ISSN:3030-3613 \L—é\JI TADQIQOTLAR jahon ilmiy — metodik jurnali

TADQIQOTLAR

NEOLOGISMS AND THEIR ROLE IN MODERN LEXICOGRAPHY

Authors: Roza Bahodirova
Lobar Baxodirova

Abstract

Neologisms are newly created words, expressions, or meanings that appear in a
language as society, technology, culture, and communication continue to develop. In
lexicography, neologisms are important because dictionaries must constantly adapt to
linguistic change and include new vocabulary used by speakers. This article discusses
the concept of neologisms, their classifications, formation processes, and their
significance in modern lexicography. The study also examines how lexicographers
identify and record neologisms in dictionaries and how globalization, social media, and
technological innovation contribute to lexical expansion. The article highlights the
importance of neologisms in enriching language and reflecting social transformation.

Introduction

Language changes continuously because society evolves every day. Scientific
discoveries, cultural changes, technological inventions, and globalization all contribute
to the creation of new vocabulary. Such newly created lexical items are known as
neologisms. Neologisms demonstrate the flexibility and creativity of human language
and represent one of the most dynamic aspects of linguistic development.

In lexicography, neologisms are highly significant because dictionaries aim to
reflect actual language usage. Lexicographers must observe how new words enter
communication and determine whether these words should be recorded in dictionaries.
Modern communication technologies and social media have increased the speed at
which neologisms spread across the world.

The study of neologisms is important not only for linguistics but also for
education, communication, and cultural studies. New vocabulary reflects social
tendencies, technological innovation, and cultural transformation. Therefore,
neologisms provide valuable insight into the development of modern society and
language.

1. Definition and Characteristics of Neologisms

A neologism is a newly invented word, phrase, or meaning that becomes
accepted within a speech community. Examples include “selfie,” “podcast,” “blog,”
and “emoji.” Neologisms usually appear because people need words to describe new
concepts, inventions, or experiences.

One important feature of neologisms is novelty. A word remains a neologism
until it becomes fully integrated into the language. Some neologisms survive and
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become permanent vocabulary items, while others disappear after temporary use. For
example, many internet slang expressions are popular only for a short period of time.

Neologisms also reflect social and cultural development. The emergence of new
words often shows changes in technology, politics, lifestyle, and communication.
During global events such as pandemics, societies rapidly create and adopt new
terminology. Words like “lockdown,” “social distancing,” and “quarantine” became
widely used during the COVID-19 pandemic.

Another characteristic of neologisms is creativity. Speakers often combine
existing words, shorten expressions, or borrow vocabulary from other languages to
produce innovative lexical items. This demonstrates the productive nature of language
and the ability of speakers to adapt communication according to modern needs.

2. Types of Neologisms

Neologisms may be classified into different categories according to their
formation and function.

Lexical Neologisms

Lexical neologisms are completely new words created to describe modern
realities. Examples include “smartphone,” “cyberspace,” and “cryptocurrency.” These
words did not previously exist in the language but became necessary because of
technological and scientific advancement.

Semantic Neologisms

Semantic neologisms occur when existing words receive new meanings. For
example, the word “mouse” originally referred only to an animal but later became
associated with computer technology. Similarly, the word ‘“cloud” gained a
technological meaning connected with internet data storage.

sBorrowed Neologisms

Borrowed neologisms are words adopted from foreign languages. English has
borrowed many words from different cultures, including “karaoke” from Japanese,
“pizza” from Italian, and “café” from French. Borrowing enriches vocabulary and
demonstrates cultural interaction between nations.

Stylistic Neologisms

Stylistic neologisms are often used in literature, journalism, media, and
advertising. Writers and marketers invent original words to attract attention and create
emotional impact. Such neologisms may become popular and eventually enter common
language usage.

3. Word Formation Processes

Neologisms are formed through various linguistic processes.

Compounding
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Compounding combines two or more words to create a new term. Examples
include “smartphone,” “website,” and “laptop.” This process is highly productive in
English because it allows speakers to create understandable vocabulary quickly.

Blending

Blending merges parts of two words together. Examples include “brunch”
(breakfast + lunch) and “smog” (smoke + fog). Blended words are often creative and
memorable.

