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Abstract

This article examines the origins, development, and lasting influence of the Gothic
novel in English literature. Emerging in the late eighteenth century, the Gothic genre
combined elements of medievalism, mystery, terror, and the supernatural. The study
explores key works and authors, including Horace Walpole, Ann Radcliffe, Matthew
Lewis, Mary Shelley, and Bram Stoker, and analyzes how Gothic themes evolved from
early romanticism to Victorian sensationalism and modern horror fiction. The article
argues that the Gothic novel not only shaped literary movements but also influenced
cultural perceptions of fear, identity, and the unknown.

Keywords: Gothic novel, Gothic fiction, Romanticism, supernatural, terror, mystery,
Ann Radcliffe, Mary Shelley, Horace Walpole, Victorian Gothic, horror literature.

AHHOTAIIUA

B naHHOM cTaThe paccMaTpPUBAOTCA MCTOKH, PA3BUTHE M YCTOMYMBOE BIIMSHUE
FOTUYECKOIO0 pOMaHa Ha aHITIMUCKYI0 JmTeparypy.Bo3nukmmii B koHue XVIII Beka,
TOTUYECKUH JKaHp O6’bCJII/IHI/IJ'I 3JICMCHTHI CPE€AHCBCKOBBA, T alHbBI , yxKaca )41
CBCPXBCCTCCTBCHHOTO. I/ICCJ'IGI[OBaHI/Ie AHAJIM3UPYCT KIIFOYCBLIC ITPOU3BCICHUA U aBTOPOB,
Bmouas 'oparnus Yoinmona, AHH Pagkmd, Matteio JIstouca, Mapu llemnun u bpama
CTOKCpa, a TaKKC IIPOCIICIKHUBACT 3BOJIOINHUIO TOTHYCCKHUX TCEM OT PAHHCTOPOMAHTU3M. K

BUKTOPUAHCKOMY CEHCAllMOHAJIU3MY W COBPEMEHHOM Xoppop-nuteparype. B crarbe
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YTBECPKAACTCA, 4TO TOTHYECKUH poOMaH OKa3aJl BJIMAHHUC HC TOJIbBKO Ha JIMTCPATYPHBIC
ABUKCHUS, HO 1 Ha KYJIbTYPHBIC IPEACTABICHHUA O CTpaxe, JUIHOCTH U HCU3BECCTHOM.

KuaroueBble cJjoBa: TOTHYECKUI poOMaH, TOTHYCCKasd JIUTCpATypad, POMAHTHU3M,
CBEPXbECTECTBEHHOE, yXac, TaiiHa, AHH Panxmud, Mopu I[lemnmm, ['opamuit Yonmodn,
BHUKTOpPHUAHCKAA I'OTHKA, TUTCPpATypa yKAaCOB.

Annotatsiya

Ushbu magolada gotik roman janrining kelib chiqishi, rivojlanishi va ingliz
adabiyotiga ko‘rsatgan ta’siri o‘rganiladi. XVIII asr oxirida shakllangan gotik janr o‘zida
o‘rta  asrchilik, sirli  voqealar, qo‘rquv = va  g‘ayritabiiylik  unsurlarini
mujassamlashtiradiTadgigot Horace Walpole, Ann Radcliffe, Matthew Lewis, Mary
Shelley va Bram Stoker kabi muhim mualliflar ijodini tahlil giladi hamda gotik
mavzularning romantizm davridan viktorian davridagi senzatsion adabiyot va zamonaviy
dahshat janrigacha bo‘lgan evolyutsiyasini ko‘rsatadi. Maqolada gotik roman nafaqat
adabiy oqimlarga, balki jamiyatning qo‘rquv, shaxs va noma’lum haqidagi tasavvurlariga
ham ta’sir qilgani ta’kidlanadi.

Kalit so’zlar; gotik roman, gotik adabiyot, romantizm, g‘ayritabiiylik, dahshat, sirli
vogealar, Ann Radcliffe, Mary Shelley, Horace Walpole, viktorian gotikasi, dahshat
adabiyoti.

