce anxiety and encourage students to use language 

spontaneously. 

3. Incorporating Songs and Rhymes 

Children love music, rhythm, and repetition — which makes songs and 

rhymes perfect for vocabulary learning. They improve pronunciation, memory, and 

listening skills while making lessons lively. For instance, songs like “Head, 

Shoulders, Knees, and Toes” teach body parts, and “Old MacDonald Had a Farm” 

introduces animal vocabulary. 

Teachers can also create simple chants and rhymes that repeat key words. 

Repetition through rhythm helps children retain vocabulary naturally. 

4. Storytelling and Contextual Learning 

Stories captivate children’s imagination and provide rich contexts for 

learning new words. Teachers can use picture books, puppets, or short videos to tell 

stories. As students follow along, they hear vocabulary in meaningful situations. 
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After storytelling, teachers can engage students with follow-up activities — 

acting out scenes, drawing story characters, or retelling the story in their own words. 

This method reinforces vocabulary in a communicative and emotional way. 

5. Using Technology 

Today’s children are digital natives. Integrating technology into vocabulary 

lessons can increase engagement and interactivity. Tools like Kahoot!, Quizizz, 

Wordwall, or interactive whiteboards make vocabulary review fun and dynamic. 

Teachers can also use short animated clips, educational apps, and online 

picture dictionaries to expose students to authentic language in visual and auditory 

formats. However, technology should complement, not replace, human interaction 

in the classroom. 

6. Teaching Vocabulary in Context 

Vocabulary should never be taught as isolated words. Instead, teachers 

should present words in meaningful contexts — through sentences, short dialogues, 

or thematic units. For example, when teaching “food,” words like apple, bread, milk 

can appear in a situation such as “I like apples” or “I drink milk every day.” 

Context-based learning helps children understand how words are used and 

improves long-term memory. It also promotes functional language use, preparing 

students for real communication. 

7. Encouraging Repetition and Recycling 

Children need multiple exposures to new words before they remember them 

permanently. Teachers should plan activities that recycle vocabulary regularly — 

such as revisiting old words in new games, songs, or tasks. 

For instance, a teacher can start each class with a “Review Game” or a “Word 

of the Day.” Constant repetition through different formats keeps vocabulary fresh 

and familiar. 

8. Creating a Positive Learning Environment 

A warm and encouraging atmosphere is essential for young learners. 

Teachers should use praise, encouragement, and positive feedback to build 



   MODERN EDUCATION AND DEVELOPMENT  

   Выпуск журнала №-36  Часть–2_Октабрь –2025 

62 

confidence. When children feel safe and supported, they are more willing to 

participate and take risks in using new words. 

Pair work, group work, and cooperative learning activities also foster social 

skills and make language learning enjoyable and meaningful. 

9. The Role of the Teacher 

The teacher is a facilitator, motivator, and model. In vocabulary teaching, 

the teacher must speak clearly, use gestures and expressions, and model 

pronunciation accurately. Teachers should also adapt lessons to students’ interests 

— using topics like animals, colors, toys, or family — to maintain attention and 

relevance. 

Effective teachers balance fun and learning, ensuring that every game, song, 

or story has a clear linguistic goal. 

Conclusion. Teaching vocabulary to young learners requires creativity, 

patience, and enthusiasm. Effective vocabulary instruction should be interactive, 

context-based, and enjoyable. Visual aids, games, songs, stories, and technology all 

play a vital role in making new words meaningful and memorable. 

When teachers create a positive and supportive learning environment, 

children not only learn words but also develop confidence, curiosity, and love for 

the English language. Thus, vocabulary teaching at an early age lays the foundation 

for lifelong language learning and communication. 
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