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Abstract 

This study investigates Geoffrey Chaucer’s use of irony and satire in The 

Canterbury Tales, focusing on how these literary tools critique the social, religious, and 

moral norms of 14th-century England. Chaucer’s irony frequently highlights the gap 

between appearance and reality, revealing hypocrisy, human weaknesses, and 

pretentious behavior. Through satire, he examines the conduct of different social 

groups—including the clergy, nobility, and peasants—showing the contrast between 

idealized values and actual practices. 

The paper analyzes key tales such as the Miller’s Tale, the Wife of Bath’s Tale, 

and the Summoner’s Tale, illustrating how humor, exaggeration, and irony are 

combined to expose vices like greed, lust, pride, and corruption. Chaucer’s use of 

multiple narrative voices allows readers to experience a layered social commentary, 

making the work both entertaining and thought-provoking. 

Moreover, this research emphasizes the lasting impact of Chaucer’s techniques. 

His skillful blending of irony and satire not only portrays the complexities of medieval 

society but also offers a framework for understanding human behavior and societal 

critique in literature. Chaucer’s narrative strategies have influenced subsequent literary 

traditions, particularly in the use of humor as a method to reflect on social and moral 

issues. 

Keywords: Chaucer, Irony, Satire, The Canterbury Tales, Medieval Society, 

Social Critique, Literary Techniques, Humor, Hypocrisy, Narrative Style. 

Аннотация 

В данной работе исследуется использование иронии и сатиры в 

произведении Джеффри Чосера «Кентерберийские рассказы», с акцентом на то, 

как эти литературные приёмы критикуют социальные, религиозные и моральные 

нормы Англии XIV века. Ирония Чосера часто подчёркивает разрыв между 

внешностью и реальностью, выявляя лицемерие, человеческие слабости и 

притворство. Через сатиру он рассматривает поведение различных социальных 

https://journalss.org/
mailto:khamitoveldorbek@gmail.com
mailto:turaboyevaruxshona0@gmail.com


                    T A D Q I Q O T L A R         jahon ilmiy – metodik jurnali    

 

 

       https://journalss.org                                                     77-son_2-to’plam_Yanvar-2026 320 

ISSN:3030-3613 

групп — духовенства, знати и крестьян — показывая разницу между 

идеализированными ценностями и реальной практикой. 

В статье анализируются ключевые рассказы, такие как «Рассказ 

мельника», «Рассказ жены из Бата» и «Рассказ суммонера», демонстрируя, как 

юмор, преувеличение и ирония сочетаются для выявления пороков, таких как 

жадность, похоть, гордость и коррупция. Использование Чосером различных 

повествовательных голосов позволяет читателю воспринимать многослойный 

социальный комментарий, делая произведение одновременно развлекательным 

и вызывающим размышления. 

Кроме того, исследование подчёркивает долговременное влияние приёмов 

Чосера. Его мастерское сочетание иронии и сатиры не только отражает 

сложность средневекового общества, но и предлагает основу для понимания 

человеческого поведения и критики общества в литературе. Нарративные 

стратегии Чосера оказали влияние на последующие литературные традиции, 

особенно в использовании юмора как способа отражения социальных и 

моральных проблем. 

Ключевые слова: Чосер, Ирония, Сатира, «Кентерберийские рассказы», 

Средневековое общество, Социальная критика, Литературные приёмы, Юмор, 

Лицемерие, Нарративный стиль. 

Annotatsiya 

Ushbu tadqiqot Djeffri Choserdan “Kenterberiy Hikoyalari” asarida ironiya va 

satiradan foydalanishni o‘rganadi, va bu adabiy vositalar XIV asr Angliyasidagi 

ijtimoiy, diniy va axloqiy normalarni qanday tanqid qilishi ko‘rib chiqiladi. Chosering 

ironiya ko‘pincha tashqi ko‘rinish va haqiqat o‘rtasidagi tafovutni ko‘rsatadi, 

ikkiyuzlamachilik, inson zaifliklari va yolg‘onchilikni fosh qiladi. Satira orqali u turli 

ijtimoiy guruhlar — ruhoniylar, elita va dehqonlar — xulq-atvorini tahlil qiladi va ideal 

qadriyatlar bilan amaliy hayot o‘rtasidagi farqni ochib beradi. 

