
   MODERN EDUCATION AND DEVELOPMENT  

   Выпуск журнала №-38  Часть–5_Ноябрь –2025 

391 

WORD-FORMATION PROCESSES IN ENGLISH AND THEIR 

PRODUCTIVITY 

 

Parpiyeva Gulshodaxon Murodiljon qizi 

Student of group 401, 4th year, Andijan State Institute of Foreign 

Languages 

 

Abstract: English is always changing as new words are added for a variety 

of reasons, including technology advancements, social changes, and the 

requirement for easier communication. The adaptability of the language makes it 

simple to embrace these terms. Expanding vocabulary depends critically on word-

formation processes including derivation, compounding, conversion, blending, and 

clipping. Conversion alters a word's function; compounding combines words; and 

derivation prefixes or suffixes. For contemporary use, merging and cutting produce 

shorter, imaginative shapes. Together, these systems enable English to be dynamic, 

adaptable, and capable of capturing current technological and social developments. 
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Introduction  

Slight shifts are observed in the English language all the time, due to the 

changes in the appearance of new words. People add new vocabulary to the language 

for many reasons: newly launched technologies, changes in society and sometimes 

people may simply find shorter or more comfortable ways to express ideas. English 

can easily accept these new forms as it is very flexible. So word-formation processes 

play a primary role in the development of English vocabulary. 

Probably the most familiar process is derivation. You take a root and add 

something to the beginning or the end. Words like unhappy or kindness are very 

typical examples that everyone knows from school. Some endings, especially –ness, 

are still used quite often today and don’t sound strange at all. But a few older ones 

like –hood or –ship are not so active anymore for creating brand-new items. Still, 
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derivation remains a steady, reliable tool for forming words, especially in academic 

or formal contexts. 

Compounding is also widespread, and it feels very “English” in spirit. You 

simply put two words together and a new meaning appears: snowfall, toothpaste, 

smartphone. With new technology coming out all the time, these compounds 

multiply almost automatically. After smartphone, people didn’t hesitate to say 

smartwatch or even smart home. The logic is clear, so speakers accept such words 

quickly without needing special explanation. 

A process that has become especially energetic lately is conversion. Some 

call it zero-derivation, but the idea is the same: the word looks the same but acts 

differently. For instance, email suddenly became to email. The same story happened 

with Google and Zoom. Because English grammar doesn’t use many endings, the 

context usually tells you what function the word has, and that makes this process 

surprisingly smooth in daily communication. 

English also produces blends, which sometimes sound playful or trendy. Old 

examples like brunch or smog are already fully accepted, but newer ones, for 

example webinar, bromance, and vlog, come from the modern online environment. 

Blends don’t always follow predictable rules; some survive, and some disappear 

quickly. But they show the creative side of word-building and how people mix forms 

when they need something catchy. 

Another practical method is clipping. People cut long words down all the 

time, mostly without noticing they’re doing it. When someone says lab instead of 

laboratory, it isn’t really a conscious choice — it just feels quicker and less serious. 

The same thing happened with fridge; the full form almost sounds too formal now 

unless it’s written on a bill or something official. And application becoming app 

happened so fast that many people probably never used the old version at all. 

Conclusion 

Shortened forms like these spread because they’re practical. When people 

are talking in a hurry or texting on their phones, they naturally go for the easier 

option, so the clipped versions end up becoming the normal ones. Acronyms follow 
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a similar path. AI, FAQ, GPS — they all started out as technical abbreviations, but 

after a while they slipped into ordinary conversation. Most speakers don’t even think 

about the original long names anymore. Some of these acronyms sound so familiar 

now that they act almost like regular words whenever people say them out 

loud.Because of this mix of convenience and habit, clippings and acronyms continue 

spreading and are now among the most commonly used shortcuts in modern English. 

Conversion has become especially active in recent decades. Blending and clipping 

match the speed and informality of modern communication. Borrowing continues to 

show how open English is to outside influences. All these processes together keep 

the language lively and constantly expanding. 
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