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Abstract

In modern technical education, the role of English language teaching has
significantly expanded beyond basic grammar and vocabulary instruction. Technical
college students are required to develop communicative competence that enables them
to use English effectively in professional and occupational contexts. This article
examines the importance of the communicative approach in teaching profession-
oriented English at technical colleges.

The communicative approach focuses on meaningful interaction, real-life
communication tasks, and the practical use of language. It helps students acquire
speaking, listening, reading, and writing skills that are directly related to their future
professions. The article highlights how communicative activities such as role-plays,
simulations, group discussions, and task-based learning contribute to the development
of professional vocabulary and communicative confidence.

Furthermore, the study discusses the role of the teacher in creating a learner-
centered environment and integrating professional content into English lessons. The
findings suggest that the communicative approach enhances students’ motivation,
improves language fluency, and prepares learners for real-world professional
communication in a globalized work environment.
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English has become the dominant language of international communication,
science, and technology. For students at technical colleges, English is not only an
academic subject but also a vital professional tool. Many technical manuals, operating
instructions, research articles, and professional standards are written in English,
making language proficiency essential for technical specialists.

Traditional methods of teaching English often emphasize grammar rules and
memorization, which may not adequately prepare students for real-life communication.
In contrast, the communicative approach emphasizes the functional use of language in
realistic situations. This approach is particularly effective in profession-oriented
English teaching, where students need to apply language skills in workplace-related
contexts.

This article explores the importance of the communicative approach in teaching
profession-oriented English at technical colleges. It analyzes its benefits, key
principles, classroom practices, and its impact on students’ professional readiness.

1. Profession-Oriented English in Technical Education

Profession-oriented English focuses on developing language skills that are
directly connected to students’ future occupations. In technical colleges, this includes:

 Understanding technical terminology and professional documentation.

« Communicating with colleagues, supervisors, and international partners.

» Participating in meetings, presentations, and technical discussions.

Teaching English with a professional orientation allows students to see the
practical value of the language. As a result, learners become more motivated and
engaged in the learning process.

2. Principles of the Communicative Approach

The communicative approach is based on several key principles:

* Language is learned through communication and interaction.

* Classroom activities should reflect real-life communication situations.

* Fluency is as important as accuracy.

* Students learn best when they are actively involved in meaningful tasks.
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In profession-oriented English classes, these principles help students practice
language skills in contexts that mirror their future workplaces.

3. Communicative Activities in Profession-Oriented English Classes

Effective communicative activities include:

* Role-plays simulating workplace situations.

* Group discussions on technical topics.

* Problem-solving tasks related to professional scenarios.

* Presentations of technical projects or processes.

These activities encourage students to use professional vocabulary, improve
speaking fluency, and develop confidence in English communication.

4. The Role of the Teacher

In the communicative approach, the teacher acts as a facilitator rather than a
lecturer. The teacher’s responsibilities include:

* Creating communicative learning environments.

* Selecting profession-related materials.

* Encouraging student interaction and collaboration.

* Providing feedback that supports language development.

By adopting this role, teachers help students become independent and confident
users of English in professional contexts.

* Problem-solving tasks related to professional scenarios.

* Presentations of technical projects or processes.

These activities encourage students to use professional vocabulary, improve
speaking fluency, and develop confidence in English communication.

4. The Role of the Teacher

In the communicative approach, the teacher acts as a facilitator rather than a
lecturer. The teacher’s responsibilities include:

* Creating communicative learning environments.

» Selecting profession-related materials.
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* Encouraging student interaction and collaboration.
* Providing feedback that supports language development.
By adopting this role, teachers help students become independent and confident

users of English in professional contexts.

Conclusion

The communicative approach plays a crucial role in teaching profession-oriented
English at technical colleges. It helps students develop practical language skills that
are essential for professional communication in technical fields. By focusing on real-
life tasks, interaction, and meaningful use of language, this approach increases student

motivation and improves learning outcomes.

Integrating the communicative approach into English teaching prepares technical
college students for the demands of the modern workplace, where effective
communication in English is often required. Therefore, this approach should be
considered a key methodology in profession-oriented English education.
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