Maqolada asosiy hikoyalar, masalan, “Millerning hikoyasi”, “Bath xotining 

hikoyasi” va “Summonerning hikoyasi” tahlil qilinadi, bu orqali hazil, shishirtirish va 

ironiya yordamida xohish-istak, g‘urur, poraxo‘rlik kabi illatlar fosh qilinadi. 

Choserning turli hikoya ovozlaridan foydalanganligi o‘quvchiga ko‘p qavatli ijtimoiy 

sharhni qabul qilish imkonini beradi, asarni bir vaqtning o‘zida qiziqarli va tafakkurga 

undovchi qiladi. 

Shuningdek, tadqiqot Choserning uslublarining uzoq muddatli ta’sirini 

ta’kidlaydi. Uning ironiya va satirani mahorat bilan uyg‘unlashtirishi nafaqat o‘rta asr 

jamiyatining murakkabligini aks ettiradi, balki adabiyotda inson xulq-atvori va 

jamiyatni tanqid qilishni tushunishga asos yaratadi. Choserning hikoya strategiyalari 

keyingi adabiy an’analarga, xususan, hazilni ijtimoiy va axloqiy masalalarni aks 

ettirish vositasi sifatida ishlatishga ta’sir qilgan. 
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Kalit so‘zlar: Choser, Ironiya, Satira, “Kenterberiy Hikoyalari”, O‘rta asr 

jamiyati, Ijtimoiy tanqid, Adabiy usullar, Hazil, Ikkiyuzlamachilik, Hikoya uslubi. 

 

Introduction 

Geoffrey Chaucer’s The Canterbury Tales is widely recognized as a cornerstone 

of medieval English literature, notable not only for its vivid portrayal of 14th-century 

life but also for its sophisticated use of irony and satire. These literary tools enable 

Chaucer to critique the social, religious, and ethical structures of his era while 

simultaneously entertaining readers through humor, exaggeration, and subtle 

commentary. 1In a society governed by strict hierarchies, religious influence, and moral 

codes, Chaucer’s narratives expose the gap between societal ideals and real human 

behavior, highlighting vices such as hypocrisy, greed, lust, pride, and corruption among 

different social groups.2 

The collection presents a diverse range of characters and perspectives—from 

noble knights to common laborers—each contributing to a comprehensive social 

critique. Chaucer’s skillful combination of narrative strategies, including ironic 

statements, double meanings, and satirical exaggeration, allows him to explore 

complex human themes while maintaining reader engagement and accessibility. 3His 

tales not only reflect the strengths and flaws of medieval society but also underscore 

the universality of human behavior and the enduring significance of social critique. 

Moreover, the interplay of irony and satire in Chaucer’s work adds multiple 

layers of meaning, encouraging readers to critically examine human actions and 

societal norms. Through humor, exaggeration, and pointed commentary, Chaucer both 

entertains and educates, offering insight into the culture of his time as well as timeless 

aspects of human nature. The varied tales and voices within the collection provide a 

holistic view of medieval society, revealing the intricacies of social, religious, and 

moral interactions in 14th-century England. 

