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Abstract

This paper investigates how project-based learning (PBL) can be utilized in
extracurricular programs within high school foreign language classes. PBL has been
found to encourage active and meaningful language use, enhance critical thinking
skills, and promote learner independence. The article outlines the benefits,
challenges, and methods of implementing PBL and provides actionable strategies for
incorporating it into language education.
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Introduction

To prepare students for the demands of the 21st century, educators are
increasingly turning to innovative teaching strategies. Project-based learning (PBL)
has become a powerful method, emphasizing teamwork, critical thinking, and
practical problem-solving. In the context of foreign language learning, PBL provides
real-world scenarios that motivate students and improve language acquisition. This
study highlights the role of PBL in high school extracurricular activities, where
students engage in creative tasks like organizing cultural programs, participating in

language clubs, or producing collaborative stories.
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Main Part

1. Advantages of PBL in Language Learning

Research shows that PBL actively engages students in their learning process,
encouraging independence and boosting participation. It helps learners develop
essential skills such as critical thinking, creativity, and analytical abilities, which are
vital for language mastery. For example, projects like planning a cultural exchange
allow learners to use the target language in realistic and meaningful contexts,
enhancing their communication skills and cultural understanding.

2. Steps to Implement PBL in Extracurricular Activities

Successful PBL implementation involves aligning project objectives with students

language levels and interests. Examples of activities include creating podcasts,
debating current issues, or filming short videos in the target language.

An example is a language festival project where students design promotional
materials, rehearse cultural performances, and write scripts —all in the target
language. Such activities integrate speaking, writing, and listening skills, fostering a
holistic learning experience.

3. Addressing Implementation Challenges

Despite its many benefits, PBL presents hurdles such as limited time, insufficient
resources, and uneven levels of student motivation. These challenges can be
mitigated by providing structured guidance, ensuring access to tools and materials,
and utilizing technology to enhance collaboration. Platforms like Canva and Google
Docs, for instance, enable students to work creatively and efficiently on their projects.

Conclusion

Incorporating PBL into extracurricular activities enriches foreign language
instruction by creating opportunities for practical language use and critical thinking.
While there are obstacles to overcome, careful planning and adequate support can

help maximize its potential. Schools should focus on teacher training and resource
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allocation to successfully implement PBL and foster lifelong language learning and

cultural competency.
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