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ALEKSANDR FAYNBERG’S POEM “KUZ RUBOBI”: A PHILOSOPHICAL,
AESTHETIC, AND CULTURAL MEANING
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ANNOTATION: This study provides a comprehensive line-by-line scholarly
analysis of the poem “Kuz Rubobi”, a distinguished example of contemporary Uzbek
poetry. Each line is examined for its thematic content, imagery, metaphors, symbolism,
rhythm, musicality, and aesthetic and philosophical significance. By integrating natural
imagery, love motifs, and musical elements, the poem constructs a reflective exploration
of human existence, impermanence, and cosmic harmony. This analysis emphasizes the
continuous interconnection of nature, emotion, art, and cultural motifs, demonstrating the
poem’s enduring literary value.
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AHHOTAIUSA: B 1aHHOM HCCIENOBAaHUM NPEACTABISIETCS BCECTOPOHHUU
MOCTPOYHBIM HaydHbIH aHanu3 ctuxoTBopeHus «Kuz Rubobiy, Beigarorierocs mpumepa
COBpPEMEHHOM y30ekckoil mos3uu. Kaxkgas cTpoka paccMaTpuBaeTcs C TOYKUA 3pPEHUs
TEMAaTUYECKOTO0  COJEpXaHus, OOpa3HOCTH, MeTadop, CHUMBOJUKH, PHUTMA,
MY3BIKQTbHOCTH, ACTETUYECKOro U (uiiocodckoro 3HadueHusi. UHTErpupys mpupoiHbie
o6pa351, MOTHBBI JIFOOBU U MY3BIKAJIbHBIC 3JICMCHTBLI, CTHUXOTBOPCHUC CO3)Z[aéT
pe(l)JICKCI/IBHOG HCCIICJOBAHUC YCJIIOBCUHCCKOI'O0 CYHICCTBOBAHUA, HCIOCTOJAHCTBA U
rapMOHMM KOcMoOca. B aHanuse moau€pKuBaeTcs HENPEPBbIBHAS B3aUMOCBA3b IPUPOJBI,
OMOLIMN, UCKYCCTBA U KYJIbTYPHBIX MOTUBOB, IEMOHCTPUPYS YCTOWUYMBYIO JINTEPATYPHYIO

OCHHOCTD IIPOU3BCACHHA.
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KarwueBble cioBa: oceHb, py000, y30ekckas mo33us, meradopa, CUMBOJIMKA,
IMPUPOIHLBIC 06pa31>1, MY3bIKaJIbHAA I1033Us1, MOTHUB JIIO6BI/I, pUTM, SK3UCTCHIHAJIbHAA
peduexcus.

INTRODUCTION

“Kuz Rubobi” exemplifies the harmonious union of nature, music, and human
emotion. The poem evokes the moods of autumn while reflecting on transience, love, and
the enduring value of art. Each line is laden with metaphor and symbolism, forming an
interconnected narrative that resonates with both aesthetic beauty and philosophical depth.
Through personification, triadic imagery, and rhythmic musicality, the poet engages
readers in a continuous reflection on life, fate, and the cosmos. This study analyzes each
line as a cohesive part of an integrated poetic experience.

Line-by-Line Analysis (Expanded and Integrated)

Lines 1-2

"Xor bo‘laman kuz yongan payti,

Kuz hamrohim, ko‘chmanchi, daydi."

(“I become exhausted when autumn burns,

Autumn is my companion, a wandering, restless one.”)

The poem begins with an immediate emotional immersion into the autumnal
landscape. The expression “Xor bo‘laman” conveys both vulnerability and surrender to the
season, establishing a personal connection between the poet and nature. Autumn is
personified as a companion and wanderer, emphasizing its transient and unpredictable
character. The term daydi introduces subtle auditory imagery, evoking the soft rustling of
leaves or distant autumnal sounds, which simultaneously enriches the poem’s musicality
and situates the reader in a sensed environment. Philosophically, the poet introduces the
theme of impermanence, highlighting human responsiveness to the cycles of nature
(Karimov, 2015).

This opening sets the tone for the poem, where human emotion, natural imagery, and

temporal awareness are intertwined. The lines establish that autumn is both a mirror of the
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poet’s inner state and a teacher of philosophical reflection, guiding the reader to
contemplate the ephemeral qualities of life.

Lines 34

"Qo‘shig‘imga jo‘r oltin rubob,

Tok gabrida xum to‘la sharob."

(“’A pair of golden rubobs accompany my song,

In the vine’s grave, wine brims in the jar.”)

These lines introduce musical and symbolic dimensions. The rubob, a traditional
Uzbek string instrument, functions as a conduit for emotional expression and artistic
inspiration. It represents the inner rhythm of the human soul, resonating with the poet’s
own feelings. Meanwhile, the imagery of wine in a grapevine’s grave suggests the temporal
pleasure and fleeting beauty of life, combining aesthetic and existential reflection. The
juxtaposition of music and wine creates a sensory and emotional harmony, linking joy and
impermanence. The poetic technique here intertwines auditory, visual, and emotional
layers, reinforcing the poem’s richness (Sobirov, 2012).

