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Abstract
The reign of Elizabeth I is widely recognized in English history as the “Golden
Age.” This article analyzes factors of political stability—such as the strong
government and relative internal peace ensured by the Elizabethan Religious
Settlement—and the unprecedented cultural flourishing that developed on this
foundation. The Elizabethan era is distinguished by revolutionary achievements in
drama (William Shakespeare and his contemporaries), art, and music, which sharply
contrast with the religious conflicts of earlier periods and the crown—parliament
tensions of later centuries.
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AHHOTAIIUSA
[IpaBnenne EnuzaBethl | mnpu3HAHO OJHMM U3 HauOOJee BBIJAOIIUXCS
MEPUOJIOB AHTJIMHWCKONW MCTOPUU M 4acTO Ha3biBaeTCA “30JI0ThIM BekoM™ . JlaHHas
CTaThsl aHATU3UPYET (PAKTOPHI MOTUTHYECKOW CTAOUIIBHOCTH, TAKUE KAaK MPOYHOE
MPaBUTEIBCTBO M OTHOCUTEIBHOE BHYTPEHHEE CIIOKOMCTBHUE, OOECIeueHHbIE
EnuzaBetunckum  penurno3nsiM  yperynaupoBanuem (Elizabethan Religious
Settlement), a Takxe OecnpenieqaHTHBIN KyJbTypHbBIN OIBEM, BO3HUKIINMA HA HTOU
OCHOBE. JTOT IEpuoJ OTINYAICA PCBOJIIOIIMOHHBIMHA U3MCHCHUAMU B JIpaMaTyprun

(Yunbsim Ilexkcnivip U €ro COBPEMEHHHUKH), MCKYCCTBE M MY3BIKE, UTO PE3KO
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KOHTPACTUPOBAJIO €  NOPEABIIYIIMMUA  PETUTHO3HBIMH  KOH(PIUKTaMH U
MMOCJICAYIOUMHA CTOJIKHOBCHUAMUN MCIKIY KOpOHOI?I " IIapJIaMCHTOM.

KiroueBbie ciioBa

Emmzasera I, “30moT0it Bek”’, moauTHYCCKas CTaOMILHOCTD, Enn3aBeTHHCKOE
PEIIUTUO3HOE YPETYJUPOBAHUE, €IU3ABETUHCKUM Tearp, Ywuueam Illexcnup,
KYJIbTYpPHBIM OABEM, Mcnanckas apmana.

Annotatsiya

Yelizaveta | hukmronligi Angliya tarixida, asosan, “Oltin Davr” sifatida e’tirof
etiladi. Ushbu maqgola, Yelizaveta Diniy Kelishuvi (Elizabethan Religious
Settlement) tomonidan ta’minlangan mustahkam hukumat va nisbiy ichki tinchlik
kabi siyosiy bargarorlik omillari, hamda bu zamin ustida rivojlangan misli
ko‘rilmagan madaniy yuksalishni tahlil giladi. Ushbu davr Angliya uchun drama
(Uilyam Shekspir va uning zamondoshlari), san’at va musiqa sohalarida inqilobiy
o‘zgarishlar bilan ajralib turadi, bu esa avvalgi diniy nizolar va keyingi qirollik-
parlament to‘qnashuvlari bilan keskin farq qiladi.

Kalit so‘zlar

Yelizaveta I, “Oltin Davr,” Siyosiy Barqarorlik, Yelizaveta Diniy Kelishuvi,
Yelizaveta Teatri, Uilyam Shekspir, Madaniy Yuksalish, Ispan Armada.

INTRODUCTION

The Elizabethan era is recognized as a “Golden Age” in English history,
distinguished by prosperity, prestige, and remarkable cultural growth. This period
sharply contrasts with the eras before and after it: earlier periods were marked by
religious conflicts between Protestants and Catholics, and later periods were
disrupted by political struggles between the monarchy and parliament. During the
reign of Elizabeth I, unifying the state and achieving stability became the top
priority, creating a solid foundation for the blossoming of culture and the arts.

1. Establishing Political and Religious Stability

One of the key achievements of Elizabeth | was establishing a stable and

effective government. The most crucial element of this stability was the Elizabethan
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Religious Settlement implemented in 1559. This settlement represented the Queen’s
effort to consolidate power and unify the English people. It aimed to resolve the

significant religious divisions that had emerged during the reigns of previous Tudor

monarchs.

