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Annotation: This article examines the concept of parts of speech in English grammar, 

with particular attention to the distinction between main (content) and functional (minor) 

parts of speech. The study explains the definition, importance, and historical development 

of parts of speech, highlighting their grammatical, syntactic, and semantic characteristics. 

The article also analyzes the functions of nouns, pronouns, verbs, adjectives, adverbs, and 

functional word classes such as prepositions, conjunctions, articles, particles, and 

interjections. The findings demonstrate that understanding parts of speech is essential for 

effective communication, accurate language use, and advanced grammatical analysis. 
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Introduction  

What is a part of speech? 

A part of speech is a category for words based on their grammatical function and role 

in a sentence, like nouns, verbs, adjectives, and adverbs. In grammar, a part of speech or 

part-of-speech (abbreviated as POS or PoS, also known as word class or grammatical 

category) is a category of words that have similar grammatical properties. Words that are 

assigned to the same part of speech generally display similar syntactic behavior (they play 

similar roles within the grammatical structure of sentences), sometimes similar 

morphological behavior in that they undergo inflection for similar properties and even 

similar semantic behavior.  

The importance of parts of speech  
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Parts of speech (nouns, verbs, adjectives, etc.) are crucial for language structure 

because they provide specific roles for words, enabling clear, precise communication by 

forming logical sentences, enhancing vocabulary, adding detail, and improving overall 

fluency and grammar mastery, acting as the fundamental building blocks for complex 

ideas. Without them, sentences would be jumbled, meaning unclear, and effective 

expression impossible.  

Key Importance of Parts of Speech: 

1) Sentence Construction: They define how words function together (e.g., verbs show 

action, nouns name things), allowing for grammatically correct and coherent sentences. 

2) Clarity and Precision: Using the right part of speech (like an adjective for 

description or adverb for modification) adds necessary detail and nuance, preventing 

misunderstanding. 

3) Vocabulary Expansion: Recognizing parts of speech helps learners identify new 

words and understand related forms (e.g., "own" (verb) leads to "owner" (noun)). 

4) Communication Efficiency: They make communication structured and efficient, 

ensuring ideas, emotions, and thoughts are conveyed accurately. 

5) Grammar Foundation: They are the foundation for understanding advanced 

grammar, like subject-verb agreement and complex sentence parsing,. 

6) Sentence Variety: Understanding these roles allows for varied sentence structures, 

making writing and speaking more engaging.  

In essence, parts of speech are the essential labels that organize words, giving them 

purpose and structure, turning individual words into meaningful communication 

Relevance of studying parts of speech for language learners  

In my opinion, studying parts of speech is crucial for foreign learners as it provides 

the foundation for understanding sentence structure, improving writing and speaking 

clarity, expanding vocabulary, and avoiding miscommunication by revealing the function 



   Ustozlar uchun                           pedagoglar.org 

85-son  7–to’plam  Dekabr-2025                  Sahifa:  99 

of each word, leading to stronger grammar skills and deeper comprehension of texts. It 

helps learners build correct sentences, identify errors, and grasp meaning more effectively 

in both written and spoken language.  

The historical background of the parts of speech  

Greek Roots: The first systematic grammar was Dionysius Thrax's Téchn' 

grammatiké (c. 100 BC), which outlined parts of speech (nouns, pronouns, verbs, etc.) 

based on the changing spoken Greek, making education easier. 

Roman Adaptation: Romans like Varro, Donatus, and Priscian adopted and refined 

the Greek system, creating Latin terminology (like nomen for noun) that became standard. 

They focused heavily on morphology (word forms) and syntax. 

Development in English Grammar 

a) Medieval Influence: Latin grammars from Donatus and Priscian were foundational 

for medieval education and were adapted for English, solidifying the eight-part system 

(noun, pronoun, verb, adverb, adjective, preposition, conjunction, interjection). 

b) Early English Grammars: As English developed, these categories were applied, but 

the system became prescriptive—dictating "correct" usage rather than describing how 

people actually spoke.  

Traditional and Modern Approaches 

Traditional Grammar (Prescriptive): 

Focus: Latin-based rules, fixed definitions, "proper" usage, punctuation, and style. 

Parts of Speech: Rigid categories (nouns name things, verbs show action). 

Goal: To teach correct, formal language, often seen in school settings. 

Modern Linguistics (Descriptive): 

Focus: How language is actually used (descriptive), not how it should be used. 
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Parts of Speech: More flexible; words are classified by their function in a sentence 

(e.g., a word acting as a noun is a noun, regardless of its "type"). 

Key Shift: Moved from word classes (morphology) to sentence structure and function 

(syntax), challenging the rigid classical framework.  

