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Annotation 

This paper explores the sentence as a fundamental unit of syntax in English, with 

a particular focus on the differences between spoken and written sentence structures. 

The study highlights how spoken language tends to be more spontaneous, less 

structured, and context-dependent, often characterized by ellipsis, coordination, and 

the use of fillers. In contrast, written language is presented as more formal, organized, 

and precise, relying on complex sentence constructions, subordination, and 

punctuation for clarity. The paper emphasizes the role of the sentence in conveying 

meaning, structuring thought, and fulfilling communicative purposes across different 

modes of language use. It concludes that understanding sentence structure enhances 

both linguistic competence and effective communication, demonstrating the 

importance of syntax in expressing ideas clearly and accurately. 

Annotatsiya 

Ushbu maqolada gap ingliz tili sintaksisining asosiy birligi sifatida tahlil qilinadi 

hamda og‘zaki va yozma nutqdagi gap tuzilmalari o‘rtasidagi farqlar yoritiladi. 

Tadqiqotda og‘zaki nutqning ko‘proq spontan, kamroq tartibli va kontekstga bog‘liq 

bo‘lishi, unda ellipsis, bog‘lovchisiz yoki sodda bog‘lanishlar hamda to‘ldiruvchi 

so‘zlarning keng qo‘llanishi ta’kidlanadi. Yozma nutq esa aksincha, rasmiyroq, 

aniqroq va puxta tuzilgan bo‘lib, murakkab gaplar, ergash gaplar hamda tinish 

belgilariga tayanishi bilan ajralib turadi. Maqolada gapning ma’no yetkazish, fikrni 

shakllantirish va kommunikativ maqsadlarni amalga oshirishdagi o‘rni muhim ekanligi 

ko‘rsatib beriladi. Xulosa sifatida, gap tuzilishini chuqur o‘rganish til kompetensiyasini 

oshirishga va samarali muloqot qilishga xizmat qilishi, sintaksis esa fikrni aniq va 

ravon ifodalashda muhim ahamiyatga ega ekanligi ta’kidlanadi. 

Аннотация 

В данной работе рассматривается предложение как фундаментальная 

единица синтаксиса английского языка, с особым акцентом на различия между 

устной и письменной речью. Отмечается, что устная речь более спонтанна, менее 

структурирована и зависит от контекста; она часто характеризуется эллипсисом, 

координацией и использованием слов-паразитов. В отличие от этого, письменная 
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речь представляется более формальной, организованной и точной, опирающейся 

на сложные синтаксические конструкции, подчинение и пунктуацию для 

обеспечения ясности. В исследовании подчеркивается роль предложения в 

передаче смысла, структурировании мысли и выполнении коммуникативных 

функций в разных формах языка. В заключение делается вывод, что понимание 

структуры предложения способствует развитию лингвистической компетенции 

и эффективной коммуникации, демонстрируя важность синтаксиса для ясного и 

точного выражения идей. 

Keywords: sentence structure, syntax, spoken English, written English, 

sentence types, coordination, subordination, ellipsis, communication, grammatical 

rules, language structure, formal writing, informal speech, clarity, context 

 

Introduction 

The sentence is universally recognized as the highest and most complete unit of 

syntax in English, serving as the fundamental framework through which speakers and 

writers convey thoughts, ideas, and emotions. Unlike smaller syntactic units such as 

words or phrases, the sentence expresses a complete proposition, marked by the 

essential subject–predicate relationship. This relationship ensures that every sentence 

contains both a topic and a comment, thereby fulfilling the requirement of 

completeness. Sentences are composed of clauses, with independent clauses capable 

of standing alone and dependent clauses requiring attachment to an independent clause 

to make sense. In spoken English, intonation, pauses, and stress mark sentence 

boundaries, while in written English punctuation marks such as periods, question 

marks, and exclamation points fulfill this role. 

Structural Types of Sentences 

English sentences are traditionally classified into four structural types.                                     

A simple sentence contains one independent clause and communicates a single clear 

idea, for example, The sun rises in the east. A compound sentence joins two or more 

independent clauses with coordinating conjunctions such as and, but, or or with 

punctuation, as in The sun rises in the east, and it sets in the west. A complex sentence 

combines one independent clause with at least one dependent clause, for instance, The 

sun rises in the east because the Earth rotates. Finally, the compound-complex 

sentence merges features of both compound and complex sentences, such as The sun 

rises in the east, and it sets in the west because the Earth rotates. These structural types 

allow speakers and writers to vary the rhythm and complexity of their communication, 

moving from direct simplicity to nuanced layering of ideas. 

Functional Types of Sentences 

Beyond structure, sentences are also categorized by their communicative 

function.  
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1.A declarative sentence makes a statement, as in She is a teacher.                                               

2.An interrogative sentence asks a question, for example, Is she a teacher?.                                     

3.An imperative sentence issues a command, such as Be a teacher.                                                       

4.An exclamatory sentence expresses strong emotion, for instance, What a 

great teacher!.  

Sentences may also be classified as affirmative or negative depending on 

whether they assert or deny something, elliptical when incomplete but understood from 

context, or periodic and loose depending on whether the main clause comes at the end 

or the beginning. These functional categories highlight the versatility of the sentence 

as a communicative tool, capable of informing, questioning, commanding, or 

expressing emotion. 

Linguistic Perspectives 

From a broader linguistic perspective, traditional grammar views the sentence 

as a fixed unit, while modern linguistics, particularly transformational-generative 

grammar, analyzes it as the product of deep and surface structures. In this framework, 

sentences are generated from abstract rules at the deep level and realized in actual 

spoken or written form at the surface level. Pragmatics further emphasizes the role of 

sentences as speech acts, showing that they are not only syntactic units but also 

communicative actions such as stating, questioning, or commanding. This 

multidimensional view underscores the sentence’s importance not only in grammar but 

also in communication and meaning-making. 

Spoken vs. Written Sentence Structures 

A crucial distinction exists between spoken and written English sentence 

structures. Spoken sentences are often shorter, fragmentary, and elliptical, relying 

heavily on intonation, pauses, and shared context. Coordination is preferred over 

subordination, and speakers frequently use fillers, repetition, and self-correction. For 

example, a speaker might say Coming? instead of Are you coming?, or I went to the 

store and I bought bread instead of I went to the store because I needed bread. Written 

sentences, by contrast, are more formal, complete, and carefully planned. They rely on 

punctuation for clarity, favor complex structures with subordination, and avoid 

redundancy. Writers consciously vary sentence types to create rhythm and style, 

producing sentences such as Because she studied diligently, she passed the exam with 

distinction. Spoken syntax reflects immediacy, interaction, and shared understanding, 

while written syntax emphasizes permanence, precision, and clarity for readers who 

may not share the same immediate context. 

Conclusion 

In essence, the sentence is the backbone of English syntax, organizing words 

into meaningful structures, conveying thought, and reflecting both grammatical rules 

and communicative intent across spoken and written modes. By mastering its 
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structures, functions, and variations, speakers and writers gain the ability to 

communicate with precision, variety, and expressiveness in every context. The study 

of sentence structure not only enhances clarity and style but also deepens our 

understanding of how language functions as a system of meaning. Whether in 

spontaneous speech or carefully crafted writing, the sentence remains the central unit 

of syntax, embodying the balance between form, function, and communication. 
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