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Abstract: The ability to work effectively with texts plays a crucial role in the
development of learners’ reading comprehension, vocabulary, and critical thinking
skills in English as a Foreign Language (EFL) classrooms. This paper reviews
recent literature on innovative methods of working with texts, highlighting strategies
that engage students actively in the reading process. The study focuses on techniques
such as task-based learning, text-based analysis, and interactive reading
approaches that help learners interpret meaning, identify language patterns, and
apply knowledge in communicative contexts. By synthesizing the findings of various
scholars, the paper aims to provide teachers with a set of practical recommendations
to enhance learners’ engagement and understanding of texts. The results of this
theoretical analysis demonstrate that integrating innovative text-based strategies
not only improves reading comprehension but also fosters overall communicative
competence.

Keywords: text-based learning, reading comprehension, EFL teaching,
Innovative methods, communicative competence

Introduction

Reading has always been regarded as one of the essential skills in foreign
language learning. In the context of teaching English as a Foreign Language (EFL),
reading and working with texts serve as a foundation for the development of
vocabulary, grammar awareness, and cultural understanding. However, traditional
approaches often focus on passive reading and literal comprehension, which may

not sufficiently develop learners’ analytical and communicative abilities. In recent
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years, many researchers and educators have emphasized the importance of
Introducing innovative and student-centered methods of working with texts that
encourage learners to interact with content meaningfully.

Innovative text-based instruction combines modern pedagogical approaches
such as task-based learning, content-based instruction, and communicative language
teaching. These approaches allow students to explore texts not merely as linguistic
material but as a source of ideas, cultural values, and authentic communication.
Moreover, the integration of technology in reading lessons—through digital texts,
online discussion platforms, and interactive reading tools—has further transformed
the way teachers and learners engage with written materials.

The main purpose of this paper is to analyze and synthesize existing research
on innovative methods of working with texts in EFL classrooms. By reviewing
theoretical and practical perspectives, the study seeks to identify the most effective
strategies that can help teachers promote deeper comprehension, active participation,
and communicative competence among learners.

Methods

This study is based on a qualitative analysis of scholarly literature
concerning innovative methods of working with texts in English as a Foreign
Language (EFL) teaching. Since the paper is theoretical rather than experimental, it
employs the literature review method, focusing on identifying, analyzing, and
synthesizing key findings from previous research conducted between 2010 and
2024,

The sources used for this review include peer-reviewed journal articles,
methodological books, and conference proceedings related to reading pedagogy,
communicative competence, and task-based learning. The selection of literature was
guided by the following criteria:

Publications that discuss text-based instruction or reading comprehension
strategies in EFL contexts.

Studies emphasizing innovation and student engagement in reading lessons.
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Research focusing on the development of critical thinking and
communicative competence through text interaction.

The review process consisted of three stages. First, recent and relevant
academic sources were identified through databases such as Google Scholar, ERIC,
and ResearchGate. Second, the selected studies were analyzed to determine the main
Innovative methods used in teaching reading and text analysis. Third, the
information was synthesized to form a comprehensive overview of effective
strategies and their pedagogical implications.

In addition, this paper draws upon well-established frameworks of reading
instruction proposed by leading scholars such as Nunan (2015), Harmer (2018),
Richards and Rodgers (2020), and Grabe (2019). These works serve as theoretical
foundations for understanding the principles of effective text-based learning and
their role in improving students’ reading and communicative abilities.

The overall methodological approach of the study can be described as
descriptive and analytical, aiming to summarize and interpret existing knowledge
rather than collecting new empirical data. This allows for a clearer understanding of
how innovative methods can be systematically applied in modern EFL classrooms
to improve reading outcomes and learner motivation.

Results

The literature analysis reveals that innovative methods of working with texts
significantly enhance learners’ engagement, comprehension, and communicative
skills. The reviewed studies highlight several key approaches that have proven
effective in the context of EFL teaching.

1. Task-Based Reading

Task-Based Reading (TBR) is one of the most widely used approaches in
innovative text instruction. According to Nunan (2015) and Willis (2019), reading
tasks designed around real-life communication help learners process information for
a purpose. Students perform tasks such as summarizing a text, solving a problem, or
expressing an opinion about a topic. This approach shifts the focus from mere

comprehension to meaningful use of language. It promotes active learning and
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provides opportunities for collaboration and discussion, which improve overall
communicative competence.

2. Interactive and Collaborative Reading

Research by Harmer (2018) and Richards & Rodgers (2020) emphasizes the
effectiveness of pair and group reading tasks. Activities like Jigsaw Reading and
Information Gap tasks encourage learners to read different parts of a text and share
their understanding with peers. This method not only improves comprehension but
also builds cooperative learning environments where students negotiate meaning and
develop social communication skills.

3. Text Reconstruction and Rewriting

Another innovative strategy is Text Reconstruction, introduced by
Widdowson (2016) as part of discourse-based pedagogy. In this activity, students
reconstruct or rewrite a text after reading it, focusing on maintaining meaning while
using their own words and structures. This method enhances both reading
comprehension and writing ability, as learners internalize language forms through
active text manipulation.

