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 ABSTRACT 

 This study investigates the methods of automatic development of English 

as a Lingua Franca (ELF) learners’ vocabulary within digital learning 

environments. With the growing presence of technology in language education, 

digital platforms and AI assisted tools have become essential in facilitating 

vocabulary acquisition. The paper explores how automatic methods, including 

adaptive learning systems, intelligent tutoring platforms, and AI powered 

lexical exercises, enhance learners’ exposure to diverse vocabulary, support 

contextual understanding, and promote retention. Special attention is given to 

how these methods allow learners to practice vocabulary in communicative, 

task based scenarios that reflect real ELF interactions. The study also discusses 

practical strategies for integrating automated vocabulary development tools in 

classroom and online settings, highlighting both benefits and challenges. 

Findings suggest that automatic vocabulary development methods in digital 

environments significantly improve learners’ lexical competence, autonomy, 

and readiness for authentic ELF communication. 
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The automatic development of vocabulary for English as a Lingua Franca 

learners in digital learning environments has become a central focus of 

contemporary language education. Digital platforms, AI assisted tools, and 

adaptive learning systems provide learners with opportunities to expand their 

vocabulary through interactive, contextualized, and communicative tasks. This 

approach allows learners to acquire lexical items not only through repetition 

but also through meaningful application in ELF contexts. 

Uzbek scholars have actively explored practical methods for 

implementing these technologies. In 2019, Dilnoza Abdullayeva highlighted 

that intelligent language platforms allow learners to receive automatic lexical 

suggestions based on task context, which supports active learning and enhances 

vocabulary retention. She provided applied examples showing how learners 

engage with AI driven exercises to reformulate sentences, select synonyms, and 

practice paraphrasing during classroom and online activities. 

In 2021, Nodira Karimova emphasized the role of adaptive learning 

technologies in automatically identifying learner lexical gaps and providing 

immediate corrective feedback. Her study demonstrated that students 

participating in AI mediated lexical exercises showed improvement in both 

active and passive vocabulary, particularly in the context of ELF oriented tasks 

where communication clarity is prioritized over native speaker norms. 

Applied methods and examples in digital learning environments: 

Method Description 
Practical 

Example 
Reference 

Contextualized 

Vocabulary 

Suggestions 

AI tools 

automatically 

suggest relevant 

vocabulary 

based on the 

During a 

writing task about 

global travel, AI 

suggests words 

like “itinerary”, 

Abdullayeva, 

2019 
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Method Description 
Practical 

Example 
Reference 

learner’s task or 

text input 

“destination”, 

“accommodation” 

for sentence 

expansion 

Adaptive Gap 

Analysis 

System 

identifies 

missing or weak 

lexical items and 

provides 

corrective 

exercises 

Student 

frequently misuses 

synonyms of 

“important”; AI 

generates 

exercises 

replacing incorrect 

words with 

suitable 

alternatives in 

context 

Karimova, 

2021 

Automated 

Paraphrasing 

Practice 

Learners 

practice 

reformulating 

sentences using 

AI suggestions 

Original 

sentence: “The 

project is 

difficult”; AI 

suggests “The 

project is 

challenging”, 

“The task is 

complex” 

Rasulov, 

2022 
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Method Description 
Practical 

Example 
Reference 

Real-Time 

Communicative 

Feedback 

AI 

evaluates learner 

input in ELF 

speaking or 

writing tasks and 

provides instant 

lexical 

suggestions 

In a speaking 

simulation, learner 

says “I like book”; 

AI suggests “I 

enjoy reading 

books” 

Seidlhofer, 

2011; Kirkpatrick, 

2014 

Repeated 

Contextual 

Exposure 

Vocabulary 

items are 

presented in 

varying contexts 

automatically to 

reinforce 

retention 

Word 

“innovation” 

appears in 

multiple AI 

generated 

exercises: 

business, 

education, 

technology 

contexts 

Warschauer, 

2020 

 

CONCLUSION  

 In practical ELF classrooms, these methods are applied both in blended 

and fully online formats. Learners interact with adaptive AI exercises, receive 

automatic feedback, and practice vocabulary in simulated real world scenarios. 

Teachers mediate these activities, ensuring that AI suggestions align with 

pedagogical goals and promote communicative effectiveness. 

Overall, automatic vocabulary development in digital learning 

environments provides ELF learners with repeated, context sensitive, and 
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practical lexical engagement. By combining applied methods suggested by both 

Uzbek and international scholars, AI assisted platforms enhance learners’ 

lexical competence, communicative flexibility, and readiness for authentic 

international interaction. 
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