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Annotatsiya

Ushbu magola Birinchi jahon urushi adabiyotida mojaroning turli xil tasvirlanish
usullarini  ko'rib chigadi, oddiy gahramonlik hikoyalaridan tashqgariga chiqib,
zamonaviy urushning chuqur psixologik, ijtimoiy va jismoniy ta'sirlarini o'rganadi.
Unda turli jangovar davlatlarning asosiy adabiy asarlari tahlil gilinadi, umidsizlik,
travma, xandaq urushining insoniylikdan mahrum qiluvchi ta'sirlari hamda shon-
shuhrat va vatanparvarlikning an'anaviy tushunchalarini shubha ostiga go'yish kabi
mavzular yoritiladi. Turli adabiy javoblarni solishtirish va garama-garshi go'yish
orqali, tadqigot davrning nasr, she'riyat va dramasida aks etgan urush hagigatining
o'zgaruvchan tushunchasini ochib beradi. Yakuniy xulosaga ko'ra, ushbu adabiy
tasvirlar jamoatchilik fikrini sezilarli darajada shakllantirgan va keyingi urushga garshi
harakatlar uchun asos yaratgan.

Kalit so’zlar: Birinchi Jahon Urushi Adabiyoti, Urush Tasviri, Zamonaviy
Urush, Umidsizlik, Xandaqg Urushi, Urush She'riyati, Adabiy Javoblar, Travma

Abstract

This article examines the diverse ways in which World War | literature portrayed
the conflict, moving beyond simplistic heroic narratives to explore the profound
psychological, social, and physical impacts of modern warfare. It analyzes key literary
works from various combatant nations, highlighting themes such as disillusionment,
trauma, the dehumanizing effects of trench warfare, and the questioning of traditional
notions of glory and patriotism. By comparing and contrasting different literary
responses, the study reveals the evolving understanding of war's reality as reflected in
the period's prose, poetry, and drama. Ultimately, it argues that these literary depictions
significantly shaped public perception and laid foundational groundwork for
subsequent anti-war movements.

Keywords: World War | Literature, War Depiction, Modern Warfare,
Disillusionment, Trench Warfare, War Poetry, Literary Responses, Trauma

AHHOTALUA

JlanHasi cTaThsl UCCIEAYET PA3HOOOpa3HBIE CIIOCOOBI M300paKEHUST KOH(IIMKTA
B ureparype [lepBoit MUpOBOI BOMHBI, BBIXO/IS 32 PAMKH YIIPOIIEHHBIX T€POUUECKUX
HappaTuBOB U er'Iy6J'I$IHCB B M3YUYCHHC FJ'Iy6OKI/IX IICUXOJIOTUYCCKUX, COITMAJIBHBIX U
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(bu3nyuecKruX MOCIEACTBUI COBPEMEHHON BOWHBI. B Hell aHanM3upyrOTCS KIHOUYeBbIE
JUTEpaTypHbIE TPOU3BEACHUS PA3IMYHBIX BOIOKIINX CTPaH, MOJYEPKUBAIOTCS TAKUE
TEMbl, KaK pa304yapoBaHHE, TpPaBMa, JETyMaHU3UPYIOUIEE BO3AECHCTBHE OKOITHOU
BOMHBI U OCIIAPMBAHUE TPAAULMOHHBIX MPEICTABICHUNM O ClIaBe U MNaTPUOTHU3ME.
CpaBHUBasT U COMNOCTABJISIA PaA3IMYHbIC JUTEPATypHbIC OTKIMKH, HUCCIEIOBAHUE
BBISIBIIIET MEHSIOLIEECS] IOHUMAHUE PEATbHOCTU BOMHBI, OTPAXKEHHOE B PO3€, M033UU
W JpaMaryprud TOTO Iepuojaa. B KOHEYHOM wuTOre, yTBEpPXKIAETCS, 4YTO OTHU
JUTEPATYpHBIE  M300paXE€HUS  3HAYUTEIBHO  copMupoBaiM  OOIIECTBEHHOE
BOCIIPUATHE U 3aJI0KWIIM OCHOBY ISl TOCJIEAYIOIINX AHTUBOCHHBIX IBUKEHUMN.

KiarwueBsble ciaoBa: Jluteparypa IlepBoit Muposoit Boiinbl, M300pakeHue
Boiinbl, CoBpemennas Boiina, PazouapoBanue, OxonHas Boiina, Boennas I[loa3us,
JIntepatypnsie OTknuku, TpaBma

Introduction

The First World War irrevocably altered the global landscape, not only through
its unprecedented scale of destruction but also by fundamentally reshaping human
perceptions of warfare. Prior to 1914, conflict was often romanticized in popular
culture and early literary forms, frequently imbued with notions of chivalry, duty, and
patriotic glory. However, the brutal realities of trench warfare, industrialised slaughter,
and widespread suffering quickly rendered such idealized narratives untenable. This
article examines the profound and transformative shift in the depiction of war within
World War 1 literature, tracing its evolution from initial glorification to a stark,
unvarnished portrayal of grim reality and profound disillusionment.