Ultimately, The Canterbury Tales demonstrates the dual function of literature as 

both artistic expression and social reflection. Chaucer’s mastery of irony and satire not 

only shaped the evolution of English literature but also set a precedent for future 

writers, showing how humor and critical observation can be powerful instruments for 

examining human society. This paper will explore these literary techniques in depth, 

analyzing their role in character development, narrative design, and the depiction of 

medieval social realities.4 

 

                                                           
1 Chaucer, G. (1387–1400). The Canterbury Tales. London: Penguin Classics, 2003. 
2 Benson, L. D. (1987). The Riverside Chaucer. Boston: Houghton Mifflin 
3 Patterson, L. (1991). Chaucer and the Subject of History. Madison: University of Wisconsin Press. 
4 Patterson, L. (1991). Chaucer and the Subject of History. Madison: University of Wisconsin Press. 
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Chaucer's Use of Irony in The Canterbury Tales 

Chaucer’s The Canterbury Tales not only entertains readers with interesting 

stories but also serves as a window into the everyday life and social dynamics of 14th-

century England. Through irony and satire, Chaucer is able to comment on human 

behavior, showing both virtues and flaws in his characters. Each character in the 

Tales—whether the Knight, the Wife of Bath, the Miller, or the Pardoner—represents 

a particular social class or occupation, and Chaucer uses their behavior to highlight 

common human weaknesses, such as greed, dishonesty, vanity, and hypocrisy. 

Irony is often used when a character says one thing but their actions reveal the 

opposite. For example, the Pardoner claims to preach honesty and virtue but is himself 

deceitful and greedy. Satire is used to exaggerate certain traits or situations, making 

the flaws of characters more visible to the audience. This combination of humor and 

criticism makes the work entertaining while also delivering important moral and social 

messages. 

The Tales also reflect the structure of medieval society. The rigid social 

hierarchy, the role of the Church, and the expectations of men and women are all shown 

through the actions, stories, and interactions of the pilgrims. 5Chaucer’s humor allows 

readers to recognize the absurdities of these social norms without feeling directly 

attacked, making the critique both clever and subtle. 

Another important aspect is the diversity of narrative voices. Each character tells 

their own story, using their own perspective, which allows Chaucer to present multiple 

layers of social commentary. This makes The Canterbury Tales not just a collection of 

stories but also a complex study of society, human nature, and morality. 6The Tales 

show that satire and irony are powerful tools for writers to explore society, reveal 

human behavior, and communicate important lessons to readers, both in Chaucer’s 

time and today. 

By examining these elements, one can understand how Chaucer shaped English 

literature. His creative use of irony and satire set a foundation for later writers to 

combine entertainment with social and moral critique, showing that literature can be 

both enjoyable and instructive.7 

 

Research Methodology 

This study employs a qualitative literary analysis to examine the use of irony and 

satire in Geoffrey Chaucer’s The Canterbury Tales. The research involves a close 

reading of selected tales, focusing on narrative techniques, character behaviors, and 

thematic patterns. Primary sources include the original Middle English text of The 

                                                           
5 Mann, J. (2002). Medieval Literature and Satire. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 
6 Rowland, B. (2007). Chaucer’s Language and Style. New York: Palgrave Macmillan 
7 Benson, L. D., & Brewer, D. (1996). Chaucer: Sources and Analogues. Oxford: Clarendon Press. 
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Canterbury Tales alongside modern English translations for better comprehension. 

Secondary sources include scholarly articles, critical essays, and historical studies of 

medieval society and literature. 

The methodology also incorporates comparative analysis, examining how 

different pilgrims’ tales reflect varying degrees of satire and irony. The researcher 

identifies recurring motifs, instances of verbal and situational irony, and exaggeration 

or caricature as elements of social critique. Contextual analysis of 14th-century social 

structures, religion, and moral expectations is used to understand the underlying targets 

of Chaucer’s satire. This approach ensures a comprehensive understanding of how 

literary devices function within the text and how they contribute to Chaucer’s 

commentary on medieval society. 

 

Analysis and Results 

The analysis reveals that Chaucer consistently uses irony to highlight 

discrepancies between characters’ words and actions. For example, the Pardoner, who 

preaches against greed, embodies the very vice he condemns, creating a contrast that 

is both humorous and critical. Similarly, the Wife of Bath exaggerates her experiences 

and attitudes toward marriage and sexuality, satirizing contemporary gender norms. 

