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Abstract

Communicative Language Teaching (CLT) is an approach to language teaching
that emphasizes interaction as both the means and the ultimate goal of learning a
language. This article provides an extensive analysis of the CLT methodology,
focusing on its implementation in contemporary educational settings. The study
explores how CLT shifts the focus from traditional grammatical competence to
communicative competence, enabling learners to use the language effectively in real-
life interpersonal exchanges. This comprehensive review discusses the core principles
of the approach, such as student-centered learning, the use of authentic materials, and
the critical balance between fluency and accuracy. Furthermore, the article delves into
the specific classroom activities that facilitate active communication, including role-
plays, information gaps, and collaborative problem-solving tasks. Despite its widely
recognized benefits in improving speaking and listening skills, the implementation of
CLT is not without challenges. The paper addresses significant hurdles such as
managing large class sizes, the transition for teachers trained in traditional methods,
and the complexities of assessing communicative proficiency. Through a detailed
examination of current pedagogical theories by scholars like Richards, Rodgers, and
Brown, this article argues that CLT remains a vital and dynamic framework for
language acquisition in a globalized world. The findings suggest that while a hybrid
approach might be necessary for certain contexts, the fundamental communicative
goals of CLT are essential for developing true linguistic autonomy. This article aims
to provide educators with a clear blueprint for integrating CLT strategies into their
daily teaching practice to enhance student engagement and outcomes.
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Introduction
Language teaching has undergone a paradigm shift over the past several decades.
For much of the 20th century, the Grammar-Translation Method and the Audiolingual
Method dominated the field, focusing on rote memorization and structural accuracy.
However, as global communication became more integrated, the need for a more
functional and practical approach to language became apparent. Communicative

@9 https://journalss.org [ 105 ] 68-son_6-to’plam_May -2026

-y
<Xz


https://journalss.org/

e L o ISSN:3030-3621
Ta'lim innovatsiyasi va integratsiyasi

Language Teaching (CLT) emerged in the 1970s as a response to these needs. It
prioritizes the ability to communicate meaning over the mere knowledge of
grammatical rules. In today’s interconnected world, being 'fluent' involves much more
than knowing vocabulary; it involves the strategic ability to navigate social contexts,
understand cultural nuances, and maintain a flow of information even with limited
linguistic resources.

Main Principles of CLT

1. Communication is the primary goal: The focus is on the functional use
of language in real-world scenarios.

2. Meaningful interaction: Language is best learned when it is used to
convey actual messages and intent.

3. Fluency and Accuracy: While accuracy is important, fluency is given
equal priority to encourage students to speak without fear of making mistakes.

4.  Authentic Materials: Using real newspapers, menus, videos, and
podcasts helps bridge the gap between the classroom and the outside world.

5. Learner-Centered Approach: The teacher acts as a facilitator and
advisor rather than a lecturer, giving students more agency over their learning.

Practical Classroom Activities

Implementing CLT requires moving away from static drills to dynamic tasks.
Role-plays allow students to practice situational language, such as ordering food or
interviewing for a job. Information-gap activities force students to use language to
obtain missing information from their peers, simulating a natural need for
communication. Group discussions and debates foster critical thinking and the ability
to defend opinions in the target language.

Analysis of Advantages and Challenges

The primary advantage of CLT is the high level of student engagement. Learners
often feel more motivated when they see the immediate utility of what they are
learning. It builds confidence and prepares them for the unpredictability of native-
speaker interaction. However, challenges persist. In many parts of the world, large class
sizes make individual monitoring difficult. Additionally, students who are accustomed
to strict teacher-led environments may feel lost in a more fluid CLT classroom.
Assessment also remains a hurdle, as grading ‘communicative ability' is more
subjective than grading a multiple-choice grammar test.

Conclusion

In conclusion, Communicative Language Teaching represents a vital evolution
in language pedagogy. By focusing on the student and the communicative function of
language, it equips learners with the tools they need for real-world success. While it
requires a high degree of teacher skill and flexibility, the results—confident, fluent,
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and communicatively competent speakers—far outweigh the difficulties of its
implementation.
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