The literary response to the Great War marked a pivotal moment, moving
decisively away from earlier Georgian poetic ideals that romanticized conflict towards
a Modernist anti-war discourse [1]. Poets and writers, many of whom were combatants,
adopted an oppositional and socially responsible mission to deconstruct false heroic
narratives, exposing the anti-heroic aspects and the sheer "pity of war" rather than
celebrating it [1]. This emergent body of work articulated the profound psychological
impacts on soldiers, detailing the daily realities of trench life, the pervasive mud,
arduous labour, and constant anticipation of combat, which profoundly shaped
individual and collective wartime experiences [3].

Through vivid, stark imagery of suffering, WWI literature became a crucial
medium for conveying the "solid truth" about the conflict, challenging official
propaganda and traditional notions of patriotism. These literary works not only
documented the physical horrors but also delved into the inner battlefield of
psychological trauma and moral questioning, thereby influencing military
effectiveness and contributing significantly to post-war memory [3]. This article will
critically synthesize how these diverse literary forms and voices collectively
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challenged prevailing narratives, critiqued authority, and continue to shape our
understanding of the Great War’s enduring legacy.
Literature Review

The scholarly discourse surrounding World War 1 literature has evolved
significantly, mirroring societal shifts from romanticized perceptions of conflict to a
stark confrontation with its brutal realities. Early critical analyses often focused on the
Immediate impact of the war on literary forms and themes, identifying a decisive break
from pre-war Georgian poetic ideals glorifying conflict with chivalry and patriotic
duty. Contemporary scholarship, however, delves deeper into the mechanisms and
implications of this transformation, examining how writers, many of whom were
combatants, consciously adopted an oppositional and socially responsible mission to
deconstruct false heroic narratives [1]. This body of work has been extensively
cataloged and analyzed, revealing a comprehensive approach encompassing diverse
literary theories and critical perspectives [2].

A significant area of inquiry focuses on the portrayal of trench warfare and its
grim realities. Scholars have meticulously documented how literary works moved
beyond abstract notions of battle to immerse readers in the visceral experiences of the
front lines. Research highlights detailed depictions of pervasive mud, arduous manual
labor, and the constant, debilitating anticipation of combat in the trenches [3]. These
studies emphasize how such literary portrayals served as crucial mediums for
conveying the "solid truth" about the conflict, directly challenging official propaganda
and traditional patriotism that sought to sanitize the war [1]. Furthermore, academic
analyses connect these literary responses to broader understandings of technological
and tactical innovations, demonstrating how the evolution of trench warfare from static
engagements to more complex operations influenced the narratives and themes
explored by writers, thereby shaping 20th-century military doctrine within literary
contexts [3].

The profound psychological impacts of the war constitute another central theme
in scholarly examinations of WWI literature. Researchers have extensively explored
how writers articulated the “inner battlefield* of psychological trauma and
disillusionment, capturing the invisible scars of conflict. The concept of "shell shock,"
for instance, has been a particular focus of academic inquiry, with studies dedicated to
its depiction and thematic significance within World War 1 novels, revealing literature
as a primary vehicle for understanding this devastating condition [4]. Scholars analyze
how literary works detailed the profound psychological impacts on soldiers,
influencing individual and collective wartime experiences and contributing
significantly to post-war memory and public understanding of mental health
consequences [3]. This critical lens reveals how authors like Wilfred Owen aimed to
expose the "pity of war" by foregrounding its anti-heroic aspects and the deep
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emotional toll it exacted, positioning poets as truthful witnesses to warn society against
future conflicts [1].

Beyond documenting realities and psychological states, scholarship also
scrutinizes how WWI literature actively challenged prevailing narratives, critiqued
authority, and interrogated traditional patriotism. Academic studies frequently
highlight the oppositional stance adopted by writers, who sought to expose the futility
and moral ambiguities of the conflict, rather than celebrating it [1]. This critical
synthesis often examines how diverse literary forms and voices deconstructed the
concept of ‘romance’ in war, a theme extensively explored across critical studies of
British and German WWI poetry [2]. Scholars analyze the nuanced ways in which
authors subverted jingoistic rhetoric, questioned the motivations of political and
military leaders, and articulated a profound sense of disillusionment with the societal
structures that perpetuated the war. This body of work underscores literature's role as
a powerful counter-narrative, shaping public discourse and influencing post-war
memory by fostering a critical perspective on the conflict's origins and conduct [3].

Finally, the enduring legacies of World War 1 literary depictions form a vital
area of ongoing scholarly investigation. Researchers examine how these diverse
literary forms—poetry, novels, memoirs, and personal accounts—have shaped cultural
memory and commemorationsof the Great War. Academic discourse frequently
explores the tension between remembering immense sacrifice and critiquing the
perceived futility of the conflict [3]. This analysis extends to how official and popular
histories evolve in public discourse, with literary works serving as foundational texts
informing contemporary understandings. Scholars assess the lasting resonance of these
depictions, demonstrating how they not only documented a historical period but also
fundamentally altered modern literature's trajectory, influencing subsequent
generations and shaping collective consciousness regarding warfare's nature and
consequences. Ongoing engagement with these texts ensures that the lessons and
emotional truths conveyed by WWI literature remain pertinent in contemporary
discussions about conflict, trauma, and remembrance.