Main parts of speech  

I. Nouns (Names things, people, places, ideas) 

Types: 

Common: girl, city. 

Proper: Tina, London (Capitalized). 

Concrete: table, dog. 

Abstract: love, happiness. 

Countable: apple, apples. 

Uncountable: water, information. 

Functions: Subject, Object (Direct/Indirect), Complement, Object of a Preposition.  

II. Pronouns (Replace nouns) 

Types: Personal (I, you, they), Demonstrative (this, that), Interrogative (who, what), 

Relative (who, which), Indefinite (someone, anyone), Reflexive (myself). 

Role: Act as subjects, objects, possessives, etc., taking the place of nouns.  

III. Verbs (Show action or state of being) 

Lexical (Main): Carry the primary meaning (run, think, eat). 

Auxiliary (Helping): Help main verbs (be, have, do, will, can) to show tense, mood, 

voice. 

Tense: Present, Past, Future (e.g., walks, walked, will walk). 
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Aspect: Simple, Continuous, Perfect, Perfect Continuous (e.g., is walking, has 

walked). 

Voice: Active (She wrote) vs. Passive (It was written). 

Mood: Indicative (fact), Imperative (command), Subjunctive (wish/hypothetical).  

IV. Adjectives (Describe nouns/pronouns) 

Degrees of Comparison: Positive (big), Comparative (bigger), Superlative (biggest). 

Position: Before noun (the red car) or after linking verb (the car is red).  

V. Adverbs (Modify verbs, adjectives, other adverbs) 

Types: Manner (quickly), Time (yesterday), Place (here), Frequency (often). 

Functions: Answer how, when, where, why, to what extent. 

Comparison: Like adjectives, can have comparative (faster) and superlative (fastest) 

forms.  

Functional parts of speech  

Functional (or minor) parts of speech like Prepositions, Conjunctions, Articles 

(Determiners), and Interjections are small, closed-class words that structure sentences, 

showing relationships (prepositions), linking ideas (conjunctions), specifying nouns 

(articles/determiners), and adding emotion (interjections), distinct from major classes like 

nouns and verbs, with "Particles" often referring to auxiliary verbs or functional elements 

in other languages or linguistics.  

Prepositions: Show relationships (location, time, direction) between a noun or 

pronoun and other words (e.g., in, on, under, to, for). 

Conjunctions: Connect words, phrases, or clauses (e.g., and, but, or, so). 

Articles (Determiners): Specify nouns (e.g., a, an, the) and are often grouped with 

determiners in modern grammar. 
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Particles: A broad term; in English, it often refers to function words like auxiliaries 

(do, have, be) or elements in phrasal verbs (up in look up). 

Interjections: Express strong emotion or sudden feeling (e.g., Ouch!, Wow!, Hey!).  

These words are essential for grammar but add less new meaning than content words 

(nouns, verbs, etc.), hence being considered "minor" or functional.  

Grammatical and functional characteristics analyze words through their structure 

(morphology), sentence roles (syntax), and meaning-based functions (semantics). 

Morphology looks at word forms (plurals, tenses), Syntactic functions define roles like 

subject/object, and Semantic roles describe meaning (agent, patient). These elements show 

how words change, fit into sentences, and convey meaning, bridging word-level form with 

sentence-level function.  

Syntactic Functions in Sentences 

These are a word's job within a sentence structure: 

Subject: Performs the action (The dog chased the ball). 

Predicate (Verb): The action or state of being (The dog chased the ball). 

Object (Direct or Indirect): Receives the action (The dog chased the ball). 

Modifier (Adjective and Adverb): Describes other words (The fast dog ran quickly). 

Complement: Completes the meaning of the verb (She is a doctor). 

Head: The core word in a phrase (e.g., the noun in a noun phrase).  

Conclusion 

In conclusion, parts of speech play a fundamental role in the structure and functioning 

of the English language. They provide an organized system that explains how words are 

formed, how they function in sentences, and how meaning is conveyed through 

grammatical relationships. The division into main and functional parts of speech helps 

clarify the difference between content-carrying words and those that serve structural and 
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grammatical purposes. The historical overview demonstrates that the classification of parts 

of speech has evolved from rigid, prescriptive rules to more flexible, descriptive 

approaches in modern linguistics. For language learners, a solid understanding of parts of 

speech is essential for building grammatically correct sentences, expanding vocabulary, 

improving fluency, and avoiding errors in both written and spoken communication. 

Therefore, the study of parts of speech remains a core component of grammar instruction 

and linguistic analysis, contributing significantly to effective language mastery. 
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