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Abstract: This article explains the importance and role of prepositions in English. 

Prepositions show the relationship between words in a sentence. They are used to express 

time, place, and direction. The article also mentions the difficulties learners face when 

using prepositions. In addition, it shows through examples how prepositions make 

sentences clearer and easier to understand. Using prepositions correctly improves 

communication. Overall, although prepositions are small words, they are very important 

in English. 

Annotatsiya. Ushbu maqolada ingliz tilidagi predloglarning ahamiyati va roli 

tushuntiriladi. Predloglar gapdagi so‘zlar o‘rtasidagi munosabatni ko‘rsatadi. Ular vaqtni, 

joyni va yo‘nalishni ifodalash uchun ishlatiladi. Maqolada, shuningdek, o‘rganuvchilar 

predloglardan foydalanishda duch keladigan qiyinchiliklar ham keltirilgan. Bundan 

tashqari, misollar orqali predloglar gaplarni yanada aniq va tushunarli qilishga yordam 

berishi ko‘rsatilgan. Predloglardan to‘g‘ri foydalanish muloqotni yaxshilaydi. Umuman 

olganda, predloglar kichik so‘zlar bo‘lsa-da, ingliz tilida juda muhim hisoblanadi. 

Аннотация. В данной статье объясняется значение и роль предлогов в 

английском языке. Предлоги показывают отношения между словами в 
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предложении. Они используются для выражения времени, места и направления. В 

статье также упоминаются трудности, с которыми сталкиваются учащиеся при 

использовании предлогов. Кроме того, на примерах показано, как предлоги делают 

предложения более ясными и понятными. Правильное использование предлогов 

улучшает коммуникацию. В целом, несмотря на то что предлоги являются 

небольшими словами, они играют очень важную роль в английском языке. 
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Introduction. Prepositions are one of the most important parts of English grammar. 

Although they may seem small and simple, they play a significant role in everyday 

communication. Prepositions help connect words and ideas in a sentence, making speech 

and writing clearer and more meaningful. Without them, sentences can become confusing 

or incomplete. Therefore, learning how to use prepositions correctly is essential for 

students who want to communicate effectively in English. English grammar can be 

challenging for foreign learners. Even if students understand the main parts of speech such 

as nouns, verbs, adjectives, and adverbs, they must also learn how to connect these 

elements properly. Prepositions function as links or bridges between words, allowing 

learners to express detailed and accurate ideas. To achieve fluency in English, it is 

necessary to practice and master the use of these connectors over time. 
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Main part. The Role of Prepositions in Sentence Structure. The role of prepositions 

in sentence structure cannot be underestimated, as they organize meaning and establish 

relationships between different parts of a sentence. They function as connectors that link 

nouns, pronouns, verbs, adjectives, and adverbs. According to linguistic studies, 

prepositions are not merely auxiliary elements but are essential components of clause 

structure, helping to define relationships between participants and actions. Prepositions 

usually appear before nouns or pronouns and form prepositional phrases. These phrases 

act as modifiers, providing additional information about time, place, manner, or reason. 

For example, in the sentence “The girl with the blue shirt is my sister,” the phrase “with 

the blue shirt” adds more detail about the subject. 

Complexity of Prepositions. The complexity of prepositions is increased by factors 

such as polysemy, grammaticalization, and structural ambiguity. Many prepositions have 

multiple meanings depending on context. For instance, a single preposition can express 

spatial, temporal, and abstract relations, which creates difficulties for learners. In addition, 

prepositions often undergo grammatical changes over time, becoming more abstract in 

meaning. This process makes it harder to distinguish them from other parts of speech, such 

as adverbs or particles. As a result, the study of prepositions is both challenging and 

important in linguistics.  Functions of Prepositions. Prepositions serve several important 

functions in English: a) Place and Location. Prepositions help describe where something 

is located. Common examples include in the room, on the table, at the office, and under 

the bed. b) Time.They are used to express when something happens, such as in the 

morning, on Monday, and at 5 PM. c) Direction and Movement. Prepositions indicate 

movement from one place to another, for example: to the park, into the house, across the 

street, and through the tunnel. d) Relationships. They show connections such as possession, 

purpose, or association. Examples include a cup of tea, a gift for you, and a book by the 

author. Prepositional Phrases and Modification. Prepositional phrases play an important 

role in adding detail to sentences. They can modify: verbs (She is sitting on the chair). 

nouns (The boy in the class). adjectives (afraid of dogs). These phrases make sentences 

more informative and precise. Types of Prepositions. Prepositions can be classified based 
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on their function: Place: in, on, at, under, over, behind. Time: before, after, during, until. 

Movement: to, into, through, across Other common prepositions such as of, for, with, and 

by are widely used in different contexts.  Prepositions in Phrasal Verbs. Prepositions are 

also used in phrasal verbs, where they combine with verbs to create new meanings. For 

example, look up means “to search for information,” which is different from the verb look 

alone. Phrasal verbs are essential for natural and fluent communication in English . 

Importance in Language Learning For language learners, prepositions are often one of the 

most difficult aspects of English due to their variability and context-dependent meanings. 

Mistakes in using prepositions can affect clarity and accuracy. Understanding their 

grammatical and functional properties helps improve both spoken and written 

communication. Comparative analysis between languages can also help learners identify 

common difficulties and improve their skills. Role in Communication. Prepositions are 

essential in both written and spoken English. In writing, they improve clarity, coherence, 

and grammatical accuracy. In speech, they help listeners quickly understand relationships 

between ideas. They also allow speakers to create complex sentences without unnecessary 

repetition, making communication more efficient and natural. 

    Conclusion. In conclusion, both prepositions and grammar play a fundamental role 

in the effective use of the English language. Prepositions, though small in form, carry 

significant meaning as they establish clear relationships between words and ideas, 

particularly in terms of time, place, direction, and logical connection. Their correct use 

ensures that sentences are not only grammatically accurate but also precise and 

meaningful.From a broader grammatical perspective, prepositions are essential 

components that contribute to sentence structure and coherence. They function as 

connectors that integrate different parts of a sentence into a unified whole, allowing 

speakers and writers to express complex ideas in a clear and organized way. Without proper 

grammatical knowledge, including the correct use of prepositions, communication can 

become vague, confusing, or even incorrect.The analysis presented in this study highlights 

that mastering prepositions is a crucial step in developing overall grammatical competence. 

Learners often face difficulties due to the variety of uses and exceptions associated with 
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prepositions, but consistent practice and exposure can significantly improve their 

understanding. In addition, the correct application of grammatical rules enhances both 

written and spoken communication, making it more effective and natural. 

Overall, the importance of prepositions cannot be separated from the importance of 

grammar as a whole. Together, they form the foundation of meaningful communication in 

English. Therefore, greater attention should be given to teaching and learning prepositions 

within the broader context of grammar to achieve higher levels of language proficiency. 
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