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Annotation: This article discusses effective ways of using pair and group work 

in English language teaching. These interactive methods play a significant role in 

developing students’ communicative competence, increasing participation, and 

creating a student-centered classroom environment. The paper explores the advantages 

of collaborative learning, practical techniques for organizing pair and group activities, 

and the role of the teacher in managing them. Examples of classroom tasks are provided 

to illustrate how these methods can be applied in academic lyceums. 

Аннотация: В данной статье рассматриваются эффективные способы 

использования парной и групповой работы при обучении английскому языку. 

Эти интерактивные методы играют важную роль в развитии коммуникативной 

компетенции учащихся, повышении их активности и создании ориентированной 

на ученика образовательной среды. В статье анализируются преимущества 

совместного обучения, практические методы организации работы в парах и 

группах, а также роль преподавателя в управлении данным процессом. 

Приводятся примеры заданий, применимых в академических лицеях. 
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Main Part 

Pair and group work are essential components of modern English language 

teaching. These methods encourage active participation, improve communication 

skills, and help students learn from each other. In academic lyceums, where students 

are expected to develop both language proficiency and critical thinking, collaborative 

learning plays a crucial role. 

One of the main advantages of pair and group work is increased student 

participation. In traditional teacher-centered classrooms, only a few students have the 
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opportunity to speak. However, when students work in pairs or small groups, everyone 

is involved in the learning process. This creates more opportunities for practice and 

helps learners become more confident in using English. 

Another benefit is the development of communication skills. Students learn how 

to express their ideas, listen to others, and respond appropriately. They also develop 

teamwork and problem-solving skills, which are important for academic and 

professional success. 

To use pair and group work effectively, teachers need to organize activities 

carefully. Clear instructions should be given before starting the task, and students 

should understand their roles. The teacher should monitor the activity, provide support 

when needed, and ensure that all students are participating. 

Example 1: Pair Work – Dialogue Practice 

Students are given a situation, such as “ordering food in a restaurant.” One 

student plays the role of a customer, and the other is a waiter. They practice the 

dialogue using target vocabulary and expressions. This activity helps students develop 

speaking skills and gain confidence in real-life situations. 

Example 2: Group Work – Problem-Solving Task 

Students work in small groups to solve a problem, for example: “How can we 

reduce plastic waste in our school?” Each group discusses possible solutions and 

presents their ideas to the class. This activity promotes critical thinking, collaboration, 

and speaking practice. 

Example 3: Information Gap Activity 

Students are divided into pairs. Each student has different information, and they 

must ask and answer questions to complete the task. For instance, one student has a 

schedule with missing details, while the other has the complete version. This 

encourages meaningful communication and active listening. 

Despite its advantages, pair and group work can present some challenges. Some 

students may use their native language instead of English, while others may rely too 

much on stronger classmates. To address these issues, teachers should set clear rules, 

assign roles, and monitor activities closely. 

Another important factor is classroom management. Teachers should consider 

group size, time limits, and classroom arrangement. Small groups of 3–4 students are 

usually more effective, as they allow everyone to participate. 

Conclusion 

In conclusion, pair and group work are highly effective methods in English 

language teaching. They promote active learning, improve communication skills, and 

create a more engaging classroom environment. When properly organized and 

managed, these activities can significantly enhance students’ language development. 
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In academic lyceums, the use of collaborative learning prepares students for real-life 

communication and future academic challenges. 
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