Clipping

Clipping shortens longer words into simpler forms. Examples include “exam”
from “examination” and “lab” from “laboratory.” Clipped forms are common in
informal communication.

Acronyms and Abbreviations

Acronyms and abbreviations also produce neologisms. Words such as “NASA,”
“Al” and “COVID” became common because of scientific and technological
communication. These shortened forms save time and improve communication
efficiency.

Affixation

Affixation creates new vocabulary by adding prefixes or suffixes to existing
words. Examples include “globalization,” “unfriend,” and “digitalize.” This method
demonstrates the flexibility of word formation in English.

Social media and digital communication have accelerated the spread of newly
created vocabulary throughout the world. New words can become internationally
recognized within days or even hours.

4. Neologisms in Modern Lexicography

Modern lexicography must constantly adapt to linguistic innovation.
Lexicographers use language corpora, newspapers, academic texts, television
programs, and social media platforms to identify new vocabulary. The rapid
development of technology has significantly increased the number of neologisms
appearing in everyday communication.

However, not every new word becomes part of standard language.
Lexicographers analyze the frequency, stability, and social significance of new terms
before adding them to dictionaries. A word must demonstrate consistent usage among
speakers over time.

Digital dictionaries have changed the process of lexicography considerably.
Unlike printed dictionaries, online dictionaries can be updated quickly and regularly.
This allows lexicographers to include modern terminology related to technology,
culture, science, and internet communication more efficiently.

Lexicographers also face challenges when defining neologisms because new
words may have changing meanings or different interpretations in various

AN
www https://journalss.org 129 86-son_2-to’plam_May-2026


https://journalss.org/

ISSN:3030-3613 \L—é\JI TADQIQOTLAR jahon ilmiy — metodik jurnali

TADQIQOTLAR

communities. Therefore, dictionary makers must carefully analyze context and usage
patterns before preparing dictionary entries.

5. Technology and Social Media

Technology and social media are major sources of neologisms today. The
internet has created a communication environment where new words spread rapidly
across countries and cultures. Social networking platforms such as Instagram, TikTok,
Twitter, and YouTube encourage linguistic creativity and innovation.

Words such as “hashtag,” “vlog,” “streaming,” “influencer,” and “viral” became
common because of internet communication. Social media users frequently invent
abbreviations, slang expressions, and creative phrases that later become accepted in
mainstream language.

Internet communication has also influenced writing styles. Shortened
expressions, emojis, and informal vocabulary are now common in digital interaction.
Younger generations especially contribute to the creation and spread of online
neologisms.

Technology continues to influence vocabulary development through artificial
intelligence, virtual reality, and digital communication tools. As technological progress
continues, the number of neologisms in global languages is expected to increase
further.

6. Importance of Neologisms in Language Development

Neologisms are essential because they enrich language and allow speakers to
describe new experiences and discoveries. Without neologisms, language would not be
able to adapt to scientific progress, technological innovation, and cultural
transformation.

In education, neologisms help learners understand modern communication and
current events. Dictionaries that include contemporary vocabulary improve language
learning and comprehension. Students who understand neologisms are better prepared
for modern communication environments.

Neologisms also demonstrate the creativity and adaptability of human language.
They show how societies respond to innovation and social change. Linguists study
neologisms to understand how communication systems evolve over time.

Furthermore, neologisms contribute to globalization because many modern
words spread internationally through media, technology, and popular culture. English,
in particular, has become a major source of global neologisms related to science and
technology.

Conclusion

Neologisms are essential elements of language development because they reflect
scientific progress, social change, and cultural transformation. In lexicography, the
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study of neologisms is highly important because dictionaries must accurately record
modern vocabulary and evolving meanings.

Modern communication technologies have accelerated the creation and spread
of neologisms, making lexicographic work more dynamic and challenging. Through
careful observation and analysis, lexicographers help preserve and organize linguistic
innovation for future generations.

As language continues to evolve, neologisms will remain important indicators
of creativity, innovation, and cultural development. Their study contributes not only to
lexicography but also to linguistics, communication studies, and social research.
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