4. Critical and Analytical Reading

Studies by Grabe (2019) and Wallace (2021) show that critical reading—
which involves questioning the author’s purpose, identifying biases, and interpreting
deeper meanings—helps students develop higher-order thinking skills. This
analytical approach transforms reading into an intellectual process where students
move beyond surface understanding and engage with the text’s ideas, tone, and
implications.

5. Technology-Integrated Reading

Modern educational technologies have introduced new dimensions to text
work. Research by Liu & Zhang (2022) demonstrates that digital tools, such as
online annotation software, interactive quizzes, and multimedia texts, enhance
motivation and comprehension. Students can highlight, comment, and discuss
passages collaboratively, creating a more interactive and dynamic reading

experience.
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6. Genre-Based and Content-Based Approaches

Finally, studies in applied linguistics (Hyland, 2020; Flowerdew, 2021)
underline the benefits of genre-based instruction and content-based learning. These
approaches help learners understand text structures, discourse patterns, and
academic language conventions. By exploring various genres—such as narratives,
reports, or argumentative essays—students develop not only reading but also writing
proficiency.

In summary, the reviewed literature demonstrates that innovative text-based
Instruction transforms reading from a passive to an active, communicative, and
intellectually stimulating process. The integration of collaborative, task-based,
critical, and technology-supported methods makes reading lessons more interactive
and effective for developing both linguistic and cognitive skills.

Discussion

The findings of the literature review clearly demonstrate that innovative
methods of working with texts provide a solid foundation for improving students’
reading comprehension and communicative competence in EFL classrooms. These
methods not only help learners understand the linguistic content of a text but also
encourage them to think critically, interact meaningfully, and apply language skills
in real-life contexts.

One of the key observations from the reviewed studies is that traditional
reading instruction often limits students to passive comprehension exercises, where
the focus is mainly on vocabulary and grammar. In contrast, innovative text-based
Instruction—particularly when it integrates task-based and communicative
principles—encourages students to become active participants in the learning
process. This shift aligns with constructivist learning theory, which suggests that
knowledge is best acquired through interaction, collaboration, and discovery.

Furthermore, the use of collaborative and interactive reading activities
creates a classroom atmosphere that supports peer learning. When learners work
together to interpret and analyze texts, they practice negotiation of meaning, develop

social communication skills, and gain confidence in expressing their ideas in
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English. Such activities also bridge the gap between receptive (reading) and
productive (speaking and writing) skills, thus promoting integrated language
development.

The inclusion of critical reading and text analysis techniques, as proposed by
Wallace (2021) and Grabe (2019), represents another important aspect of modern
pedagogy. Critical reading tasks encourage learners to question the author’s
perspective, detect implicit meanings, and relate textual content to their own cultural
and personal experiences. These higher-order cognitive processes make reading a
tool for intellectual growth rather than a simple decoding exercise.

In addition, the integration of technology-enhanced reading tools has
revolutionized how students engage with texts. Digital platforms allow learners to
annotate, discuss, and analyze materials in collaborative online environments. As
highlighted by Liu & Zhang (2022), such digital innovations increase learner
motivation and make reading lessons more interactive. They also provide immediate
feedback, enabling teachers to monitor progress more effectively.

Another noteworthy implication concerns genre-based and content-based
Instruction, which trains learners to recognize patterns of discourse and language
functions typical of different text types. These approaches are especially relevant in
academic contexts where students need to read and write various genres such as
essays, reports, or research articles. Understanding the structure and purpose of these
texts equips learners with transferable academic literacy skills.

Overall, the discussion suggests that teachers should adopt a balanced and
flexible approach to working with texts—one that integrates task-based, critical,
collaborative, and digital strategies. Such a combination not only strengthens
reading comprehension but also nurtures creativity, autonomy, and communicative
ability.

From a pedagogical standpoint, innovative methods of working with texts
shift the teacher’s role from a transmitter of knowledge to a facilitator of learning.
The teacher guides students in discovering meaning, analyzing structure, and

expressing interpretations. This learner-centered orientation aligns with modern
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educational paradigms and supports the holistic development of language
competence.

Conclusion

This paper has examined innovative methods of working with texts in
teaching English as a Foreign Language (EFL), based on an extensive literature
review. The analysis demonstrates that approaches such as task-based reading,
collaborative reading, text reconstruction, critical reading, technology-integrated
methods, and genre-based instruction significantly enhance learners’ reading
comprehension, critical thinking, and communicative competence.

The study highlights that innovative text-based instruction transforms
reading from a passive activity into an interactive, meaningful, and cognitively
stimulating process. It also emphasizes the importance of combining multiple
strategies to address different learning needs, promote active participation, and
foster learner autonomy.

From a pedagogical perspective, EFL teachers are encouraged to implement
these innovative methods in their classrooms, adapting them according to students’
levels and learning contexts. By doing so, teachers can create engaging and effective
reading lessons that support the development of both linguistic and intellectual
skills, ultimately preparing learners for successful communication in English.
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