The Religious Settlement sought a compromise between Catholicism and
Protestantism and remained largely unchanged until Elizabeth’s death in 1603. This

policy helped reduce internal conflicts and created the social peace necessary for

subsequent cultural development.
2. The Flourishing of Culture and the Arts

Under conditions of political stability, the Elizabethan Theatre flourished.

Early modern drama is divided into several periods named after monarchs, and

Elizabethan theatre specifically refers to the era of Elizabeth I’s rule.

* Playwrights and Creative Innovation

The main figures of the era’s dramatic literature were Christopher Marlowe and
William Shakespeare, both of whom also wrote poetry, including notable sonnets.
Shakespeare used various linguistic techniques such as rhythm, rhyme, alliteration,

and assonance in his plays. Their works reflected the complexities of English

society.

» Theatre and Politics

Through stage productions, audiences gained insight into the political realities
of the Elizabethan period. History plays often served as propaganda, illustrating the

dangers of civil war and glorifying the Queen’s ancestors. Theatre played a

transformative role as a cultural force in England.

* The Influence of Music

The Elizabethan era marked a high point in English music. Queen Elizabeth I

herself was a strong patron of the arts and enjoyed playing various musical

instruments.

« Although music had a limited role in early theatrical performances, over time

instrumental music became a central feature of dramatic productions.
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« In private theatres, musical accompaniment increasingly became the norm.

« William Shakespeare made more than 500 references to songs and music in

his works.

The rising importance of music significantly shaped the social and cultural

dimensions of Elizabethan England.
ANALYSIS AND DISCUSSION

During the reign of Elizabeth I, politics and culture were deeply interconnected.

A period of peace allowed the redirection of social energy into artistic creation.

The Influence of Historical Context on Art

Dramatic works were often used to support the ruling ideology. Theatre
coincided with a peak in English national pride, strengthened by Elizabeth’s defence
of the nation from external threats—most notably the defeat of the Spanish Armada
in 1588. Although historical sources differ on the exact implications of this victory

for Spanish dominance, it undeniably boosted national morale and became a

powerful cultural theme.

Through plays such as Cymbeline and Bonduca, writers revisited Britain’s
ancient past, exploring themes related to female leadership, particularly concerns
surrounding a woman monarch in the context of Elizabeth’s reign. Shakespeare’s

history plays also had a didactic purpose, educating an often illiterate population

about well-known events in England’s chronicles.

Religious and Cultural Tolerance

The Elizabethan Religious Settlement aimed to transform England into a

peaceful and stable nation. Although it did not fully eliminate religious tensions, it

provided far greater stability than prior reigns.

Queen Elizabeth’s personal patronage also encouraged continuous
experimentation and development in music. Despite criticism from certain religious
extremists, royal support helped protect theatrical arts. At court, complex musical

compositions thrived, while popular markets saw folk tales and ballads—

demonstrating cultural development across all layers of society.
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CONCLUSION

The reign of Elizabeth | represented a period of unprecedented strategic and
cultural achievement for England. The Religious Settlement of 1559 laid the
foundation for internal political and social stability. This stability sharply contrasted
with the turmoil of earlier and later periods. As a result, the arts, literature, and
especially drama (the Shakespearean theatre) flourished. With the Queen’s personal

support for artistic expression, musical culture also reached its peak, marking the

beginnings of modern English music.
REFERENCES

1. Frenee-Hutchins, Samantha. The Cultural and Ideological Significance
of Representations of Boudica During the Reigns of Elizabeth | and James I. PhD
Dissertation, University of Exeter and Université D’Orléans, June 2009, 328 pp.

2. Alqudah, Mamoon Khaled. “The Influence of Music on the Elizabethan

Era.” Global Journal of Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences, European Centre for

Research Training and Development UK, January 2019, pp. 42-48.

3. Savage, Leah Rhiannon. “Reformation Britain: Assessing the Stability

of the Religious Settlements of England in 1559 and Scotland in 1560.” Essay, Ivory

Research, 2023.

4, Roller, Sarah. “10 of Elizabeth I's Key Achievements.” History Hit,

2022.

S. Borman, Dr. Tracy. “Why Was Queen Elizabeth I So Important?”

English Heritage, 02 February 2022.

—

@ https://scientific-jl.org/obr <4 86 ¥» Buinyck scypnana Ne-82
Yacmv—5_ /lexkaopp—2025



