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ABSTRACT 

One of the most significant literary forms of the Middle Ages was the chivalric 

romance, which shaped medieval Europe's cultural imagination and established narrative 

templates that persisted into later English literature.  The evolution of chivalric romance 

in medieval English literature is examined in this article, with particular attention paid to 

its key works, cultural purposes, thematic components, and historical foundations.  It 

demonstrates how literary inventiveness and the principles of chivalry courage, loyalty, 

civility, and courtly love - intersected to create classic stories like Sir Gawain and the 

Green Knight, Malory's Le Morte d'Arthur, and the Anglo-Norman romances. 

KEYWORDS: Chivalric romance, medieval literature, Arthurian legend, courtly 

love, knighthood, Middle English romance. 

INTRODUCTION 

Chivalric romance emerged as a prominent literary form during the Middle Ages, 

reflecting the values and artistic ambitions of aristocratic society.  Early English literature 

had been heavily influenced by religious and heroic traditions, but in the twelfth and 

thirteenth centuries, new narrative forms focusing on knightly exploits, courtly love, and 

moral testing were introduced by the expanding influence of French and continental 

European culture.  The chivalric romance created narratives that were both amusing and 

educational by fusing creative storytelling with societal values. 
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 The central figure of the romance is the knight courageous, loyal, and morally 

tested. His journey often involves supernatural trials, moral dilemmas, and 

demonstrations of virtue. Knights such as Gawain, Lancelot, and Tristan became iconic 

representations of chivalric ideals. Romances frequently explore the concept of courtly 

love, a refined and idealized form of devotion between a knight and a lady. This theme 

reflects the social codes of aristocratic courts, in which emotional restraint, loyalty, and 

honor were highly valued. Works like The Knight’s Tale and Sir Lancelot’s stories 

exemplify this tradition. Chivalric romances incorporate magical elements, enchanted 

landscapes, and mythical creatures. These supernatural aspects enhance the sense of 

wonder and highlight moral or symbolic themes. Although it originated from previous 

epic traditions, the chivalric romance was unique in that it placed a strong focus on 

aristocratic ideals and courtly culture.  The Norman Conquest of 1066 brought French 

literary culture to England, while Old English poetry like Beowulf honored warriors and 

valiant actions.  French became the language of literature, the nobles, and the royal court 

following the conquest.  Literary tastes were influenced by the Arthurian romances 

written by continental authors like Chrétien de Troyes.  Anglo-Norman poets started 

writing romances that combined regional English interests with French narrative 

traditions. The influence of medieval romance extended far beyond the Middle Ages. 

Renaissance writers like Edmund Spenser drew heavily on romance conventions. Later, 

Romantic and Victorian authors revived medieval themes, and Arthurian narratives 

continue to inspire modern literature, film, and popular culture. The quest motif, heroic 

archetypes, and themes of love and honor remain central to fantasy literature today. 

Chivalric romance thus played a crucial role in shaping the trajectory of English 

literary history, providing enduring narrative frameworks and character types. 

CONCLUSION 

The genre became essential to English literary identity through works like Malory's 

Le Morte d'Arthur, Chaucer's romance stories, and Sir Gawain and the Green Knight.  

Chivalric romance shaped literary genres for centuries to come while reflecting the 

ideals, conflicts, and ambitions of medieval society.  Both the ongoing obsession with 

Arthurian mythology and contemporary fantasy writing bear witness to its legacy. 
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