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Abstract: Nominalization is a key grammatical feature of academic English. It 

changes verbs and adjectives into nouns, helping writers express complex ideas clearly 

and formally. This article looks at the structure, functions, and stylistic impacts of 

nominalization in academic writing. Relying on systemic functional linguistics, 

especially the work of M. A. K. Halliday, the study explains how nominalization helps 

with abstraction, information density, objectivity, and textual cohesion. It also 

addresses the benefits and drawbacks of too much nominalization, particularly in 

student writing. The analysis shows that nominalization is more than just a grammatical 

change; it is a strong rhetorical tool in academic communication. 
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1.Introduction 

Academic English is quite different from everyday spoken language. It is formal, 

abstract, and complex. One of the main grammatical tools that create this formal style 

is nominalization.  

Nominalization happens when actions (verbs) or qualities (adjectives) turn into 

nouns. For example: 

decide → decision  

analyze → analysis  

develop → development  

strong → strength  

Instead of saying: 

Researchers analyzed the data carefully.  

Academic writing often prefers: 

The analysis of the data was conducted carefully. 

This change allows information to be packed more tightly and presented in a 

more abstract way.  

Understanding nominalization is important for students and researchers because 

it helps shape academic style. 

2. Theoretical Background 
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Nominalization relates closely to systemic functional linguistics and the theory 

of grammatical metaphor introduced by M. A. K. Halliday.  

Halliday defines nominalization as a type of grammatical metaphor that turns 

processes (usually verbs) into entities (nouns). This change alters how meaning is 

structured in a sentence.  

Example: 

Everyday form: 

Scientists discovered a new element.  

Nominalized form: 

The discovery of a new element was significant.  

The second sentence uses the noun "discovery" instead of the verb "discover," 

allowing it to be the subject or object in a larger clause. This process increases 

abstraction and supports complex argumentation. 

3. Types of Nominalization 

3.1 Deverbal Nominalization 

This is the most common type, where verbs become nouns. Common suffixes 

include: 

-tion (investigate → investigation)  

-ment (develop → development)  

-ance / -ence (perform → performance)  

-al (arrive → arrival)  

Example: 

The implementation of the policy was delayed. 

3.2 Deadjectival Nominalization 

Adjectives are turned into nouns.  

Examples: 

possible → possibility  

different → difference  

strong → strength  

Example: 

The possibility of error cannot be ignored. 

3.3 Clause Nominalization 

Whole clauses can act as nouns.  

Example: 

That the results were inconsistent suggests further research.  

In this case, the clause “that the results were inconsistent” works as a nominal 

unit. 

4. Functions of Nominalization in Academic Writing 

4.1 Creating Abstraction  
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Nominalization helps writers communicate general ideas instead of specific 

actions.  

Compare: 

The government increased taxes.  

The increase in taxes affected consumers. 

The second version highlights the concept over the action. Abstraction is highly 

valued in academic writing because it allows discussion of ideas on a theoretical level.  

4.2 Increasing Information Density 

Nominalization lets writers compress multiple ideas into a single sentence.  

Example: 

The rapid expansion of digital communication has transformed educational 

practices.  

Instead of detailing the process, the noun “expansion” summarizes it. This 

density is typical of academic texts and research articles. 

4.3 Supporting Objectivity 

Nominalization often removes human agents from sentences.  

Active: 

Researchers evaluated the data.  

Nominalized: 

The evaluation of the data revealed significant trends. 

The focus shifts from researchers to the evaluation itself, increasing objectivity. 

4.4 Enhancing Cohesion  

Nominalization helps link texts by allowing key concepts to repeat in noun form.  

Example: 

The company expanded rapidly. This expansion created new opportunities.  

Repeating “expand” as “expansion” connects the sentences cohesively. 

5. Nominalization and Grammatical Metaphor 

In systemic functional linguistics, nominalization is seen as a key form of 

grammatical metaphor. Instead of stating actions with verbs, academic writing presents 

them as entities.  

This change enables writers to establish complex logical relationships: 

The failure of the experiment led to the reconsideration of the hypothesis. 

Multiple actions (fail, reconsider) are packaged as nouns, creating a compact 

structure. 

6. Advantages of Nominalization 

Increases formality  

Creates abstract concepts  

Allows for complex argument structures  

Supports logical sequencing  
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Enables the development of technical vocabulary  

Nominalization is vital in scientific and theoretical writing. 

7. Potential Problems of Overuse 

Although nominalization is helpful, using it too much can lead to: 

Long, heavy sentences  

Reduced clarity  

Reader difficulty  

Example of overuse:  

The implementation of the regulation resulted in the improvement of operational 

efficiency through the optimization of procedural execution.  

This sentence may seem overly complicated and hard to understand. Modern 

academic writing suggests balancing nominal and verbal structures.  

8. Disciplinary Differences 

Nominalization is particularly common in: 

Science  

Law  

Economics  

Philosophy  

Humanities texts might use fewer dense nominal structures compared to 

scientific research articles. Different academic fields develop their specific patterns of 

nominal expression. 

9. Pedagogical Implications 

Students learning academic English should: 

Recognize patterns of nominalization  

Practice changing verbs into nouns  

Avoid excessive density  

Balance clarity and formality  

Teaching about nominalization can improve the quality of academic writing and 

raise stylistic awareness. 

10. Conclusion 

Nominalization is a key linguistic feature of academic English. It changes 

actions and qualities into abstract entities, allowing writers to create formal, dense, and 

logically structured texts. While it improves objectivity and cohesion, too much of it 

can lower clarity.  

Seeing nominalization as a form of grammatical metaphor gives deeper insights 

into how academic writing works. Effective academic writing requires strategic and 

balanced use of nominal structures. Nominalization is not just a grammatical change; 

it is a strong tool for building knowledge in academic communication. 
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