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Annotation: The Norman Conquest of 1066 and Its Impact on England 

The Norman Conquest of 1066 was one of the most significant turning points in 

English history. When William, Duke of Normandy, defeated King Harold II at the 

Battle of Hastings, he became William the Conqueror — the new ruler of England. 

This event completely transformed the country’s political, social, and cultural 

structure. The Normans introduced a new system of governance, known as feudalism, 

which reorganized land ownership and strengthened royal power. The English 

language also changed, as many French words entered the vocabulary. Additionally, 

Norman architecture, such as castles and cathedrals, reshaped the landscape of 

England. Overall, the Norman Conquest marked the beginning of a new era that 

connected England more closely with continental Europe and laid the foundation for 

the modern English nation. 
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Introduction 

The Norman Conquest of 1066 is widely regarded as one of the most significant 

turning points in English history. It began when William, Duke of Normandy, crossed 

the English Channel and defeated King Harold II at the famous Battle of Hastings. This 

event not only replaced the Anglo-Saxon monarchy with Norman rule but also 

completely reshaped the political, social, and cultural landscape of England. Under 

Norman control, a new feudal system was introduced, redistributing land among 

Norman nobles and establishing stronger royal authority. The conquest also brought a 

great linguistic transformation, as thousands of French words entered the English 

language, creating the foundation for Middle English. Moreover, Norman influence 

was visible in architecture, art, and the organization of the Church. The Norman 

Conquest marked the start of a new era that connected England more closely with 

continental Europe and helped form the identity of the modern British nation. 



                    T A D Q I Q O T L A R         jahon ilmiy – metodik jurnali    

 

 

       https://journalss.org                                                           73-son_2-to’plam_Noyabr-2025 73 

ISSN:3030-3613 

Main Body 

The Norman Conquest brought deep political and social changes to England. 

After William became king, he introduced the feudal system, which organized society 

into clear classes — the king at the top, followed by nobles, knights, and peasants. This 

system helped William maintain strong control over the land and people, as every noble 

owed loyalty and military service to the crown. The Domesday Book, a detailed record 

of land ownership, was created to strengthen taxation and governance, showing the 

administrative power of the new Norman rulers. 

Culturally, the conquest created a powerful blend of Anglo-Saxon and Norman 

traditions. The French-speaking Normans influenced the English language by adding 

thousands of French and Latin words, which later shaped Middle English. In 

architecture, magnificent stone castles and cathedrals such as the Tower of London 

were built, representing Norman strength and artistic style. The Church also came 

under stronger royal and papal influence, aligning English religion with European 

Christianity. 

Overall, the Norman Conquest did not simply change rulers; it transformed 

England’s entire system of government, society, and culture. It marked the beginning 

of a more centralized monarchy and laid the groundwork for the nation’s future 

development. 

Conclusion 

In conclusion, the Norman Conquest of 1066 was not only a military victory but 

also a major turning point that reshaped the future of England. Through the introduction 

of the feudal system, the reorganization of the Church, and the spread of Norman 

culture, England became a more unified and powerful kingdom. The influence of the 

French language enriched English vocabulary, while the construction of castles and 

cathedrals demonstrated new artistic and architectural styles. The Conquest also 

strengthened the monarchy and connected England more closely with the rest of 

Europe. Although the transition was difficult for the Anglo-Saxons, the long-term 

results of Norman rule laid the foundations for modern English society and 

government. The legacy of 1066 continues to be seen today in England’s language, 

culture, and national identity. 
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