Philosophically, this imagery conveys that life’s beauty is inseparable from its
transience. The rubob and wine together become symbols of art and vitality, yet their
Impermanence reminds the reader of mortality and the importance of savoring each
moment.

Lines 5-6

"Umrim yonar bir sarob ila,

Ayol, yulduz va rubob ila."

(“My life burns like a mirage,

With a woman, stars, and the rubob.”)

The poet expands the reflection on transience with the line “Umrim yonar bir sarob
ila” (“my life burns like a mirage™), emphasizing ephemeral intensity. Life is presented as
both beautiful and elusive, a momentary blaze of passion and consciousness. The triadic
Imagery—woman, star, and rubob—establishes a philosophical framework in which

human love, cosmic order, and artistic expression coexist.
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Each element complements the others: love humanizes the experience, cosmic
Imagery situates it within a larger framework, and music articulates the ineffable aspects
of existence (Ergashev, 2018).

The line thus combines lyrical beauty, philosophical reflection, and emotional
resonance, showing that the poem is not merely descriptive but deeply reflective, inviting
readers to meditate on the ephemeral yet meaningful nature of life.

Lines 7-8

"Dilda bulbul “chah-chah”lagan tun,

Bu gismatim. To‘rt kunmi? Besh kun?"

(““A night when the nightingale “chirps” in my heart,

This is my fate. Four days? Five days?”)

The nightingale’s song introduces auditory symbolism, representing enduring artistic
inspiration within the ephemeral human experience. The repetition of chah-chah mimics
musical rhythm, bridging natural sounds with human emotion. The poet’s questioning of
time underscores the uncertainty of life and fate, reflecting a philosophical engagement
with temporality. The contrast between the eternal voice of art (nightingale) and the brevity
of human experience (uncertain days) creates a tension that resonates throughout the poem
(Islomov, 2020).

These lines also connect naturally with the preceding triad, showing that love, music,
and cosmic reflection persist even amidst the unpredictability of life.

Lines 9-10

“Yulduz uchar, barg uchar azon,

Bog’da farrosh supurar xazon.”

"Stars fly, leaves fall in heaps,

In the garden, the sweeper sweeps the autumn leaves."

These lines express autumnal dynamics not only visually but also in a philosophical
and existential context. The flying stars and falling leaves symbolize transience and the
continuous flow of time. The sweeper’s action signifies humanity moving in harmony with

the cycles of nature and life. From this perspective, the poet highlights the changing nature
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of the environment, opening a path to philosophical reflection: human life, like autumn
leaves, is fleeting (Rakhmonova, 2016).

Aesthetically, these lines stand out with their visual and rhythmic richness. The line
“Stars fly, leaves fall” creates an internal tone and rhythm, aligning the reader with the
movement of autumn and its emotional resonance. At the same time, these lines reinforce
the idea of harmony between life and the cosmos, and the human discovery of their place
within it.

Lines 11-12

“Kuz navqiron qizdek mastona,

Tilla sochi to’zg’oq, devona.”

"Autumn, like a young girl, is intoxicated,

Her golden hair is unruly, mad."

Comparing autumn to a young girl through personification combines aesthetic and
philosophical layers. Autumn’s playful mood conveys vitality and joy to the human heart.
The golden hair symbolizes both transience and beauty: every moment is unique and
precious. Here, the poet illustrates the pleasurable and fleeting aspects of life while
emphasizing human emotional harmony with nature (Abdullaev, 2010).

The rhythmic and melodic structure, along with the internal harmony of words, adds
musicality and aesthetic richness to the poem. In this way, the poet aligns the beauty of
autumn with the emotional vibrations of the human heart, allowing the reader to experience
not only visual but also emotional depth.

"With a woman, a star, and a rubab." This line serves as the structural and
philosophical center of the poem. The triad—woman (love and beauty), star (cosmos and
eternity), and rubab (art and musical spirit)—complement one another, expressing life’s
logical and aesthetic harmony. Through this line, the poet reminds humans of their
connection to time and the cosmos through nature, love, and art.

"Always like the full moon,

Its warmth like the sun for bread."
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In these lines, cosmic and social metaphors converge. The full moon represents
stability and eternal beauty in human experience, while the sun’s warmth symbolizes
vitality and emotional warmth. These lines depict the musical rhythm and aesthetic
harmony of human life and nature from a philosophical perspective (Ergashev, 2018).

Through rhythmic and visual imagery, the reader experiences not only the beauty of
autumn but also the eternal and transient aspects of human life simultaneously. These lines
deeply reflect the harmony of life and the cosmos, humans and nature, art and love.

"My life burns like a mirage,

With a woman, a star, and a rubab."

Through repetition, the poet emphasizes the transience of life and the intensity of
human experience. The metaphor of the mirage reflects the fleeting nature of human life,
while the woman, star, and rubab symbolize love, art, and cosmic harmony within that life.
Thus, the poem unites emotional, philosophical, and aesthetic layers, inviting the reader to
reflect more deeply on life, art, and nature.

"This is my fate. Four days? Five days?