INTRODUCTION

The Gothic novel is one of the most influential literary forms to emerge from the late
eighteenth century. Although it began as a reaction against the Enlightenment’s
rationalism, the Gothic genre quickly developed into a powerful literary and cultural force
that shaped Romanticism, Victorian culture, and modern horror. Characterized by its
fascination with fear, mystery, the supernatural, psychological depth, and medieval
settings, the Gothic novel offered readers an emotional and imaginative alternative to
classical realism. This article explores the origins of Gothic fiction, its thematic evolution,
and its long-lasting impact on English literature. The Gothic novel originated in the second
half of the eighteenth century, an era dominated by Enlightenment ideals such as logic,
progress, and scientific reasoning. Writers and readers, however, became increasingly

fascinated by the irrational, the emotional, and the supernatural. This cultural shift prepared
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the ground for a new literary form that embraced medievalism, terror, and the fantastic.
Horace Walpole’s The Castle of Otranto (1764) is widely regarded as the first Gothic
novel. Combining medieval architecture, supernatural events, and a dark atmosphere,
Walpole established many features that would define the genre. His work introduced
elements such as haunted castles, mysterious prophecies, and ancestral curses, marking the
beginning of a literary tradition that blended terror with romantic narrative techniques. Ann
Radcliffe expanded the Gothic genre with novels such as The Mysteries of Udolpho
(1794).Her works emphasized psychological terror rather than explicit horror. She
developed the "explained supernatural, "where seemingly supernatural events receive
rational explanations. Through Radcliffe, the Gothic novel gained emotional complexity,
stronger heroines, and a focus on suspense. Matthew Lewis and the Rise of Horror. In
contrast to Radcliffe, Matthew Lewis embraced the darker side of the Gothic genre in The
Monk (1796). His novel included explicit horror, violent scenes, and psychological
corruption. Lewis helped establish the "male Gothic," a more sensational and transgresses
subgenre, influencing later horror writers. Mary Shelley and the Gothic in the Romantic
Movement. The publication of Frankenstein (1818) by Mary Shelley marked a turning
point for the Gothic novel. Combining scientific themes with Gothic terror, Shelley
introduced psychological depth and existential questions about identity, creation, and
morality. Frankenstein became foundational to both science fiction and modern horror.
During the Victorian period, the Gothic novel evolved into new forms. Writers such as
Charlotte Bronté (Jane Eyre), Emily Bronté (Wuthering Heights), Robert Louis Stevenson
(Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde), and Bram Stoker (Dracula) expanded Gothic themes to explore
sexuality, psychological duality, social constraints, and the fear of the unknown. The fin-
de-siécle Gothic reflected anxieties about modernity, science, and the collapse of
traditional norms. Impact on Romanticism romantic writers were deeply influenced by
Gothic themes of nature, emotion, and the sublime. The Gothic helped shape Romantic
literature by emphasizing imagination, individual experience, and intense atmosphere.
Victorian literature adopted Gothic techniques to explore social, scientific, and
psychological anxieties. Gothic motifs appeared in detective fiction, sensation novels, and

social commentaries, making the genre integral to nineteenth-century cultural discourse.
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Legacy in Modern Horror and Popular Culture. The influence of the Gothic novel
continues in contemporary literature, film, and media. Modern horror authors—including
Stephen King, Anne Rice, and Neil Gaiman—draw heavily on Gothic conventions. Gothic
themes are also reflected in cinema, television, and video games, demonstrating the genre’s
lasting cultural significance.

CONCLUSION

The Gothic novel remains one of the most enduring and influential genres in English
literature. From its eighteenth-century origins to its modern adaptations, the Gothic has
consistently captured the human imagination by exploring fear, identity, morality, and the
supernatural. Through the contributions of Walpole, Radcliffe, Lewis, Shelley, Stoker, and
many others, the Gothic novel has shaped major literary movements and continues to

inspire new generations of writers and readers.
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