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ANNOTATION:This paper explores the major differences between British
and American English, focusing on vocabulary, pronunciation, spelling, and
cultural influences. Although both varieties share a common linguistic foundation,
they have evolved differently due to historical, social, and geographical factors. The
study is theoretical and based on linguistic literature. The findings show that the
distinctions between the two varieties reflect cultural identity and regional
preferences rather than incorrect usage.
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ANNOTATSIYA: Ushbu magola britan ingliz tili va amerika ingliz tili
o rtasidagi asosiy farglarni lug‘at boyligi, talaffuz, imlo va madaniy ta’sirlar
nuqtayi nazaridan o rganadi. Har ikkala til varianti umumiy lingvistik asosga ega
bo‘Isa-da, tarixiy, ijtimoiy va geografik omillar tufayli turlicha rivojlangan.
Tadgiqot nazariy xarakterga ega bo‘lib, lingvistik adabiyotlarga asoslanadi.
Natijalar ikki variant o ‘rtasidagi farqlar noto ‘g ri qo ‘llanish emas, balki madaniy
identitet va mintaqgaviy afzalliklarning aks etishi ekanini ko ‘rsatadi.

Kalit so‘zlar: Britan ingliz tili, Amerika ingliz tili, lug ‘at, talaffuz, imlo

AHHOTATIHA:B oOannoli cmamve paccmampu8aomcss OCHOBHbIE
Pasiudus Meofcdy 6pumaHCK1/lM U dmMepuxKanHcKum eapuarnmamu AHSTIUNICKO20 A3bIKA
C MOYKU 3pEHUs CIOBAPHO20 COCMABA, NPOUSHOWEHUS, Opdocpaduu u KyI1bmypHbIX

Beinyck yxcypHana Ne-38 Yacme—5_Hosa6pb —2025
167

——
| —


mailto:lifecalm50@gmail.com
mailto:m.nematova@cspu.uz

ISSN
MODERN EDUCATION AND DEVELOPMENT  3060-4567

enusHul. Hecmomps ma obwyro nuHeUCMUYECKYIO OCHOBY, 00a eapuanma
paseusaiucb no-pasHomy noo eozoelcmeuem ucmopudeckux, COyualbrblx U
eeoepaguueckux gaxmopos. Hccreoosanue nocum meopemuyeckuii xapakmep u
OCHOBAHO HA JUHSEUCMUYECKOl Jaumepamype. P€3lebmal’l/lbl nokasvsledrom, 4mo
pasnudus medxrcoy 08yMs 8APUAHMAMU OMPAACAION KYJIbIMYPHYIO UOEHMUYHOCHb U
PecUOHAIbHbLE npe()noumeﬂuﬂ, a He HenpaesujlbHoe ynompe6ﬂeﬂue.

Knrouesvie cnosa: opumanckuil auenUUCKUll, AMePUKAHCKUL AHETUUCKUL,
CNOBAPHDILL COCMA8, NPOU3HouLeHue, opgozpagusi

Differences Between British and American English

English is spoken across the world, but its varieties differ significantly. The
two most widely recognized forms—ABritish and American English—serve as
standard models for teaching and communication. Understanding their differences
Is essential for learners, teachers, and professionals who use English internationally.
This paper analyzes the key distinctions between British and American English and
explains how historical development has shaped these variations.

Literature Review

Crystal (2003) suggests that English variation is a natural result of global
spread. According to Algeo (2006), American English developed independently
after the 18th century, forming unique spelling and vocabulary patterns. Trudgill and
Hannah (2002) provide detailed descriptions of pronunciation differences, including
vowel shifts and rhoticity in American English. Furthermore, Schneier (2014)
discusses cultural factors that influence lexicon choices in both varieties.

Methodology

The study relies on theoretical linguistic analysis based on reference works
and comparative studies. The methodology includes examining patterns of
pronunciation, spelling, and vocabulary described in academic publications.

Discussion and Analysis

1. Vocabulary Differences:

Examples: lorry (BrE) vs. truck (AmE), holiday (BrE) vs. vacation (AmE).

Cultural differences influence lexical choice.
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2. Pronunciation Variations:

American English is generally rhotic, pronouncing the “r” sound clearly,
while British English is often non-rhotic. Vowel pronunciation also varies.

3. Spelling Differences:

Examples: colour (BrE) vs. color (AmE), centre (BrE) vs. center (AmE).
These distinctions originate from spelling reforms by Noah Webster in the U.S.

4. Grammar and Usage Differences:

Examples: at the weekend (BrE) vs. on the weekend (AmE);

| have got (BrE) vs. | have gotten (AmE).

CONCLUSION

In conclusion, the analysis of British and American English demonstrates
that the differences between these two major varieties are systematic, historically
grounded, and culturally meaningful. VVocabulary, pronunciation, spelling, and
certain grammatical structures have evolved in distinct ways due to geographical
separation, social change, and the influence of local cultures. While British English
preserves many traditional linguistic forms, American English reflects innovations
that emerged from nation-building, mobility, and cultural diversity in the United
States. These distinctions are not signs of linguistic superiority or inferiority; rather,
they illustrate the natural adaptability of language to its speakers’ identities and
environments.

The findings also show that mutual intelligibility between the two varieties
remains high despite these differences, which highlights the flexibility and global
nature of English. However, for learners, educators, and translators, awareness of
these variations is crucial in order to achieve clarity, accuracy, and consistency in
communication. When choosing a standard variety, it is advisable for learners to
follow one model systematically—either British or American English—especially
in formal writing and academic contexts. At the same time, familiarity with both
varieties is beneficial, as exposure to different forms of English supports greater
linguistic competence, especially in international academic, business, and media

environments.
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For future research, scholars may explore how digital communication,
globalization, and mass media continue to influence convergence or divergence
between the two varieties. Comparative studies involving other English varieties,
such as Australian, Canadian, or Indian English, can also provide a broader
understanding of global English development. Overall, recognizing and appreciating
the diversity within English enriches both linguistic knowledge and intercultural
communication skills.
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