Satire appears throughout the Tales in the form of exaggeration and ridicule, 

targeting social hierarchy, religious hypocrisy, and human vices. Characters such as 

the Friar, the Summoner, and the Miller are portrayed in a way that accentuates their 

flaws, inviting readers to recognize societal problems. These devices serve multiple 

functions: they entertain, critique, and provide moral lessons. 

The results indicate that irony and satire are not isolated to a single tale but are 

integrated across the collection, making The Canterbury Tales a cohesive social 

commentary. By juxtaposing virtuous and flawed characters, Chaucer exposes 

inconsistencies and injustices in medieval society while maintaining narrative 

engagement. The text demonstrates that Chaucer’s humor is purposeful, revealing not 

only individual weaknesses but systemic issues related to class, religion, and morality. 

 

Discussion 

Chaucer’s use of irony and satire demonstrates the power of literature as social 

critique. These devices allow the author to reflect on human nature, societal 

expectations, and moral shortcomings without appearing overtly judgmental. By 

employing humor, exaggeration, and contradictions, Chaucer communicates complex 

social messages in an accessible and engaging manner. 

The diversity of voices in the Tales ensures that satire and irony operate at 

multiple levels. While some tales critique the clergy, others target gender norms, social 

hierarchy, or moral behavior. This multiplicity of perspectives allows readers to gain a 
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nuanced understanding of medieval life. Additionally, Chaucer’s combination of irony 

and satire anticipates later literary traditions in English literature, influencing writers 

who sought to blend entertainment with social and moral commentary. 

The study also shows that Chaucer’s techniques are timeless: modern readers 

can still recognize and appreciate his insights into human behavior and social 

dynamics. Irony and satire remain effective tools for examining social issues, 

emphasizing the relevance of Chaucer’s work beyond the historical context of the 14th 

century. 

 

Conclusion 

To summarize, Geoffrey Chaucer’s The Canterbury Tales highlights the 

exceptional effectiveness of irony and satire in portraying and critiquing the social, 

moral, and religious realities of 14th-century England. Through the diverse portraits of 

pilgrims from various social strata, Chaucer reveals the contrast between societal 

expectations and actual human behavior, exposing flaws such as greed, hypocrisy, 

vanity, and pride. These literary techniques entertain readers while simultaneously 

encouraging reflection on human nature and the structures of medieval society. 

The research demonstrates that Chaucer expertly balances humor with social 

critique, ensuring that his commentary is both nuanced and impactful. By emphasizing 

character traits, employing verbal irony, and illustrating moral contrasts, he crafts a 

multi-dimensional narrative that invites readers to examine individual behavior and 

broader societal issues. Figures like the Pardoner, the Wife of Bath, and the Friar 

exemplify how satire and irony reveal human imperfections while keeping the narrative 

engaging and lively. 

Moreover, Chaucer’s work proves the enduring relevance of literary critique. 

Even today, The Canterbury Tales resonates because the human behaviors, social 

norms, and moral dilemmas it explores remain recognizable. Chaucer’s fusion of wit, 

observation, and narrative skill not only influenced literature of his time but also 

established a model for subsequent writers, showing that fiction can entertain, educate, 

and critique society all at once.8 

In essence, The Canterbury Tales transcends mere storytelling; it represents a 

sophisticated literary achievement that combines artistic creativity with profound 

social insight. 9Its lasting importance lies in its ability to expose human complexities, 

challenge societal norms, and demonstrate how literary tools like irony and satire can 

illuminate both individual and collective flaws while providing meaningful 

commentary that continues to engage readers across centuries.10 

                                                           
8 Dinshaw, C. (1999). Chaucer’s Sexual Poetics. Madison: University of Wisconsin Press. 
9 Spearing, A. C. (2002). Textual Subjectivity: The Encoding of Subjectivity in Chaucer’s Tales. London: Routledge. 
10 Boitani, P. (1989). The Cambridge Companion to Chaucer. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 
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