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Introduction

In the modern educational process, reading plays a crucial role in developing students’
language competence. It helps learners expand vocabulary, improve comprehension, and
enhance their ability to think critically. In teaching English as a foreign language, reading
not only strengthens linguistic skills but also broadens cultural understanding. The purpose
of this paper is to analyze effective classroom techniques and activities that enhance

reading skills among students.

The main objectives of this study are to:
1. Identify the types and purposes of reading in language learning.
2. Explore different classroom techniques for teaching reading effectively.

3. Suggest engaging activities to improve reading comprehension and motivation.

1. Reading Skill in Foreign Language Teaching

Reading is one of the four basic language skills, along with listening, speaking, and
writing. In foreign language teaching, it serves as both an input and a means of reinforcing
linguistic knowledge. Through reading, students encounter new grammatical structures,
idiomatic expressions, and contextual language use. Teachers, therefore, need to design

lessons that balance reading for accuracy and reading for pleasure.

2. Types of Reading

Reading can be classified into several types depending on the purpose:

 Skimming — reading quickly to get the general idea of a text.
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* Scanning — reading to find specific information.

* Intensive reading — focusing on detailed understanding and language analysis.

« Extensive reading — reading longer texts for overall comprehension and enjoyment.
Each type serves different educational goals and should be incorporated into the

classroom appropriately.

3. Effective Classroom Techniques for Reading

To develop reading skills, teachers must apply interactive and learner-centered
techniques. Some of the most effective ones include:
» Pre-teaching vocabulary — introducing key words before reading to aid comprehension.
» Prediction — encouraging students to guess the content from titles or pictures.
» Jigsaw reading — dividing the text into parts for group reading and information sharing.
» Think-Pair-Share — having students discuss ideas before and after reading.

* Questioning — guiding comprehension through open-ended and factual questions.

4. Reading Activities for Different Stages

Reading lessons are usually divided into three stages: pre-reading, while-reading, and

post-reading.

» Pre-reading activities — These prepare students for the text. Examples:
brainstorming, discussing background knowledge, predicting content.
» While-reading activities — These help students interact with the text. Examples:
completing charts, identifying main ideas, answering comprehension questions.
* Post-reading activities — These consolidate understanding. Examples: summarizing, role-

playing, writing reflections, or discussing moral lessons.

Teachers should choose activities that suit students’ age, level, and interests. The use
of visual aids, authentic materials, and technology also increases motivation and

engagement.
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Conclusion

In conclusion, reading is a fundamental component of language learning. Effective
classroom techniques and activities can transform reading lessons into interactive and
meaningful experiences. By applying pre-, while-, and post-reading strategies, teachers can
foster not only comprehension but also a love for reading. The ultimate goal is to create

independent readers who can understand, interpret, and enjoy texts in a foreign language.
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