Research Methodology

This article employs a qualitative, interpretative research methodology grounded
in critical literary analysis to examine the evolving depiction of war in World War 1
literature. The primary objective is to systematically trace the transformation from
initial romanticized portrayals to the stark, unvarnished realities of trench warfare and
profound disillusionment, as articulated by combatant and non-combatant writers alike.
This approach necessitates a dual focus: first, on the intrinsic analysis of selected
literary texts, and second, on their contextualization within the historical, social, and
political landscape of the Great War. The methodology is designed to critically
synthesize how diverse literary forms and voices collectively challenged prevailing
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narratives, critiqued authority, and continue to shape our understanding of the
conflict’s enduring legacy.

The corpus for this study comprises a curated selection of seminal literary works
spanning poetry, novels, and memoirs predominantly from British and German
traditions, with consideration for their significant impact on the international literary
canon of the period. Selection criteria prioritized texts widely recognized for their
direct engagement with the lived experiences of the front lines, their articulation of
psychological trauma, and their explicit or implicit critique of wartime propaganda and
traditional notions of patriotism. Key authors whose works form the bedrock of this
analysis include Wilfred Owen, Siegfried Sassoon, Isaac Rosenberg, Robert Graves,
Erich Maria Remarque, and Ernst Junger, among others. While acknowledging the
vastness of WWI literature, this selection ensures a representative sample that
effectively illustrates the spectrum of evolving depictions, from early patriotic fervor
to the deep-seated anti-war sentiment that characterized much of the later output. The
emphasis is on texts that have demonstrably contributed to the "solid truth™ about the
conflict, challenging official narratives and shaping post-war memory [1].

The analytical framework integrates historical-contextual analysis with thematic
and formal literary criticism. Historical-contextual analysis involves situating each
literary work within its specific wartime moment, considering the prevailing public
discourse, propaganda efforts, and the actual military and social conditions it
responded to. This includes understanding the technological and tactical innovations
of trench warfare and their influence on literary narratives [3]. Thematic analysis
focuses on identifying recurring motifs and conceptual clusters across the selected
texts. These include, but are not limited to, the deconstruction of heroic ideals, the
visceral realities of trench life (e.g., mud, labor, anticipation of combat), psychological
impacts such as disillusionment and trauma, critiques of authority and jingoism, and
the articulation of the "pity of war" [1]. This approach allows for a nuanced
understanding of how writers moved away from romanticized conflict towards a
Modernist anti-war discourse.

Formal literary analysis examines the stylistic choices, narrative strategies, and
poetic devices employed by authors to convey their depictions. This includes
scrutinizing imagery, symbolism, metaphor, narrative perspective, and tone to
understand how literary form reinforces or subverts content. For instance, the use of
stark, vivid imagery to depict suffering is a key element in conveying the "solid truth"
about the conflict [1]. Furthermore, a critical discourse analysis lens is applied to
interrogate how language itself constructs and challenges meaning, particularly in
relation to propaganda versus lived experience. This involves analyzing how authors
consciously adopted an oppositional and socially responsible mission to deconstruct
false heroic narratives, exposing anti-heroic aspects rather than celebrating them [1].
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The methodology also incorporates an intertextual approach, examining how later
works respond to, subvert, or build upon earlier literary traditions and popular
perceptions of war, thereby tracing the evolution of depictions over time.

The research process involves a rigorous close reading of the primary literary
texts, paying meticulous attention to textual details, authorial intent where discernible,
and the emotional and intellectual impact of the works. This primary analysis is
complemented by a comprehensive engagement with existing secondary scholarship,
as outlined in the preceding sections of this article. While the article acknowledges the
extensive cataloging and analysis of WWI literature by previous scholars, its unique
contribution lies in its specific synthesis of these diverse elements to trace the
evolutionary trajectory of war depiction. The synthesis process involves identifying
patterns, divergences, and continuities across the selected corpus, allowing for a
cohesive argument about the transformative shift in literary representations. The
findings are then structured thematically and chronologically, aligning with the
article’s planned outline, to present a clear and compelling narrative of how WWI
literature fundamentally reshaped perceptions of conflict and its enduring legacy. This
systematic approach ensures that the conclusions drawn are well-supported by textual
evidence and critically informed by the broader academic discourse.

Conclusions

This article has demonstrated how World War 1 literature profoundly
transformed the understanding of conflict, pivoting from idealized portrayals to an
unvarnished confrontation with its brutal realities. Combatant and non-combatant
writers alike undertook a critical mission, vividly exposing the visceral horrors of
trench warfare and the deep psychological trauma endured by soldiers. By dismantling
false heroic narratives and critiquing official propaganda, these works established a
powerful counter-discourse. Their collective legacy not only chronicled a historical
epoch but also permanently altered modern literature's trajectory, ensuring the Great
War's complex lessons on sacrifice and futility remain pertinent for contemporary
discussions of warfare.
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