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Annotatsiya 

Ushbu ilmiy maqola ingliz tili lug‘at tarkibining kelib chiqishi, taraqqiyoti va 

uning tarixiy bosqichlarini yoritadi. Maqolada German tillari bilan aloqadorlik, lotin 

va fransuz tillaridan kirib kelgan so‘zlar, o‘rta va yangi davr ingliz tilining lug‘aviy 

boyishi hamda zamonaviy ingliz tilida neologizmlarning shakllanish jarayonlari ilmiy 

asosda tahlil qilinadi. Shuningdek, globalizatsiya va texnologik taraqqiyotning hozirgi 

ingliz tili leksikasi rivojiga ta’siri ham ko‘rib chiqiladi. 

Annotation 

This research article explores the origin and historical development of English 

vocabulary. It examines the Germanic roots of English, the significant influence of 

Latin and French borrowings, the lexical expansion during the Middle and Modern 

English periods, and the emergence of new words (neologisms) in contemporary 

English. The article also analyzes the impact of globalization and technological 

progress on modern English vocabulary. 

Аннотация 

Данная научная статья посвящена происхождению и историческому 

развитию английского словарного состава. Рассматриваются германские корни 

английского языка, влияние латинских и французских заимствований, 

расширение лексики в период Среднеанглийского и Новоанглийского языка, а 

также появление новых слов (неологизмов) в современном английском. В статье 

также анализируется влияние глобализации и технологического прогресса на 

развитие современной английской лексики. 

Keywords: English vocabulary; historical linguistics; Old English; Middle 

English; Modern English; Germanic languages; Latin borrowings; French influence; 

Scandinavian influence; Renaissance borrowings; neologisms; word formation; 

globalization; lexical development; etymology; language contact; linguistic evolution; 

lexical borrowing. 

 

The Origin and Development of English Vocabulary 

1. Introduction 
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The English language, spoken by over 1.5 billion people worldwide, has a rich 

and diverse lexical history. Its vocabulary reflects centuries of cultural contact, 

invasions, technological evolution, and social change. English vocabulary is not static; 

it has gone through continuous transformation from its earliest stages to the present-

day global language. This article examines the primary sources, historical influences, 

and mechanisms that have shaped English vocabulary. 

2. Historical Stages of English Vocabulary Development 

In the history of the English language, three major periods are distinguished: 

1. Old English (450–1100) 

2. Middle English (1100–1500) 

3. Modern English (1500–present) 

Each stage contributed uniquely to vocabulary formation. 

2.1 Old English Vocabulary (450–1100) 

Old English (OE), also known as Anglo-Saxon, forms the foundational layer of 

English vocabulary. 

Germanic Origins 

Old English primarily belonged to the West Germanic branch of the Indo-

European language family. Around 70% of the most frequently used modern English 

words—such as sun, father, mother, house, strong, water—derive from Old English. 

Key features: Strong Germanic roots Predominantly native words Vocabulary 

connected to daily life, farming, nature, and basic human activities 

Latin Influence on Old English  

Latin influenced Old English mainly through: Christianization of Britain (7th 

century) Early trade and cultural exchange Borrowed Latin words include: monk, altar, 

school, candle, wine, street. These words entered English through close contact with 

the Roman church and education system. 

2.2 Middle English Vocabulary (1100–1500) 

The Norman Conquest of 1066 dramatically changed English vocabulary. For 

nearly 300 years, French became the language of the ruling class, law, and 

administration. 

French Influence 

Approximately 10,000 French words entered English during this period. Many 

remain commonly used today. 

Examples by semantic field: 

Government & Law: court, judge, jury, council 

Military: army, soldier, battle 

Food: beef, mutton, pork 

Culture & Art: beauty, music, language, color 

Latin (Continental) Borrowings 
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Latin remained a scholarly language in medieval Europe. English absorbed 

many academic and religious terms: scripture, scientia, radius, index 

Scandinavian Influence 

Due to Viking invasions, Old Norse contributed words such as: 

sky, egg, knife, window, take, give, they, them 

These borrowings enriched English syntax and grammar as well. 

2.3 Modern English Vocabulary (1500–present) 

The Modern English period is marked by rapid lexical expansion driven by 

scientific discoveries, exploration, colonization, and globalization. 

Renaissance Borrowings 

During the Renaissance (1500–1650), English borrowed extensively from: 

Latin: radius, data, formula 

Greek: theatre, logic, physics, democracy 

Colonial and Global Influences 

As Britain expanded globally, English adopted words from languages such as: 

Hindi: bungalow, pajamas, shampoo 

Arabic: algebra, coffee, sugar 

Spanish: tornado, canyon, potato 

Native American languages: tobacco, moose, canoe 

Scientific and Technological Innovations 

The Industrial Revolution and later digital revolution introduced new 

terminology: 

engine, telephone, computer, internet, software 

Word Formation Processes in English 

English vocabulary grows not only through borrowing but also through internal 

mechanisms. 

Derivation 

Adding prefixes and suffixes: un-happy, help-ful, dis-agree 

Compounding 

Combining two words: sunflower, notebook, blackboard 

Blending 

Merging parts of words: smog (smoke + fog), brunch (breakfast + lunch) 

Clipping 

Shortened forms: ad (advertisement), lab (laboratory) 

Acronymy 

Using initials: NASA, UNESCO 

Neologisms 

New words created for modern needs: selfie, cryptocurrency, influencer 

The Impact of Globalization on English Vocabulary 
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Globalization has transformed English into a lingua franca. Modern influences 

include: 

Media and pop culture 

International business communication 

Technological innovation 

Social media platforms 

New words spread rapidly, becoming part of global English. 

Conclusion 

English vocabulary has developed through centuries of cultural, political, 

scientific, and technological interaction. From Germanic roots to French and Latin 

borrowings, and from Renaissance scholarship to modern digital-age innovations, 

English remains a dynamic and evolving language. This continuous development 

strengthens English as a global medium of communication. 
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