Stars fly, leaves fall in heaps,

In the garden, the sweeper sweeps the autumn leaves."

These lines further enhance the philosophical and existential layer. The brevity and
transience of life are presented in a questioning form, while the flying stars and falling
leaves visually convey impermanence. The sweeper’s act symbolizes humanity’s
alignment with the cycles of life and its struggle with time. In this way, the poet connects
nature, humans, and the cosmos, reinforcing philosophical reflection on the fleeting and
eternal aspects of life (Rakhmonova, 2016).

"Autumn, like a young girl, is intoxicated,

Her golden hair is unruly, mad."

In these lines, the poet compares autumn to a young, lively girl. Through
personification, the harmony between the changing nature of the season and human
emotions is shown. Autumn’s playful mood conveys vitality and joy to the human heart,

enhancing aesthetic sensitivity. The golden hair symbolizes brightness and beauty,
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representing the harmony of transience and delight. Philosophically, the poet emphasizes
the need to appreciate life’s fleeting nature and recognize beauty (Abdullaev, 2010).

Rhythm and tone are also important in these lines. The internal harmony and
musicality of the words enrich the poem aesthetically and lyrically, connecting the reader
not only visually but emotionally as well. In this way, nature and human feelings are
harmonized.

"With a woman, a star, and a rubab."

This line serves as the emotional and philosophical center of the poem. The triad—
woman (love and beauty), star (cosmos and eternity), and rubab (art and spiritual
harmony)—complement each other. Through this line, the poet reminds the reader that
even in fleeting moments, love, art, and cosmic harmony remain constant. Each element
strengthens the other, making this line the structural and philosophical core of the poem.

"Always like the full moon,

Its warmth like the sun for bread."

The full moon represents stability and eternal beauty, while the sun’s warmth conveys
vitality and emotional warmth. These lines harmonize cosmic and human experience:
though human life is transient, nature’s eternal rhythm and musical harmony persist.
Philosophically, these lines unite the transient and eternal aspects of life, inviting the reader
to reflect deeply on time and beauty (Ergashev, 2018).

"My life burns like a mirage,

With a woman, a star, and a rubab."

Through repetition, the poet emphasizes life’s intensity and transience. The mirage
metaphor reflects the fleeting but vivid and passionate nature of human life. The woman,
star, and rubab symbolize love, art, and cosmic harmony within that life. In this way, the
poem merges emotional, philosophical, and aesthetic layers, inviting the reader to
contemplate life, love, and nature more profoundly.

"This is my fate. Four days? Five days?

Stars fly, leaves fall in heaps,

In the garden, the sweeper sweeps the autumn leaves."
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These lines philosophically depict the transience of life and its relationship with time.
The brevity and fleeting nature of life are presented as a question to the reader, while the
flying stars and falling leaves visually and metaphorically express impermanence. The
sweeper’s act symbolizes humanity’s harmony with life cycles and its struggle with time.
In this way, the poet connects nature, humans, and the cosmos, reinforcing philosophical
reflection on life’s transient and eternal aspects (Rakhmonova, 2016).

Philosophical and Cultural Synthesis. Throughout the poem, the images of autumn,
the rubab, the star, and the woman are continuously interconnected across philosophical,
aesthetic, and cultural layers. Each line reflects human transience and emotional resonance,
as well as harmony with nature and the cosmos. Through the sounds of the rubab and
nightingale, the imagery of stars and the full moon, and the depiction of autumn leaves and
the playful girl, the poet unites life, art, and nature. Thus, the poem offers not only visual
and emotional richness but also philosophical and cultural depth.

The repeated motif—“With a woman, a star, and a rubab”—constantly reminds the
reader of life’s eternal, stable, and aesthetic dimensions, leading them into the
transcendental and sensitive layers of human experience. At the same time, the poet
emphasizes the importance of valuing national culture, tradition, and musicality, making
the poem distinct in contemporary Uzbek poetry.

CONCLUSION

This article provides a line-by-line analysis of Aleksandr Faynberg’s poem “Kuz
Rubobi”, examining each line from philosophical, aesthetic, rhythmic, cultural, and
existential perspectives. Through the imagery of autumn, the rubob, the woman, stars, and
the nightingale, the poem reflects the transience of human life, the harmony of love, and
the musicality of experience.

The main features of the poem are as follows:

1. Depiction of Nature and Seasonal Motifs — The autumn season symbolizes the
ephemeral and beautiful nature of human life.

2. Music and Rhythm — The rubob and the nightingale’s song convey the poem’s
musicality, tone, and rhythm, creating emotional and spiritual harmony for the reader.
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3. Love and Romanticism — The imagery of the woman and stars represents human
emotions, passion, and beauty.

4. Philosophical Layer — Themes of the transience of time, the unity of life and
eternity, and the connection between humans and the cosmos are explored.

5. Cultural Context — Through the rubob and traditional imagery, the poem reflects
Uzbek poetic traditions and folklore.

Thus, “Kuz Rubobi” stands as a vivid example of the integration of nature, love, and
musical poetics in contemporary Uzbek literature. The poem provides not only visual and

emotional richness but also encourages philosophical and cultural reflection.
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