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The referee's final whistle blew. The thirty-year longing on the pitch, the trembling in 

millions of hearts, and the long wait of an entire nation rose to the sky as one immense cry. 

Uzbekistan is in the World Cup! Football is not merely twenty-two people chasing a ball 

on a green field. It is the mood of the people, their psychology, a space for self-realization, 

and, most importantly, the power of uniting around a single goal. For the first time in 

history, the Uzbekistan national football team secured a ticket to our planet's most 

prestigious tournament — the FIFA World Cup. This is an unprecedented event and a 

historical turning point not only for our country but for the entire Central Asian region. 

Until now, no country in our region had been able to conquer this milestone. This event is 

a vivid manifestation of the will of our hardworking, patient, and never-surrendering 

people. The flags waving in the streets, the tears in people's eyes, and the boundless sense 

of pride in their hearts have united the whole country like a single fist today. This victory 

has shown the whole world what kind of power we possess on the global stage. 

In the early years of independence — by winning gold medals at the 1994 Hiroshima 

Games, our national team planted seeds of hope in the hearts of the people. Even back then, 

loyal fans began to live with the bright belief: "Soon they will see us at the Mundial too". 

However, the road leading to the World Cup turned out to be incredibly rocky, arduous, 

and thorny. The football community remembers the past days well: the unfair decisions in 

the 2006 qualifiers, the nerve-wracking matches, the painful goal difference in 2014, the 

disastrous moments in the final seconds of the 2018 qualifiers.... How many times did we 

fall, how many times did we leave the pitch with tears in our eyes. In those moments, there 

were those who fell into despair and those who said they would never watch football again. 

But we — the Uzbek people, simply do not know how to surrender. We are not the ones 

who burn fast and fade quickly; we burn slowly, but for a long time and intensely. The 
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previous generation of players spent all their energy on this path. Their steps were not in 

vain because we realized our mistakes. The past is not just a memory, it is a strict lesson. 

This generation deeply understood that the future is a great responsibility resting on our 

shoulders. Time passed, perspectives changed. Cold logic replaced emotions, and a precise 

system replaced empty dreams. 

Success is not a coincidence; it is the fruit of hard work and a properly built system. 

The biggest change that has occurred in Uzbekistan's football in recent years is the shift in 

approach. Investments were made in infrastructure, and youth football was not left to its 

own devices. A network of academies was launched across the republic, and foreign 

experience was not only studied but also translated from paper to practice. We first saw 

how the system works through the examples of the youth and junior national teams. The 

young men who conquered the Asian continent have now become the main face of the 

national team. 

Today's generation of players thinks differently. They have no unnecessary romance 

or useless running on the pitch. In their vocabulary, where there is no result, an empty 

beautiful game is worthless. They are pragmatic young people who work tirelessly on 

themselves, speak little, and do a lot. Their internal rule is clear: "If you started it — finish 

it!". Exactly such a cold-blooded, yet very heavy and substantial power is hidden in the 

veins of this team. 

Eldor Shomurodov is one of the main architects of this historical journey and the 

true captain of the team. He sets an example for his teammates with his relentless pursuit, 

perseverance, and activities in European arenas. His leadership is not seen in unnecessary 

shouting, but in quietly leading forward and being able to sacrifice himself for the team. 

Abduqodir Husanov is the aesthetic of a new era in Uzbekistan's football defense. 

His play is a defensive fortress built not to dazzle the eyes, but to exert psychological and 

physical pressure on the opponent. Husanov does not get nervous on the pitch. No matter 

how fierce the opponent's attack is, he does not fall apart when the pressure increases; on 
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the contrary, he becomes more cold-blooded, his movements calm down, and his mind 

sharpens. There is no artificiality in his game; he only works on concrete facts — taking 

the ball away and starting an attack. His character is such: he does not adapt to the 

opponent, he changes the environment or resolves it in his favor. 

Abbosbek Fayzullaev is the brain of the team, a rare talent who thinks visually and 

analytically. Every movement and every pass he makes on the pitch is directed at a certain 

logic and a specific goal. Abbos does not believe in coincidence. If the ball is passed to a 

certain point — there is a reason for it. He looks for space, consistently studies the 

opponent's weak spot, and strikes a painful blow. All these young men united as one whole 

mechanism, one family. Their goal was not just to leave a name, but to leave an indelible 

mark on the history of Uzbek football, and they succeeded. 

The decisive matches of the qualifying round pinned the entire country in front of 

screens and at the stadiums. The atmosphere was different that day. It was not just a battle 

of tactics and techniques on the pitch, but a war of characters and a clash of wills. The 

opponents tried to break us and forcefully impose their nervous game. But our guys did 

not fall for provocations. There was confidence in their steps, and that "cold burn" in their 

eyes. Feeling the honor of the country, the trust of millions of compatriots, and that there 

was no way back, our players fought valiantly for every inch of the field. 

The moment the long-awaited goal was scored cannot be described in words!. It 

wasn't just the ball hitting the net. It was the explosion of the sorrow, grief, and thirty years 

of patience of an ordinary Uzbek fan who loved football all his life, who never left the 

stadiums in rain or snow, and who beat his chest in painful years!. When the referee's 

whistle signaling the end of the match blew, our guys who fell to the pitch with tears in 

their eyes showed their most honest and pure feelings to the whole world. That evening, 

all of Uzbekistan — from Fergana to Karakalpakstan, from Surkhandarya to Tashkent — 

embraced and congratulated each other, regardless of whether they knew one another or 

not. There was a true national holiday in the streets. We had chosen stable victory over 

drama, and we were rewarded accordingly. 
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Uzbekistan's qualification for the FIFA World Cup is not merely an achievement of 

national sports, but a stable and magnificent victory for the entire nation!. This 

achievement will become an unprecedented source of motivation and inspiration for 

today's and tomorrow's younger generation. They will now grow up seeing not fairytale 

heroes, but real-life heroes, our own Husanovs and Fayzullaevs. Our youth will firmly 

engrave in their minds the conclusion that "With systematic hard work, relentless striving, 

and deep analysis, any peak can be conquered". 

We, as the Uzbek people, know how to be patient and how to speak our piece at the 

right time. Our voice may not always be loud, but it will definitely reach its destination 

and demonstrate its power. The Central Asian caravan has now opened a new page. Our 

goal is no longer just to participate there, but to draw the world's attention to us with our 

high-level game and our cold-blooded, disciplined team. The World Cup is no longer a 

fulfilled dream, but our next targeted plan ahead of us. Forward, Uzbekistan!. This is a new 

era, this is your era!. We do not intend to stop!. Our main victories are still ahead. 

 


