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         ANNOTATION: This scientific article explores the necessity of integrating 

media literacy in foreign language education, focusing on the abilities of students to 

critically analyze and effectively use media resources. The article examines the 

positive impacts of digital technologies on language skills development such as 

listening, speaking, reading, and writing. Additionally, challenges and pedagogical 

strategies are presented to support English language teaching in the context of 

modern media communication. 
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INTRODUCTION 

In the 21st century, the rapid growth of digital communication technologies 

has changed the nature of education. Most learners actively use smartphones, social 

networks, online videos, and messaging services in their daily lives. Therefore, 

teaching a language without teaching media literacy leads to incomplete 

competence development. UNESCO emphasizes the importance of media literacy 

as a foundation for protecting individuals from manipulation and misinformation, 

while helping them participate safely and effectively in society. 

 1.The Role and Importance of Media Literacy in Language Learning 

Media literacy enables students to evaluate credibility and detect 

propaganda, stereotypes, and misleading claims. Students learn language in 
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authentic environments: movies, blogs, news channels, social networks, and 

podcasts reflect real-life speech patterns, idioms, accents, and cultural customs. It 

expands vocabulary and promotes cultural understanding. 

According to CEFR standards, communicative competence includes 

sociolinguistics and pragmatic skills, which media-based learning effectively 

enhances. Exposure to real communication forms contributes to deeper language 

retention and motivation. 

1. Influence of Digital Media Tools on Developing Language Skills 

Listening skills improve when learning through interviews, audio-books, 

and YouTube educational channels. Real-time conversations through Zoom or 

MS Teams allow students to practice pronunciation. Reading skills are supported 

with online articles and interactive e-books. 

Writing skills are developed through social media posts, comments, blogs, 

and collaborative documents. Learners use creativity by creating digital content 

such as videos and podcasts, resulting in improved multimedia communication 

abilities. 

2. Challenges in Integrating Media Literacy into Language Classrooms 

Despite many advantages, several problems hinder successful 

implementation: unequal access to technologies, insufficient teacher training, over-

reliance on digital tools, and risks of cyberbully, addiction, and loss of real- life 

communication habits. 

Also, rapid content consumption may reduce critical thinking if learners do 

not analyze information sources properly. Teachers must guide students to 

differentiate between reliable and manipulative media. 

3. Pedagogical Strategies for Developing Media Competence in EFL 

Settings 

Effective implementation methods include: 

• Integrating authentic media texts and discussion tasks 
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• Teaching fact-checking methods using credible sources 

• Digital project-based learning (films, podcasts, presentations) 

• Classroom debates based on media topics• Combining traditional and 

digital learning tools for balance 

SCIENTIFIC NOVELTY / ILMIY YANGILIK 

This study proposes a model of foreign language learning that emphasizes 

media criticality, emotional intelligence, and intercultural awareness in digital 

communication. Unlike traditional grammar-focused approaches, the article 

supports a multidimensional communicative framework which correlates media 

competence with CEFR indicators. 

4. Media Literacy Competences for EFL Students According to CEFR 

Media literacy development aligns with CEFR standards, especially in 

communicative language competences. Learners must not only comprehend texts 

but also evaluate the reliability of sources, analyze different viewpoints, and 

produce media content that is culturally appropriate and ethically responsible. The 

Common European Framework suggests integrating authentic communication 

tasks such as video blogging, social media interaction, and online debates.  

Additionally, media literacy encourages autonomous learning. Students 

independently choose credible information channels, use digital dictionaries and AI-

based applications, and reflect on their own learning process. This fosters meta-

cognitive awareness and problem-solving skills which are essential for academic and 

professional success. 

5. The Role of Teachers in Developing Media Literacy in EFL Classrooms 

Teachers act as facilitators, guiding students in selecting trustworthy sources 

and encouraging critical reflection. Professional development is required for 

educators to integrate digital tools effectively. Without sufficient training, teachers 

may face challenges in balancing technology with traditional pedagogy. 

Institutions should provide workshops, digital platforms, and innovative 

curricula that support media literacy. Experienced teachers can design interactive 
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lessons using online quizzes, collaborative documents, and flipped classroom 

methods. 

6. Risks and Ethical Aspects of Media Usage 

While media offers numerous opportunities, it also brings potential risks: 

data privacy breaches, hacking, identity theft, digital aggression, and exposure to 

harmful content. Therefore, digital citizenship education must accompany media 

literacy programs. Students should be taught cyber safety rules, respectful 

communication norms, and digital ethics. 

7. Recommendations for Educational Institutions 

• Create media literacy policies and integrate them into foreign 

language curricula. 

• Support teachers with continuous digital pedagogy training. 

• Encourage international exchange and virtual intercultural 

communication projects. 

• Provide smart classrooms and access to technological tools.• Conduct 

seminars and competitions on media creativity and critical thinking. 

8. Future Perspectives 

With the integration of artificial intelligence, augmented reality, and 

virtual simulations in learning environments, foreign language education will 

continue to evolve. Media literacy will remain crucial in helping learners adapt to 

the future digital economy. The ability to analyze, produce, and communicate 

through media will become as fundamental as reading and writing skills. 

FINAL CONCLUSION 

To sum up, media literacy is not only an educational trend but a necessity for 

the modern learner. It empowers students to navigate the global information society 

confidently, improving their language, communication, and critical thinking 

abilities. Foreign language teaching must integrate innovative media-based practices 

to ensure productive and culturally sensitive interaction in both academic and real-

life contexts. 
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